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The Epiſtle 


rhughts, might have been 
employed to better purpoſe m 
finding out perpetual Reſt: 
There is no Man lomp 
--- but would have Reſt, all 
6.4 aur labours, all endeavours 
hy; tend that way: Tour Lord- 
ſhips unwearied Attroe Mo- 
tion , mn the bigh place and 
calling , in which Diome 
Providence hath ſet Tour 
Lordſhi ip, leads undoubtedly, 
mn a drett lime, to this 
deſired Reſt; and as all 


nas | 


natural Motimis make” more 
baſt, as they come' nearer 
their s enter, fo Tour Lord: | 
ſbips "more vi gorou , and 
cheerful 1 moving in this holy 
Funition, makes us jealous; 
left Tour” Lordſhip ſhould 
make more baſt to an Eter- 
nal Reft i in the Church Tre: 
umphant , than ſtands with 
the intereſt of the Preſent 
Church Militant ; in which 
Tour Loraſtips Cave and 


Government , have been ſo 
em: 


| The,Epiltle | 
| endunt and are: fill 
weelſary:.. To noather there 
fore could \J more. adviſedy ly 
addreſs. theſe: Meditations 
of Reſt, .than totbx bleed 
hand. :of,.4. Patron, whoſe 
indefatigatie. labour: have 
ſo fairk, entituled bim.; to 
all the-promy ſes. of this maſt 
glorious . and biefſed. Reſt. 
' Ner comes. this under Tour 
Lordſtips -Protettion with- 
out deſien, for having-once 


ads $ anftaary- there, ant 
paſt 


: Dedicatory. 

E poſt. by dread ; it bath Py 

| Tour Lordfbips view , 1 
ſhall nat need for ever af 
ter be ſollicitous , what Eye 
it may be expuſed unto for 
its cenſure. But if it be _— 
asked why I (after ſomay 2 
prous , devout , excelling * 4 
aſcourſes of this nature ) 
ſbould caſt my Mite at laſs 
mnto this Sacred Treaſury ; 
the poor. Widow in the Gf. 


pel (ball anſwer for me, wha 


at Fe ſame time when ſbe 
F bebeld 


The Epiſtle 
beheld the richer Offerings 
of the- wealthy , thrown 
frankly in before her Eyes, 

yet held ſhe not ber ſelf 
thereby excuſed : And that 
this (though the meaneſt of 


all oblations that have gone 
before it) may yet contribute 
ſomething , towards the ſafe 
condutting ſome drooping 
Travellers, that are meary 
and heavy lagen, to their 
lmp home , their laſt and 
hop rernal Reſt, hath 


ben 


edicatorv. L 


been f merely 1 21 the defrrts, þ + 
and ſbail for ever be 1 ih the E 
Your Lordſhips moſt devoted 
obedient Son , and moſt E 


'  obligedhumbleServant; 
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HIS 


ETERNAL REST. 


AN goeth forth to his work, 
and to his Labour, until the 

| Evening, ſaith the Royal 
LA > opher, Pal 104. 25, 
The day of his Life is (petit in a paig- 
ful and weary Travel, till the Even- 
iog come, *cill his declining Sun be 
fully ſer, and he fitted to lie down 19. 
- Peace, and enjoy the happy Reſt of + 
 Tongenſuing night. Bur that Man, 
in this his day , might not diſquiet 
himſelf in'vain; that he might not 
bear the heat and burthen of the day, 
and yet miſs of this Reſt at night;the 
holy Apoſtle Sr. Paul writing to the 
Hebrews (and in them to all Chriſtj-. 
ans)begins his fourth C haprer, whit 
FTITrT” Wc 18 


2 The Tyeary Traveller | 
an Exhortation to Fear, /eft a Promiſe 
being left them of entering into God's 
Reſt, any of them ſhould ſeem to come 
ſhore of it, Whetrein he layes down 

che Ground and Motive of Hope , 
plainly implied in the ſame words ; 
A promiſe being left them of entring 
into his Reſt ; concluding the whole 
Chapter, with a moſt cogent en- 
dearing invitation, to come boldly to 
the Throne of Grace., to obtain Mercy, 
and to find Grace to hvlp in time of need, 
That fo he that went on his way 
weeping, and bearing forth good 
ſeed , might doubtleſs come again 
with joy, and bring his ſheaves with 
him; That he that wen#ſighing and- 
&roaning,under the weight and bur-. 
then of hisheavy load, ' might have 
no cauſe to faint, or deſpond in the 
way, nor ſtart aſide through the ſad 
affrightments of hopeleſs fear. Hope 
and Fear (well temper'd together) 
are the two preleryagives of our 


Safety or Spiritual Lite ;_ they are 
that ,* which keep our Faith and 


his Eternal Reſt. 3 


Love, from deſpair on the one fide, 
21 preſumption on the other ; 


from {lothtul ſecurity on this hand, 
26 rortſentiag aiffatful dagiety 
on the other, - Fear, as the Ruddet_ 
of the Ship, : verts our Souls, li 
their failings to Heaven, rhe Haven 
of their eternal Reſt, from rhe Quick- 
ſands and Rocks that are inthe way; 
while Hope, as rhe Sails, filled with 
| the brearhines of God's Spirit, his 
faithful promiſes, carries us forward, 
againſt the tide or ſtream of the 
World,our earthlydefires,qnd carnal 
inclinations: Wherefore the wiſe 
\poſtle, here, as every whereelſe , 
throughout this, and his other Ep {- 


* ftles, ſeeks to temper and mix theſe. 
\ two, in the Souls 0 riſttans* 


And having exemplified the pofti- 
biliry, both of attaining, and alſo of 
loſing God's Reſt , 10 the anciegt 
Iſraelites, ca.3, v,7. torheend; now. 
repeats, and preffeth the orere if 
Fear 'and Hope, upon the Hebrews, 
and tn them on all Chriftians; Let 

7 B z wt 
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4 The weary Traveller 
therefore fear left a promiſe being left 


a us of entering into his Reſt , any of you 
ee” ſhowld ſeem to come ſhort of it.Were the 
/ - * - - Promiſe of Reſt unconditional and 
5% - -___ *abſolute unto ſome, and not at all 
bb -— - propounded to others, with any 
& Fetibleneſ of attaining it, by a 
true poſſibility of performing its 
conditions; the former ſhould have 

, —_*__.- norealon tofear, nor the latter to 
{> - hope: But the promiſe being condi- 
2: », 9 tional and general, excluding none 
from God's Reſt, that will prepare 
themſelves for it, by faith, hope, and 

-— Jove unfeigned ; ſincere impartial 
-...- perſevering obedience and patience , 
 . -- —_  : giving them full affurance of it, 
7 , - ->, upon theevidence of their integrity 
” , > __ . 1n theſethings, incluſive of none, 
8 but ſuch as entirely, humbly, thank- 
-/ fully, believe and accept it on theſe 
I 7 ” terms: They that as yet neglect 
E-- _— --, theleterms, orare in danger of fal- 
HR ling away from their former dili- 
=_ - gence in obſerving them, had need 
*Y  __. tofear, leſt they miſs of itz and in 
Jv I nat 


& y y- 
i nM, 


hu Eternal Reft.  . % 
that fear, work out their own Salva- 
tion, give all diligence to make their 
_ calling and ele&ton ſure ; which as 
it ſeems by St. Perer, is not ſo, unleſs 
by adding to Faith Conrage, to Cou- 

rage Knowleape , Goalineſs, Charity , 
Temperance, Patience , more and more. 
Having theſe promiſes, dearly be- 
loved, faith St. Paul, 2 Cor. 7. I. 
The promiſes of a moſt gracious 
reception, all the mercies of Heaven 
hereafter, with ſo much on Earth, 
as is for our good, /willreceive you, 
and be your Father , and you ſhall be 
my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord 
Almighty. Having theſe promiſes, 
let ws cleanſe our ſelves from all pol- 
lation of Fleſh and Spirit , perfettins 
Holineſs in the fear of God: It ſeems 
then, that humble fear of offending 
God, and loſing his promiles, by not 
performing of their conditions (not 


coming. out from among thewicked,. 


or coming out , not cleanſing our 
ſelves more and more. from all 
pollutions of Fleſh and Spirit) is 

B 3 _ 
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ds 


not only the beginning of Wiſdom , 
25 you have it elſewhere, but perfect- 
ive of Holineſs, which is our on] 
true Wildom. Were all that ſl 
the Name and Goſpel of Chrift Feſus, 
ſincere profeſſors, or were all that 
begin to be (o, ſecured for ever from 
cealing to be {o, by turning back 
to diſobedience and unbeliet ; Saint 
Pad, and St. Peter, would w_ chus 
both of them exhort to fear , leſt a 
promiſe being left them of entering into 
G-d's Rei, any of them ſhould ſeem 
to miſs or full ſbort of it. But ſince 
it is ſoclear and manifeſt, that many 
profeſſors in all Ages have been 
taithleſs, and hypocritical in their 
profeſſion ; and ſince it is ſo diſpu- 
table at leaſt, nay highly probable, 
both from Scripture, and from rea- - 
ton and experience, that many pra- 
feſfors ſincere at firſt, may prove 
backſliders, and fall away from their 
former righteouſnels faithy and obe- 
djence, *tis both the Duty and 
W iſdom of all to tear , left any mi's 
© 
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of the promiles,for want of perform- 
ing ſincerely and conſtantly the 
neceſlary conditions annexed to 
them, Scarce is there any part of 
- Divinity more dangerouſly miſta- 
ken, corrupted, debauched, by the 
prejudices or intereſts, paſſions or 
luſts of ſeveral Men, made more 
inſtrumental, to flatter and cheriſh 


Er eg 


ſay, of our faith, while the precepts 
and threats, which have as much 
right to be believed as they, his 
Kingly and Prophetic Office , to 
which he was as particulaply anoin- 
ted, as to that of Prieſt, being 
too commonly ſet alide as unnecel- 
ſary; nay, wich ſome not only 
look'd upon as no part of the Goſpel, 
but as dangerous to be obtruded-for 
the objec of Faith or Duty. Some 

| - B 4 would 
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w 


would perſwade themſelves and 0- 
thers, that the promiſes of Chriſt are 
ys and abſolute, confin'd ro 
ſome few, and to thoſe howſoever 
they be qualifed ;, when. as the 
whole tenor andcurrent of Chriſtian 
DoQrine proclaims direttly the 
quite contrary, that they are general 
and conditional; a pieure that 
looks every Man 1n the face, that 
comes into the room, but cannot be 
imagined to eye any Man elle, un- 
reſtrained to all , provided they 
perform the condition , and an 
'ETPg#H5%) Tjulile 5 thoſe diffulive rich 
Store-houſes, ſealed up againſt all, 
who do not perform it. Shall we 
therefore have the patience , the 
uftice and piety, yea, the wiſdom 
and faithfulneſs to our ſelves, ro 
refiſt a while theſe ſtrong prejudices, 
ro reſcue the ſacred object of faith 
from ſuch miſpriſions, to [ct up the 
promiſes of Chrif# henceforth in 
ſuch a poſture, as may have the 
fafeſt and kindeſt influence ; the 
vt Mp of pow- 


bis Eternal Reſt. * 9 
powerfulleſt and moſt benign aſpect 
on our Hearts and Lives,not to ſwell 
and puff up our phanlies any longer, 
with an opinion that we are the [pe- 
cial favourites of Heaven, to wh 
the promiſes of Reſt are conl1 
, unconditionally, or without poſhibi- 
Forfeited z- bur to en- 
1ge our Souls to that 
univerſal conltant righteouſneſs , 
rallnch, obedience. 2s well faith, 
. which may really inſtate us in thoſe 
promiſes, that may, like the Angel 
to St. Peter 1n Priſon , awake us our 
of our ſleep and dream, and ſhake 
off thoſe gyves and manacles, which 
keep our feet from walking in 
ways which God hath preſcribed , 
and thereby even confine and fetter 
God himſelf, if I may ſo ſpeak, from 
making good hispromileseffectually, 
to ſuch indiſpoſed unqualified per- 
ſons. If we' look on the lives of 
moſt Chriſtians profefſing the Gol- 
pel, with great pretence'at leaſt of 
confidence , that they ſhall be ou 
= takers 
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takers of God's Reſt,that thepromile 
thereof belongs to them , though 
they live as thole that ſet up their 
Reſt in the luſts of the fleſh, thoſe 
luſts of the Eye, that pride of life 
which is directly contrary tot, and 
the love of the Father , we have but 


his Eternal Reft. IT 
ring performance of which, there 1s 
no reſt of Gods to be had. W here- 3 
fore both 1n reſpe& of the former = 
faithleſs Profeſſors, and of the latter 4 
backſliding Profeſſors , let us fear, 
as the Apoſtle exhorts us, fear in 
wiſdom tqwards our ſelves, and fear 
in charity towards others, fear and 
watch over our (elves and one ano- 
ther, watch and pray , labour and 
ſtrive, /eſt a promiſe being left us of 
entering Gods reſt, any of us ſeems to 
fall ſhort of it, for want of attending 
to its conditions, which is not onely 
an outward profeſſion bur a lively 
faith working by love, and that not 
onely begun or continued for a 
while, but perſevering to the ead, 
Deſpiſe not then the motive of Fear, 
leſt you deſpiſe your own Souls. To 
fear any mortal vilible enemy, any 
earthly temporal danger, in an holy 
righteous cauſe, is cowardiſe and 
 ſervile 'baſeneſs: to fear the labour 
of ſtudy and diligence, is {loth and 
idleneſs: but to fear God and his 
righteous 
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righteous threats, eſpecially- thir 
of loſing his reſt, of incurring his 
endleſs intolerable diſpleaſure, this 1s 
a wile andgracious fear;nor only the 
beginning of Wiſdom and Grace, -. 
but its ſafety and preſervation , its 
watchful Monitor, Exciter, and 
Furtherer all along ; for it makes 
us examine and prove our elves, 
whether we are as yet in the faith, 
well ſettled and grounded, ſuch a 
faith as works by love anq ſincere 
obedience , . not a groundleſs or 
fruitleſs credulity, perſwaſton, con- 
hdence of all being. well, on « bare 
profeſſion; and when we have found 
| thar we are fincere in faith, repen- 
rance, love, obedience, it awakes 
our care to continue ſo, by growing 
in grace, and perlevering againlt _ 
whatever allurements or terrors , 
leſt we fall from our own ſtead- 
faſtneſs, and hold not faſt the 
ground of onr confidence to the end. 
Ir works on our memory, and re- 
'vives our hunuility for {ins paſt ; it 
| : works 


_ works on our reaſon , and ſtirs up 
our care againſt ſin for the future. 
The fear of miſſing or falhng ſhore 
of Gods reſt, of incurring intolerable 


eternal trouble, anguiſh, and pain, 


reltrains us from running on 1n the 
ways of deſtruction. In the reſtraint 
ſome hope of pardon ſhews it {elf ; 
in this hope we ſee the mercy and 
love of God, and thea at laſt perceive 
the horrour and uglineſs of ſin, not 
onely 1n its puniſhment, but in it 
ſelf, This Jaſt hath more of love 
than fear in it, and the fear 15 now 
become filial; for a good Son will 
fear the anger of his Father ſo much 
- the more, becauſe he knows the 
greatnels and ſweetneſs of his love , 
and by that fear preſerves and in- 
creales his filial obedience. Our 
Saviour. commands his Apoſtles 
themſelves, who ſure were Sons, 
and had the Spirit of Adoption , 
to fear him that can deſtroy both body 
and foul in hell fire , that they might 
not fear, but chooſe to ſuffer all , at: 
an 
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Man could infli& on their bodies, 
rather than hazard the loſs of his 
favour; for,what's tlie fire of per- 
ſecution to tHat of Gods wrath ? of 
the pains of a Rack for an hour of 
two, to the torments of hell for 
evermore? The Fathers call this 
fear, $14 © emWuulag, Lronywnlw 67; evodCion, 
£ evaaxlieroy F d3abay, the bridle of Iuſts 
or diſorderly appetites,and not onely 
the entrance to Pier 
dian of all Vi 

St Jerom confeſle 
ſtrictneſs of his life to this fear ; and 
St Ambroſe lays, Love it ſelf is upheld 
by it, Somie would confine fear to 
Mount Srnat, as if Mount $702 did. 
exclude it ; whereas the Apoſtle ha- 
ving compared the Law on the one; 
and the Goſpel on the other, Heb. i 2. 
18, 22. adds preſently wer, 25. See ye 

uſe not him that ſpeaketh, for if they 
eſcaped not' who refuſed hini that ſpake 


on earth, much more ſhall nat we eſcape, 


-if we thru away from him that ſpeaks 


from heaven, And then concludes 
a the 


his Eternal Reſt. 15 
the whole Chapter with theſe 
words, Wherefore let us have prace, 
whereby we may ſerve God;Ftceptably, 
with reverence and goalf ſear ; for our 
God is a conſuming fire, 1 know that 
of S* Aug. is true, Brevs differentia 
legs & Evangelij, Timor & Amor. 
Bur "tis the fear of temporal puniſh- 
ment which 1s proper to the Law, 
wherewith, as allo with hope of 
remporal promiſes, they -were in 
that Nonage allured or terrified, firſt 
to outward, then to inward ſpiri- 
tual obedience. We ſhould indeed 
for the great kindneſs and enamou- 
ring amiableneſs of ' our Redeemer 
and Redemption, be all on fire with 
thankful love; but we muſt con- 
ſider not onely what's the height of 
our duty we owe to our Lord, but 
what's that which at firſt entrance 
into his School we can perform) 
and what afterwards through the 
remainders of corruption we till 
need, and what he will be pleaſed 
to accept. Thus to be frighted and 
| | . Chaled 


to reachor keep..Tarquam in Platonis 
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chaſed to happineſs is an Argument 
indeed of our imperfection; but ſince 


our ſtate is as yet imperfed, 'tis our 


Wiſdom to le all ſuch helps as our 
Lord allows of, And yet even tn 
the ſtate of innocency our firſt Pa- 
rents needed this motive, and had 
not fell if they had uſed it : they fell 


with this thought , that they ſhould 


nor fall. They who in this lapſed im- 
perfe&eſtate,require ſuch Chriſtians 


,onely asare made upof all love, do 


but Yotum accomodare , non Hiſtoriam , 
nec qualis eft, ſed qualis eſſe deberet 
deſcribunt, They tell us what their 
wiſh is, and our duty; but conſ1- 
der not the real Hiſtory of what is, 
and what is likely to be effected. 
Thus Tully fays of Cato, that optimo 
animo &ſummi fiae utens, nocet, inter- 
aum Reipublice , with an honeſt and 
good meaning he did ſometimes 

much hurt to the Commonwealth, 
by impoſing that ſtrineſs. of Laws 
and Manners, which 'twas not able 


Re- 


| ? : 
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Repablicd non tanquam in face Roninti ; 
fitting his ſenterice rather to Platy's 
phanlied Uropiay Commonwealth, 
than to. the real ſtate of Ree, Sol 
may ſay of theſe Perfectioniſts, they 
do not remember that they have ro 
do with Men, in whom ſomieremain- 
ders of the old Man will ſtil! be 
luſting againſt the Spirit; and thoſe 
luſtings muſt be check'd, and chil'd 
and ſuppreſt ſometimes , with this 
fear of falling ſhort of God's Reſt , 
and falling into intolerable Trou- 
bles. And yet ſuppoſe they were 
as St. Paul, and feared Sin more 
than Hell, yet the height of fome 
Mens grace is no ground for a gene- 
ral Doctrine; nor becauſe Love 1s 
the beſt of all, therefore may Fear be 
made unlawful ; as if that were 4 
Sin, which God propounds to keep 
us from Sin. Hell Iam ſure is a part 
of our Creed as well as Heaven, and 
God hath propounded both a Fribu- 
nal and a Mercy-ſeat, and if we 
may ſerve God —_ did ,. witty 
att 
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an eye. of hope to the recompence 
of reward, why not with an eye of 
fear towards him , who though a 
Father, will-judge every man ac- 
cording to his works. Our Saviour 
indeed, Lake 12. 32. bids his flock, 
how little ſoever , zo? fear , becauſe 
i is their Fathers pleaſure to give them 
the kingdom; but the fear he forbids, 
is the oo of diſtruſtfulneſs in him, 
or his promiſes , or afſiftances ; as 
if he would not or could not defend 
his obedient Children againft the 
numerous Herd of the wicked ; not 
the fear of incurring his holy and 
juſt diſpleaſure, in caſe they ſhould 
do what muſt diſpleaſe him. We 
do not fear as the Jews did, 'preſent 
puniſhment to reſtrain us from that 
luſt, which otherwiſe we love and 
would willingly follow. Our grea- 
teſt motives of obedience are not 
from that ſpirit of bondage, which 
looks chiefly on temporal things , 
and thinks it {elf rejeCted for ever if 
chaſtiſed here, or tried with afflicti- 

Bs Ons ; 
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63s ; for the Goſpel direats us to 
things inviſible and eternal , much 
tnore clearly than the Law, and 
makes aMiGions patiently endured, 
the ſign. of Gods favour rather than 
hatred ; nor 1s it contrary to the 
Spirit of Adoption, to fear offending 
him that adopted us, left thereby 
he difinherit us. Though we are 
received into the family of Gods 
children, and muſt love God above 
all as our Father, love our Redeemer 
fo much more than all Relations , 
than life ir {elf and its deareſt con- 
teritments, as to forſake and: re- 
nounce them for ever, rather thay 
him : Yet we are ſtill exhorted and 
enjoyned-to paſs the time of our 
ſojourning here in fear, not to fear 
what Man, but God can do unto us; 
To love him as a Father, and fear tg 
loſe his love by offending him ; to 
| love the Son, and kiſs him with 
reverence leſt he beangry ; to loyg 
the Holy Spirit of God, and fear to 
grieve, ref}, and quench hin , 

2h, © 2 leſt 
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leſt we turn his grace into wan- ' 
tonneſs, and make him withdraw 
His gracious preſence , that would 
enable us in holineſs and righteoul- 
neſs to ſerve him , without fear of 
any evil that can befall us ſo doing , 
or of any enemy that can hurt us ; 
and yet to fear him whom we ſerve 
as our Lord and King. A good Son 
may fear to incur his Father's 
wrath by ceaſing tobe ſo, and yet 
cry Abba Father. 

_ Tertullian interprets that of Saint 
Fohn, Perfett love caſts out fear, of 
lazy fear, that will not go on in the 
way of grace, for fear of a Lion in 
the way, ſome hazard, and difficul- 
ties likely to meet him ; not the fear 
of Gods wrath poſlible to be incur- 
red by ſin and backſliding , but of 
temporal dangers and perſecutions. 
If our love be perfeQ, though with 
the perfeCtion of ſincerity, that is, 
habitually prevailing over all other 
loves, *twill caſt out ſuch fear, and 
make us lay down our lives for the 
Vu Bre- 
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Brethren, to glorifie God , and en- 
courage others by the evidence of 
our faith, content to adventure any 
thing for Chriſts ſake, even death it 
ſelf; but ſure not the diſfpleaſing of 
God, and the torments of Hell, that 
were too prodigal an alms, too 
wild a valour , direaly contrary 
to the love as well as fear of God 
in Chriſt, Charity again caſteth 
out all tear, but by degrees; as that 
increaſeth, ſo fear abateth. If our 
SanEtification were as perfeCt for 
degrees, as univerſal for its parts ; 
were our obedience. like that af 
Angels, which cannot fail, we 
{ſhould need neither hope to encou- 
rage our love, nor fear to guard it ; 
but while it is only in part, the beſt 
Chriſtians in this ſtate of imper- 
fetion, may have uſe of a Deaths 
Head, and make Gods threats as 
well as promiſes, ſubordinate means 
to concur with the prineipal ; But- 
. treſſes to keep the Building from 
 {werving, while the foundation of 
*6 & Faith 
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Faith and Love keeps it from ſink- 
ing: Fides & fpes tata ſi canta, fecurd 
ft follicita. Tert. Fear makes our 
lovereverent, our hope wary , our 
faith diſcreet. If the Sails be too 
full, chey may endanger us as much 
as a Rock ; for Fear as a Rudder 
ouides and ſteers our Faith and 
Hope , between the gulph or ſands 
of Deſpair ; ; and the rock of Pre- 
ſumption or proud Security. Serve 
we the Lord then in love, but in 
fear too, and rejoyce unto him with 
trembling , as David 1} eaks ; fear 
him- as Lord; love ind; rejoyce in 
him as Jeſus ; yea, and fear him as 
Teſus too; fear to offend ſo: gracious 
a Saviour, to vilifieand hazard ſuch 
prectous Salvation , ſir t:mor tnng- 
centie Cujtos , Taith St. Cyp. ut Dems 
gut in mentes noſtras clementer in- 
finxit, in aninnt | hoſpitio juſta ope TAE FOE 
FEReatNr. 

If God hath ' entered into our 
hearts through his Son by his Spirir, 
ſet us $ be glad and rejoyce in. his. 
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preſence , for thankful joy is his 
entertainment ; but let fear keep 
the door, that nothing enter that 
may diſpleaſe ſo holy a preſence. 
— Atunt quidam , faith Tert, f 
ſatvo metu (vel fide) peceare; lome 
ſay , they can venture on fin with- 
out any prejudice to faith or fear ; 
ſic ergo & pf (ſakvi venta) detruden- 
fur in Gehennam , dum {alvo metu 
peccant ; fo ſhall ſuch who ſay and 
do ſo, be thruſt into Hell , without 
any prejudice to God's mercy, Or 
Chriſt's merit and intercefliog. 
Whether we conſider the infinite 
eternal worth and weight of this 
Reft;the intolerable endleſs troubles 
of miſſing it, or the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of hating and ſhunning all 
evil, of loving and following all 
- duities and graces, 1n order to at- 
taining the one, and eſcaping the 
other. - Whether we look upon the 
weakneſs , inconſtancy , treachery 
of the fleſh within' vs; or upon 
the variety of temptations, alluring 
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and terrifying us from the world 
without, ſet on by the Devil with 
all the vigilance of ſubtil malice ; 
or on the ſhortneſs or uncertainty 
of the time wherein this Reſt; muit 
be ſecured, or loft for ever. Whe- 
ther we look on the love and inh- 
nite mercy bf God, in offering , 
purchaſing , inviting , drawing us 
to this Reft at ſuch a price, by ſuch 
powerful obliging variety of means 
or motives ; or on the deceitfylneſs 
of mans heart, willing tq think the 
conditions of it, fewer and eaſier 
than they are ; and fo ſatishie it ſelf 
in the hopes of it qn an outward 
profeſſion , a ſpeculative faith , or 
a partial obedience. _ Or laſtly, 
whether we conſider the poſſibility 
of falling away through ſloth or 
impatience , r Hh the ſincere -re- 
pentance and faith, jove and obedi- 
ence, which was begun, All and 
every one of theſe call for an hum. 
ble watchful fear, and godly jea- 
louſie over our ſelves , folicitous 
Ccau- 


'» of no Arguments, | but ſuch as were 
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cautions and diligence leſt we fall 
ſhort of it. Take heed then; of 
thinking this fear of miſſing it, 
either unneceſſary, or unbeſeeming 
Chringy Profeſſors or true Belic- 
vers ; Iince many Profeflors are no 
true Believers, and they that are 3 
may ceaſe to be ſo, unleſs they A 
watch and pray affiduquſly , and F 
work out their own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, Look not upon 
it, as too laviſh for Perſons re- 42 
generate , and Children of light ; .J 
ſince ſure it is that the Spirit of God, 3 
and the holy Apoſtles made choice 


fit to be made uſe of by Chriſtians ; 
and the motives of fear, are more 
than once the Arguments they 
choſe, even ta thoſe who had been 
made partakers of Chriſt , and 
were of the Houſe and Family of 
God ; ſuch as had received the 
Kingdom that could not be moved; 
Heb. 12. 28. Who yet, are. there 
exhorted ey dey, to haye Grace; 

| or 
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or to hold it faſt, by making an 
humble diligent uſe of thatpretious 
Talent. Or if you will 942» exyer, 
to be thankful to God , the muni- 
ficent donor of ſuch a benefity and 


this duty raiſed to the height, to 


the ſerving of God evapiars, whether 
that refer to the Perſons, and ſigni- 
fe ſerving with cheerful alacrity ; 


for fear and chearfulneſs are very 


conſiſtent, the former the Guardian, 
the Conſervator of the latter ; Or 
whether it refer to God as we ren- 
der it , ſerving him acceptably , 


with reverence and godly fear, you | 


have ſtill in this Apoſtle, the mo- 
tives of fear annexed to this duty ; 
for our God 1s a conſuming fire. 
'T was wiſdom then and ſober piety 


in him that ſaid, He would not leave. 


bis part in Hell (meaning the benefit 
he found in meditating on God's 
threats as well as promiſes) for all 
the Goods of this world ; knowing 


[how uſeful the fleſh of the Viper 


| waSto cureits-poiſon ; the torments 
at- 


a ak! 


"( a 


bs Eternal Reft. 27 
attending upon fin, to check its | 
temptations ; the apprehenſion of | 
a Fever or other diftermper, ans» 
nexed* by conſequence, to re{traut 
from thoſe pleaſant forhidden fruits, 
which courted his Senſes, and ſol- 
licit is Phanſie ; the deadly hook; - 
to keep from venturing on the bait; | 
the Sea,from the Syrez. - 

Thus when the Apoſtle exhorts 
the Hebrews to fear, Left any of then 
ſhould ſeem to fall ſhort »f' this Reft 
The word ſeem , ſignifies not only 
an outward appearance of the 
things, without a reality of the 
danger or miſery forewarn'd of ; 
but in Let «5s take heed , is allo 
meant a real incurring the ſame , 
without taking heed to the counſel 
given; or it maybe, the Apoſtle 
choſe to ſpeak lo, to mitigare the 
ſharpneſs of that which he ſpake 
* to the Hebrews, _ - ME: not 
e thought toconclude them Ape- 
ſtates, but only to fear they may be: 
{o; ualels they look'd good time 


warily 
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warily to1t. Such charitable Rhe-_ 
toric we read him uſing Heb. 6. 9. 
But beloved , we are perſuaded better 
things of you , and things that (are 
near or) accompany Satuation, though 
we thus ſpeak, It may be alſo he 
faith Seer, to ſtir up their fear and 
caution the more, againſt ſuch cold- 
neſs, ſloth,and inconſtancy of mind, 
as began to appear among the He- 
brews , which if not in time bewai- 
ted and reftihed , might hazard the 
. Prize ſet before them, and fall to 

peremptory infidelity. Thus he 1s 
charitably ſuſpicious of them , axd 
jealous over them with a godly jealouſee, 
as he ſpeaks 2:Cor. 11. 2. and gives 
withall to underſtand , that *tis not 
enough for a wiſe and thankful 
Chriſtian, toabhor and avoid utter 
Apoſtacies, and final _— of 
Gods Reſt ; but *tis their {a = , 
duty, and honour, to keep from the 
very approaches to it , and appea- 
rances of it ; and not to give any 
accaſions to others, to hear, ar ſee, 


or . 
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% think that _ are fellen, or fal- 
ing away. ' Abſtain from all appea- 
rance of ge F J Th '# h— T6 
while you indulge your ſelves to 
ſloth , and give your ſelves over as 
far as you may with any hopes of 
attaining Heaven, to the pleaſures 
and cares, or other concerns of this 
Life ; you do not only ſeem to fall 
ſhort, but do ſo indeed, and plainly 
appear to do ſo. - And this 1s the 
laſt ſence of the word /e/t ye ſeem, 
that is, appear and give too great 
undeniable evidence , that you are 
of thoſe that apoſtatize , and fall 
ſhort of Gods Reſt. 

So when it is ſaid, v. 2- The 
Goſpel was preach'd as well to jus as unto. 
them , Tt does not imply that #he 
Goſpel was preach'd as clearly 
and fully to them as unto us ; but - 
that it was. preach'd ſufficiently to 
them,in ſucha manner,and mealure 
revealed, as was moſt ſuitable to 
thoſe times, by types and Prophe- 
ſies., ſpiritual and eternal things, 

| ungaecr 
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under the vail of external and viſt- 
ble temporal things ; yet ſo that the 
light ſhone through the vail on all 
their hearts, who were attentive 
to the drift and true aim , the 
grounds and reaſons of them, and - 
to the Propheſies that went before 
and along with them, to make 
them the clearlier underſtood. The 
Apoſtle by ſaying As well to ws, 
ſpeaks by 2 wewas, or intimation, of 
ſo well at leaſt, and much better ; 
for to us the Goſpel is preach'd , 
without intervention of Types and 
Propheſies, 1n its clear, full, attual 
exhibition , unveiling thoſe Types, 
fulfilling thoſe Propheſies, revealing 
the whole Myſtery of Godligeſs,and 
Counſel of God much plainer , dif- 
peniing the Light and Grace of 
Spirit more generally and ' 
pkntifully : So that the Argument 

runs thus; If they that had Gods 
Reſt promiſed to them more ob- 
ſcurely, and ina lower degree and 
meaſure , yet fell ſhort of it for 
ths | Want 
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want of being found, and conſtant 
in Faith and Obedience; how much 
more fhall they do ſo, who having 
the Goſpel preach'd unto them in 
its cleareſt tulleft degree of light 
and power, yet do not receive , 
believe, and obey it, with faithful 
fincerity and perleverance? 
Now by faith, for want of which 
the Word preach'd did not profit 
them, 1s meant ſuch a firm welk 
grounded perſuaſion of Gods un- 
changeable allſufficient Wiſdom 
and Truth, as toadhere and cleave 
thereto, againſt whatever appea- 
ring difficulties or temptations. 
For the ancient 1/7 ae/ites , they had 
molt. of them once believed God 
and Mofes, when they flew the 
Paſſover, and fprinkled their Doors 
with the bloud thereof , went out 
of Egypt, though Pharaoh was ready 
to purſue them, and went thr 
the Red Sea into the Wilderneſs 
towards Canaaz, following the con- 
duct of the Cloud and Pillar of 


Fire 3 


32 The weary Traveller 


Fire; but when there aroſe an 
new difficulty or temptation, Moſes 
his abſence for 40 days, want of 
Water, Bread for a while, nay want 
of Fleſh,theAllurements of Women, 
though Heatheniſh Idolaters, the 
news of Gyants and high Walls, 
they ſtrangely forget the former 
evidences of Gods Faithfulneſs , 
Power , Goodneſs, and Truth ; 
queſtion and tempt him, repine 
and murmur, and turn back in their 
hearts to Egypr. 

Wherefore *twas want of con- 
fideration, and ſerious attentive 
frequent minding what they had 
formerly known and believed , 
which continually expoſed them 
to fall away to unbelief and diſ- 
obedience : Such are the grounds 
and motives of Faith propounded 
in Scripture, that they who attend 
impartially and ſeriouſly , cannot 
with any true reaſon, deny their 
afſent and - approbation of that 
Dottrine, . which they prove _ 
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and blind the heart, that final gs 
hitency ; and infidelity is rhe iflue 
in too too many, Let no man then 
deceive himſelf with preſumptious 
Hopes, of entring Gods Reſt,on bire 
profeſſion ofhis Goſpel(for that may 
be counterfeit 3; and void of any 
well grounded faith ; ſure to fail if 
time of Trial.) ne Op 

Thus we ſee the word and meang 
of grace, though never ſo wiſely 
and powerfully diſpenced , may 
prove very generally itjeffeCtual ; 
for want of beitig mixt with faith 
in the partakers: And that they 
who enjoy the means of grace, and 
hy oe not wrought upon by them, 
o faith arid obedietice, ſincere, and 
durable, their call and profeſſion , 
of being the People of God, does 
them not onely no good ; but 
haftens and aggravates their con- 
demnation ; is it not time then @r 
thoſe who live 1a, the light of the 
Goſpel Los never 1 think atty Na- 
tien dio, for - a of Yeays; 
Gs > 4 
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if this hath not) to look to their 
hearts and lives impartially ; and 
thence diſcover what grounds and 
ſtability of faith; there 1s inthe one, 
what fruits and good effeQts in the 
other ; and if they find themſelves 
at a loſs, to take the blame intirely 
and wholly to themſelves, not to 
the want of means and motives, . 
Paſtors: or Teachers, $skillful and 
faithful , but to the want of their 
own attention and conſideration ;. 
their taking up their profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity on no better or ſurer 
' grounds; than that whicha Pagan, 
or Mahometan relies on , for their 
wicked errors. Or if they have 
taken it up on better, and know 
what, and why, they believe ;. 
then they are clearlier convinced, 
and condemned by their own con- 
{cience for not perſevering , and 
ingreaſing that faith by living fin- 
_ cerely according to.'it , but con- 
tradicting their very faith, as well 
as profeflion , untill. the __ 
| | A 
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fin hath darkned, ifnot extinguiſht 


their former evidences ; is 1t not 
high time then for any that finde it 
thus with them, to caſt away all 
longer delays. of felf abhorrence 
and repentance, to return to God 
and. their own hearts with ſhame 
and grief for their 'former back(ſli- 


dings,and for ever, from henceforth: 


to be the more humble for what is 


aſt, watchful and zealous for the 


uture.in reviewing their faith, and 
living by it in-Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs, Purity and Peaceableneſs , 
Obedience and Patience, left that 


faith which hath been deadned,: 


and contraditted ſo long and often ; 
turn toa total and final apoſtacy in 
the end, ; 


There's nothing more clear-/ in” 


Holy Scripture than that they 
whom God vouchſafes to call by his 


loudeſt' vaice ; | and powerfulleft” 


means , to Repentance and Faith, 


and Obedience ;' are — there-: 
aigouſhy\ 


by ſo: much rhe | more - 
Tips D 3 guilty 
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zuilty of willful ingratitude, un- 
belict, and diſobedience, and there. 
fore liable to ſo much the forer 
Condemnation 3 unleſs they re- 
pent, believe, and obey according 
te thatlight and grace which was 
afforded them : You have I known of 
all Nations, therefore you will I puniſh 
the ſooner and more ſeverely. 

T his is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the World, and ye have 
lowed darkuef rather than light. Woe 
_ _ Can R _w> unto thee 
Bethſaida, for if the 4 works,c, 
they had pre may ah fackeloth 
ard aſhes. How ſhall we of all others 


Ls 


e{cape, if we neglett ſo great ſalvation. 
1 It is indeed a-great favour and 
mercy of God to ſend us his Goſpel, 
to:prevent us with all the means 
of grace , but favours and mercies 
abuſed and perverted:; mcreaſe the 
Pijilt of thoſe that receive then , 
but! would not uſe. them to God's: 
glory and thar own. Salvatton.: 
And: yet what more Common and. 
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eneral for Men and Women of all 
orts , to ſuppoſe"themſelves ſafe 
enough , and entiftiled ſufficiently 
to God's Reſt , becauſe they are of 
the viſible Church , profefſing that 
Truth which ſhould purify and 
ſanftify them, but doth not, becauſe 
it 15not aright confidered and: latd 
to heart, in its grounds and reaſons, 
terms, and conditions, as well as its 
promiſes, _ | 
_ - The greateſt part of the Jews 
.you ſee, though brought out of 
Egypt with many Miracles, made 
the peculiar People of God, the 
lively Oracles committed to them , 
and what not that could be defired 
to make chem holy or happy, yet 
. for want of conſidering and beliey- 
ins the word of God, forfeited and 
Jof theirTitle to Cana2y. And the - 
greateſt part I fear of Chriſtians ; 
yea of the pureſt profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity , wilt forfeit and loſe 
their Title to Heaven ; unlefs they 
conſider , belteve, and obey the 
D 4 Gol- 
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Goſpel of Chriſt more ſincerely, 
impartially, conſtantly than hither- 
to they ſeem to have done. And 
if they muſs of Gods Reſt, for want 
of conſidering and performing its 
conditions , their anguiſh and pain 
will be ſo much the heavier ta all 
eternity : They that have the Ora- 
cles of God, the word and Sacra- 
ments; Paſtors and Teachers gran- 
ted to them, and yet are never the 
better, and holier, are ſo much 
worſe ; becauſe they diſgrace, and 
bring a reproach on the greateſt 
and weightieſt Truth in the World, 
as if 1t had no evidence or power 1n 
it, The Iſraelites once were like 
Gideons Fleece, full of heavenl 
Dew in a drought; endued with 
thoſe high and happy priyiledges , 
of which- we read Rom.-2, 3}. and 
 Roma.9.4. But yet becauſe they lived 
not an{werably to their vocation , 
but made their privileges occaſions 
of Pride, and vain preſumptian of 
Gods favour ; till ar laſt they re- 
fg. I-11 _ jected 
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_ zeQed theirvery Meſras, of whom 
they boaſted as their peculiar , they 
are at this day like the Mountains of 
Gz/boa barren and dry, while 'the 
Dew of Heaven hath fallen abun- 
dantly upon the Nations. The 
favours ſhewn to the Chriſtian 
Church 'are greater than theirs, 
becauſe the Truth is clearlier 
revealed , the meaps of grace more 
powerfull and leſs burthenfom.. But 
yet theſe favours, if truſted to, and 
yet neglected ; will prove aggrava- 
tions of God's diſpleaſure. To be 
- furrounded with {uch-helps of Gad 
from above, of Men below ; ready 
to further us towards Heaven, -of 
precepts to guide, promiſes. to en- 
courage us, and yet to fall ſhort of 
Gads Reſt, is a double and treble 
ſhame and ſorrow : Wherefore if 
not in gratitude to God , for all his. 
mercies , yet for fear leſt ' thelg 
mercies prove by our own. willtal 
negleCt and contempt of-them, the. 
aggravations of pur miſery', let-us 


while 
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while it is called to day ; excite 
_ our ſelves, and exhort ane another 
torepentance and faith , holineſs , 


and righteoufneſs, obedience and 


patience, againſt whatever tempta- 
tions ariſe. We have a promiſe 


mfallibly ſure , incomparably pre- 


tious, of entring Gods Reft,his word 
to quicken us; his Sacraments to 
confirm us; he Grace to prevent 


_ affiſt and follow us ; If we hearken 
to his word, and reſtft not his grace,. 


neither Prophane nor Idolize his 
Sacraments, but receive them with 
faith and reverence; as they were 
umftttuted in love: If we hear the 
Church, and watch over our ſelves 
and one another , Sin ſhall have no 
dominion over us, we ſhall be built 
up from one degree of faith and 
holinefs to another ; until we enter 
Gods Reſt ; without any fear or 
poſſibility of falling from it : But 
rf-we neglect the conditions of it , 


2nd traſt to the promiſe as if it 


were abſolute; to the means of 
"YM grace, 
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grace, a5 if they were even 
will nd in delpur; and ſnd for 
ever 10 Muc greater trouble 
2nd anguiſh; for having miſſed of | 
God's Reft , offered unto us on ſuch 
conditions. Let us awake then, and 
excite our {elves and ane another ; - 
by all the arguments of hope and 
, love and gratitude, that fo 
| God may have the honour of all 
his favours beftqwed upon: us , and 
wn the CE, an camfart , of 


fo and Re 

Now this * Reſt Es, is oat: 
| the Reft of «the Subboth or Canaan: 
in_this life ,, but that etgraal Reft 
with God in Heaven , implied in-: 
deed and preparation made for it. 
by the Sebbork; Typified by Canaan, 
begun here by beliepcesth pars 
in-us firſt fruits, through ith and 


A but _ to be had int its full: 
harveſt ; 
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harveſt ; its perfeCt peace and joy 
in God;*till we come to Heaven : 
We which have believed,ſaith Saint 
Paul, do enter into Reſt , that is, 
ſhall if we perſevere in faith and 
holineſs, enter into it perfeQly ; 
without poſſibility of forfeiting or 
lofing it ; do enter into 1t now by 
faith and hope in God's promiles ; 
by love and obedience of his pre- 
cepts, which gives us a real Title 


to..it; yea a true, __ initial- 


:mperfeCt defeaſible admiffon into 
It, by that Reſt from the guilt of 
Sin, which faith and the merits 
and.interceflion of Chriſt Je/ws, re- 
cetves and imbraces with peace and 
Jjoy, by that Reſt from the power , 
diſorder and tyranny of Sin, 
which faith procuring Gods Spirit, 
and looking upon the certainty a 

weight of his promiſes and threats, 
the-- beauty and excellency of hi 
precepts , o—_ with the great 
' obligation of God's mercy in 1en- 


ding his Son to.die for our ſins, 


and 
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and-rile again for our juſtification, 
effects and enjoys. Thus believers, if 
{ach believers as rely on the promiſes 
of God's Reſt , -with faithful. reſo- 
lutions and endeavours to perfor 
its conditions ; do enter 1ato it 
initially ; and ſhall enter into- it 
eternally. But how proves the 
Apoſtle this ? the proof of it is in 
theſe words. He {cid I have ſworn 
in my wrath that they ſhall not enter 
my Reſt, who ſhew themſelves obſti= 
nately unbelieving and diſobedient + 
The Argument is taken 4 contrario,, 
from the nature of contrary things ; 
If infidelity and diſobedience , be. 
that alone which excludes from the 
promiſe of God's Reſt; then faith; 
. and obedience, or ſuch a faith as 
produceth obedience, is that which 
entitles us to enter into it , for. 
God's promiſe cannot. be fatisfied ;. 
nor wholly norutterly diſappointed, 
or made to become. of none effeQ: 
And therefore though they whg: 
would not believe it ;. nor keep 1ts> 
| CON 
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conditions, fell ſhort of it, yet they 
who believe and perform its con- 
- condirions muſt-enter into it : Yea 
tits- very wrath and oath apainſt 
Ae one for their unbelief and difo- 
bedierice; implies and jnferrs his 
complacency , and love towards 
the other , his undefeaſible decree 
and axth ; that they perſevering in 
fairh and bbedience ſhall enter , 
and fully erijoy his Reſt ; And this 
_— not —_ > _— 
For 1 wa of Jeſws , the Son o 

Nun , Ke oy them Reſt, then 
would not David afterwards have 
ſpoken of another Reſt; from 
whence the Apoſtle inferrs, what 
hebeganwith ; there Remains there- 
fore a Reſt ro the People of Gol; 
_ Mother manher of Reſt than that 
of” Canaan ; eternal and perfect 
with God in Heaven, to which 
the true «or or Few the Son of 
God ; muft- prve us entrance by 

faith in hitn; of whom Foſh42 the 

Son of Nu», was but an imperfect 
og = frai- 
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tranſitory Type , as thai. Reſt of 
Canaern,and of the Sabboth,was of the 
perfect eternal Reſt ; whuch ſtill 
remains for Gods mo (the whale 
Church of true perſevering obedi- 
ent believers.) From what the A- 
poitle hath {aid we may make this 
obſervation ; That Man hath no 
true and perfeCt Reſt in ought but 
God : His Reſt is Mans Reſt, becauſe 
he is the Reſt and happineſs of Man; 
the ultimate compleate ſatisfaQtory 
object of reaſonable creatures ; To 
Reſt in any thing but in bim, as our 
happineſs, without dependance on 
him as the Author, and reference 
to him as the end thereof, is {inful 
vanity and vexation, ſure to end in 
eternal trouble without repentance. 
Canaan: it ſelf was not to be the 
final Reſt and happineis of the 
Iſraelites, nog, mult any thing in 
this World, any thing leſs than 
God be ours; What God bath faid 
to the..Fews of old ----- be much 
more clearly hath ſaid and proved 

to 
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to us Chtiſtians : Ariſe and depart, 
for this is not your Reſting place. The 
Heavenly 'Reſt and eternal life of 
ſeeing God, as he 1s; was but ob- 
ſcurely and imperfettly revealed to 
them; who lived before or under 
the law till Chriſt came, in whom 
the promiſe of it was made, when 
man had loſt all hope of it. It was 
tillthen, wrapt up as 1t were ih the 
feed and bloome of T and Pro- 
pheſies, implied and intimated in 
the Sabboth,and Canaan, and Tempo- 
ral bleſſings, attending Piety in this 
life rather. than manifeſted, and 
brought to light 1n its cleareſt evi- 
dences - and ſtrongeſt aſſurances, 
as. now our Lord Jeſus hath done ; 
who hath brought life and immor- 
tality to light through the Goſpel , 
and therefore if. they were obliged 
only in God through,Chriſt Heſs ; 
to place their happineſs in nothing 
below, but to look on him through 
the vaile of Types, and Temporal 
bleffings ; how much more are is 
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obliged ; as well as enabled , todo 
ſo, to whom Chriſt hath been ex- 
hibired withall the fulneſs of Truth 
and grice , revealing the whole 
counſel of God , our Reſt in' him, 
and the way to attain it, without 
obſcurity and beyond diſpute ? 
If David foreſaw and foretold this 
Reſt to be remaining ; when he 
not only enjoy'd Canaan, and. its 
bleſſings, as the other 1/rae/ires did ; 
but the very height thereof; as a 
proſperous King ; If he could ſay , 
Deliver me O Lord from the Men of 
this World , whoſe portion is in this 
life; I am a ſtranger and ſojourner 
here as all my Fathers were ; How 
much more are we obliged to think 
and ſay ſo,who have not ſuchTypes 
and Temporal bleſſings to vaile the 
- Objett of-our Reſt; and interrupt 
our fight of it, to whom the Son 
and Lord of David, hath been ex- 
hibited, exemplifying and teaching 
us, our only Reit to be xn God the 
Father, through him the Son, by his 
E holy 
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holy Spirit , dying to purchaſe an 
_entrajice to it, riſing and pens 

and fitting down in a Glorious Re 
at Gods Right Hand to aſſure us of 
it. It is no leſs than the fin of 
Idolatry fo place our Reft , con- 
fidence or happineſs, in pleaſures or 
honours , poſſeſſions or riches, or 
any thing elſe that this World can 
"Own us with ; it 1s the bitter 
pring or Root of all fins ; It con- 
tradicts the deſign of God, in giving 
us any Temporal bleſſings ; he gave 
them to help us unto him , that 
reflecting upon him as their Author 
and end, we might be perſwaded 
to love him incomparably above 
all; if wefall in love with them, 
inſtead of raiſing our love to him, 
we quite pervert the intent of his 
favours, and turn them into hin- 
derafices , to his diſhonour and our 
own ruine. He gave them tocom- 
fort us in our journy ; and ſhall we 
{o miſtake his meaning , as to ſet 
Ip our dwelling in the Inn, _ 
; ra- 
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Travaile no farther towards Our 
Country hut. forget the giver , be- 
cauſe of that- gift which was ſenc 
.us on purpoſe, to mind us of him? 
This were to to be that curſe on 
our he er Soong : Prophet fore- 
er than —— might fall 
hay enerties; Let their Table 
be made a ſnare, and' that which 
ſhould have been for their wealth, 
- be an occaſion of filling -to them. 
| This were indeed to provoke God 5 
either to withdraw thoſe favours, 
which thus he ſees reſted in, inſtead 
of him, oreHetoembitterand curſe 
them from yeilding any content 7 
and if he ſhould ſuffer us {ill to "peſt 
_ in them tohis diſbonour,, *twould 
prove thegreateſt , ſureft curſe of 
all others, to hive and die in this 
falſe . decertful tranſitory Reſt ;, 
which leads:to'; and ends .f £tcr- 
nal trouble, and) forrow of body: and 
Reft, muſt Prax able to give him 
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all things below do neither fatisfie 
-Uus, while we have them, nor can 
continue with us longer , to yield 
us that Reſt or leaſure which we 
fancy. - We ſpend' ' much time 
and care'to' get them, agd when 
we have gotten them, as We think, 
they die in the mid*{t of our em- 
braces, and: leave little or nothing 
behind them, but ſhame and loath- 
.1ng : Tetet adeptos, quod adepturos 
torſit , we pine tor them as Ammon 
for Thamar , and then repine at 
-our ſelves and them, that we were. 
ſuch fools as to ſeek our Reſt, where 
*twas not: Therefore all carnal 
worldly Perſons, whether the ſen- 
{ual or voluptuous , the-covetous, 
or ambitious, are fain to wander 
from one purſtui and deſign to ano- 

_ther;till having runthe whole circle, 
-they are weary and giddy, perplext 
and tired, and cry out, -Vanjty 0 
vanities, all is vanity and vexation, - 
no Reſt to be had below., and how 

-fhall we hopefor thatabove , who 


MmCVET 


CE 


hy Brernal Reſt: 53 


never ſought till*twas too late: Ahabs 
Kingdom ſeem'd as nothing , unleſs 
he, might have Naborhs.Yineyard ; 
andhaving obtained it byPerjuryand 
Murther , it preſſed him, tg: death 
_ and Hell. Alexander had no Reſt, till 
he Conquered, he thought, one 

Vorld,. and: then had as little.,. or 
rather leſs, ſuſpe&ing. and: kilting 
his neareſt Friends, untill he drank 
himſelf to Death and. found that 
Poiſon in Intemperance , which he 
feared ta find from his Cup-bearer, 
Let's.conſult our own experience, 
_ and hearts, hath any of .us who 
have run through ſeveral ſtates of 
life, with Hopes of Reſt, FREa this 
or that were attained , found. the 
Reſt which we hoped for,. and not, 
either quite mils:d what we ſought, 
or miſs'dof thatReſt,and ſatisfaction 
. which we ſought, and hoped. $0 
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have found ? Or if any of us-have 
been fo happy, and yet ſa miſerable, 
ſo happy as to obtain our delires ; 
and yet ſo miſerable as ta deſire.ng 
ya Ez more, 
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more, noReſf in Heaven, no Peage 
and foy of life eternal with God} 
cart any” of us' withont fapifying 
our very Reaſon, cormmot: ſenſe; 
25 well as fatth, take Reft in that 
which 'we' know 'we mult leave 
&re many years, and which for 
onght'we know may leave-us e're 
matty days? Thas we fee what an 
hainbus fin ; indeed the Spring of 
All ſins ts, to ſeek or defire to Reſt 
in otghe but Gad,arid withall, what 
2 folly and madnefs it is againſt our 
ſelves, as well as a fin agamft God 
And yet how'guifty &f this ingrati: 
rude and this folly are moſt Chrifti- 
ans, if we reckon them fo, who 
carry” the name and profefion of 
Chriſtianity ?' If God fend' Men 
health and wealth,peaceand plenty; 
_ Poſſeffions and honours; how ready 

are rhey to ſet up their Reſt on this 
fide Jordi 2 whereas all this was 
ven them toraiſe their gracktinge, 
wards its Donor, 'and make them 
reby long after him , thar.they 
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might at length Reſt in-him-: But 
if. God ſend them aMlitions and 
troubles , to wean them and drive 
them from this their folly ; they are 
troubled and grieved as if they had 
loſt their God and Saviour in loſing 
that which they had not loſt , it 
they would but have uſed it mode- 
rately and thankfully , as coming 
from God , and leading to him. 
But woe, and reſtleſs trouble , and 
anguiſh for ever more, muſt, and 
will be their portion ; whom nei- 
ther proſperity can inyite, nor ad- 
yerſity drive to Reſt in God: Se- 
condly, They who. believe with 
{ſuch a Faith in Chriit Fe/#s as 
works by Love, the Love of God 
above all, as their perfe& eternal 
Reſt and happineſs , their All-ſuf- 
ficient ſhield here, and exceeding 
great reward hereafter, they alone 
doenter God's Reſt ; Here by Faith 
Hope and Love, hereafter by full 
immediate, inſeparable. fight and 
truition ; Here they enter God's 
| E 4 Reſt 


56 - The weary Traveller 
Reſt inchortive , by bavinga' Title 


God through Chriſt Fe/# , by hav- 
ing a true ,- though 1mperfeCt: pro- 
ſpect or foreſight of it, through 
Faith in: Gods word and the merits 
of Chriſt, Now this 1s a bleſſed 
Reſt to the Soul, compared with 
that miſerable toile and drudgery; 
fears and troubles, which all un- 
believing and diſobedient wicked 
Perſons lie under, how. proſperous 
ſoever their outward condition in 
this World ſeems. - The Reſt of a 
Traveller, is far ſhort of one that 
is come to his Country and Home , 
and yet it isa true Reft , compared 
= ||: with one that wanders through de- 


af, He that now knows he is 1n the 


we 9 aA 


Frefted in all turnings ; protefted 


< 
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£0 it, as adopted Soris atid: Heirs of 


iarts,boggs andprecipices intoruine. 


 bis'Eternal*Reſt. - wy 
from-alldangers,, refreſhed and re- 
lieved/dtevery-Stape?; with come. 


\petent f60d'3nd corafonable Reſt 
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this Mans heart iscitifi ſnd quiet 
from thoſe” arixieties; - which- the 
other ſuffers; and though hemult 
pe donngnn LET tg 
and temperate in-his'Thn ;' and 
Travel forward withawatchful dil 
gerice, and painfuF induſtry, ye 
his-labours and cares have-the-Reft 


"veg" Y 


my 


of Hope, and cheatfil expettance 
ang home; #& his Reſt and joy in- 
This is the Reſt: of holy Tra- 
vellers. towards : Heaveft-, - their 
Country,their God and Father : To 
which Chriſt, Maze--11. 28. Invites 
the weary and' heavy: laden , -and 
Into which, when they'come unto 
him, they enter by Faith ; if ſuch 
a Faith as takes up. bis Yoke, 
and wears his burtherr with meek 
neſs, and lowlineſs, as eaſy-and gra- 
Cious, Faith laies hold on the merits 
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of Chris; and reſts on him that 
takes away the ſins of the World ; 
by the propiitiation of his obedience, 
for Pardqn and Peace, as knowing 
nothing elſe can procure it but that. 
That moft certainly and fully ſhall 
procure. it. for all that come unto 
God by him, for mercy andgrace. 
God was,in Chriſt, faith St. Pax/., 


2. Cor..5. 29, 21. Reconciling the 


World uarg. himſelf, not imputing 
their Treſpaſſes to them ; for he 


bath made! him to. be ſin for us, 


who knew no fin ; that we might 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God 
in him. He, might have declared 
is mercy to us lame other- way , 
but this was the only -beſt way to 
_ declare his Righteouſneſs as well 


as Mercy, ithat he might be juſt 


as well as gracious, in juſtifying the 
PI myo pr oY There- 
fare being juftifyed by Faith , we 
enter into Gods Reſt, having Peace 


' 


with God through Chriſt Feſws, 


laith St. Paw, He that relics his 


weary 
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Soul on this: Rock- and: ſurg 
pant Sever ſhall never be aſhamed 
5&f his Hope, if be rely wieh ſuch 
a Faith and Hope 0n' it;;/ag/accepts 
of the Yoke, 95 wells the Ned 


bat ſhall is as'\ ows 
in Half by deg vie; oty 
find the Reſt his So reals 
and affured unto' him more and 
more, tilt he attain.that wanexpogic, 


{, fulneſs of Peace and: Joy in 
, which St. Pad: <h; 
to the: ch 


Row.S.38. pr orrage anything 
God that j 


echo whois he that 
condemaeth? 'Tis Chriff that died, 
or rather is riſen again: to God's 
right hand , and there -ndakes in- 
tercefſion for us. As for afflitions 
that often may and'do'follow this 
Reſt of Faith for juſtification ; 
St. Paul ſhews in the: next words 
that chey rather confirm and ratific 
the pardon, DE 
it; through char: 
Gods wiſe and | 
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:althings work- together 


for: Janis; Fog to: ahoſe that: love him. - 


above all: 'Who ſhall ſeperate us 
from the:lave of God: in; Chriſt ? 


ſhall Tribulation or Diftrefs , Per. 


{ecution'ior:Nakednelſs'; | Famin or 


Sword 218 alll theſe we. Are. more | 


than Conquerbrs th 


loved us." If weak Chriftianscom: [| 


ing to.Chriſt- with faithful defi 
—_ reſolutions to weare his:Yok 
and bear:his\Burthen , meekly : 
humbly, find tiot this Reſt of -oſtif 
cation, with fuch a degree of ms 
and Joy,as St Paul expreſfeth, * 


riot becauſs Chriſt givethchem _ þ 


what he progiſeth ; but becauſe 


he givethit them gradually, ACcore | 


ding as they: ate able:and-fit , by 
therr - Faith" to; receive: 1t;;; +for he 


Gith toevery Soul now, as to them I 
In:St; Mate: 9.24: Beit tanto. you, Wf 


according to;;your. Faith;,-if your 
Faith -be:{trong;and; lively, both-in 
aid in 2my promiſe and;rinerit , 

and in widertaking that:: Yoke of 
UNEELD Obe- 
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lis Yoke ; : though: they find 'er 
as. yet that Reit and Peace' which 
rag Sauls rcfive; pray: and "_ 
vr OW 
_ Blefſed is be that. idyerti: tid 
| wateth withiutible Prayer 1 'Gods 
Jeifure-; ſince he hath ' promiſed 
who. cantiot fail ;- that he's will .not 
[| break the bruiſed Reed ,: but Zive 
4] in time the Garment of joy, 4or the 
| Spirit of heavineſs : and: 1/4. 57; 
ix, 16. 1 xilldwel with tbecditrice 
\hronble Spit to neqive-tt, for Twill 
| byat contend! for. 2ver |, neither will 7 

Fte ad vays wrath, teſt rhe Spd 5+ ſboudd 
MN fact before mee j aid rhe Souls: which 
Ibeve made; This i you have een 
the firſt Reſt which true: believery 
enter irito- even here in this fife 
| the Reſt of Pardon, and. Juſtifica-: 
| £i0h upon their [Repetitatoe and 


*# Faith in Chrilk, [The ſecond, is'a. 


Reft from [the Tyrdrinous t&igiy:of 
| ſin; by, thoſe :Motives of Hapeand 
Near; Love - ag 
| fairh' pafindade etl from - Chrifts 
Goſpel 
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Goſpel and the Spirit of grace; 
Holineſs and comfort , which faith 


procureth by earneſt Prayer. Now|. 
this is ſo neceſſarily joyned with 


the other, the Reſt of Pardon, that 
'tis its ordinary ſtanding evidence, 


_ and the means to obtain it more 
- and more. For we may not come 
to Chriſt for Pardon, to give us 


the Reſt of juſtification from {ſins 
ilt, and condemning power, by 


* 
4 


his Blood, unleſs weſo value that 


pardon and its price, as fincerely 


to hate, and-be heartily willi 


to forſake that ſin, which the wil- 


dom and holy juſtice of God could 
not, or: would not remit or for- 
give, but at ſuch a price as his 
own eternal infinite Sons humili- 
ation to, and in that humane na- 
ture which had offended. :We 
muſt feel as well the burthen of 
fins loathſom filth and hateful diſ- 
order, as well as that of its guilt 
and pumſhment, before weare thoſe 
weary and laden, thoſe poor and 
humble 
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hutable ones in Spirit ; who have 
a. Title to rely on Chriſt for Reſt 


_ from both; but to thoſe who {o 


come unto him; our. gracous Lord 


never denies ' what he invites to, 


Reſt from the laviſh ſervice of 
lin, as well as from its intolerable 
guilt and condemnation : His blogd 
and ſpirit are never ſever'd ; where- 
ever: the one 1s aCtually imputed 
to juſtification; the other 1s always 
imparted/alſo to ſanQification, and 


therefore-St. Paul joyns them ro- 
gether ,/ x Cor..6. 11: Such were 
Tn of you, but ye are waſbt; but ye 


are fanttified, but ye are juſtified, in 
the —_— yr: the Ld 69/5 gu 

the Spirit of our God: And Rom. 8; 
2. 9. The Law of the Spirit of life 
in Chriſt Jeſas , hath ſet me free 


from the Law of ſin and' death; But 


if any\ Man bave not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he it as yet none of his, though 
he may be his by repentance and 


Fi And 


, ab er Pat's 5 
——_— þ . q F ” . Sad # 4 dl 
ot pA a>: —  —— — : If debit He ao dat - - 
o : i. A. s *. ” M MT | ; 4 i! os wee PEER: wh i , " 
R "GN 
. +4 Ty 
- % 7 £FY, my 
bf as 4 
+2 
4 : 


H "4 & 5 I Q C Dy G OE" 
SEDAN ADA ICAIEAREWReEES © ou ef 76 ns R 


as od bo it A rant 23, Þ5 7. 


ud .7 Ps 
5 G4 ORs Aa ares tid $94þ 0, ew x7 
\ A 
44 ; 


63 The wtary Traveller 


. And indeed: this Reſt froth ſins 
doiinion, you will eaſily ſee to 
be a neceſlary, and great, part of 
the Souls happineſs in this bite, if 
you will but. conſider the burthen- 
fome drudgery, that wicked Mett 
kb under until they obtain it, and 
Enter into it by ſucha faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, as works by obedience. : For 
Every perfon: living in any courſe 
of imptety; un —_—_ , Ntems 
perance, 1s 4 felf-acculing ſelf. 
condemning,, divided creature, a 
terror and e unto himſelf;;' 
- Hecannot chooſe but wiſh and 
deiite eternal Reft , yet is:cnſto- 
marily drawn - by thus \luſts:. and 
paſſions.,' to'do that which .certain« 
ly leads to eternal anxiety and. tri- 
bulation. * \His: teaſon. ifvites: him 
tothat: good which is Spiritual,im- 
mortal, infanite, and therefore a 
farisfatory: Reſt to his. Soul ;-to 
the: only God who made him at 
firſt, and who alone can make him 
happy. But his luſt and paſſions 


draw 
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draw him away to. that which js 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, Not 
_ tinite o fac , and {ſo dil- 
M1intin at filthy and 
%- e, oy {0 diftrsRing and vex1 
his Soul with foul e765 My an 
guilty ſhame. His Spirits = 
conſcience often tells him, that he 
ought to maintain att humble hol 
communion with God , by rank 
and Hope and Love, Prayers and 
Praiſes; that ſo he may be prepa- 


'red to {ee him in that immediate 


clear revelation of his glory-; but 
his luſts and paſſions, 10 burthen 
and oppreſs him, that he cannot 


lift up his heart to God, nor draw 


near his holy preſence with any 
delight , but ſtudies to ſhun him, 


and live without the remembrancs 


of his goodneſs and, mercies; thay 
he may forget hispower and juſtice, 
To behold the Creator in the.Crea- 


ture, and love the ver in his 


gifts to contemplate his O#eT 
wiſdom and ' goodnels , zo 
F 3 $7 
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his word and works\ to be thank- 
full for his paſt benefits, rejoy-+ 
_ Cing in his preſent favour, and 

panting after his bleſſed preſence 
to all eternity ; to fit himſelf for 
that preſence, by purifying himſelf, 
as he is pure ; by being righteous 
holy and mercifal , 33 he 15; to 
govern himſelf and thoſe that are 
under him, in ſuch order as God 
preſcribes ; this is the Reſt as well 
as the Labour of rational Souls 1n 
this life, a pleaſure and honour as 
well as a taske. But ſin is ſuch a 
burthenous Tyrant and oppreſlor , 
that it makes the ſinner imploy his 
reaſon, made to ſerve, know, love 
and enjoy God : It makes him im- 
ploy this reaſon in the drudgery of 
covetouſneſs, in the brutiſhneſs of 
Tufts, and ſenſuality, in the devilliſh- 
nefs of malice, envy, revenge, pride 
and ambition. His reaſon was given 
to ſtudy God and his Will, to pleaſe 
and delight in him here, that he 
may for ever ſee and enjoy him, 


with 
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with mutual complaceacy ; to hel 
others to do ſo by word and leed, 
and who is there that hath not 
quite . unchriſtian'd and unman'd 
himſelf, but in ſober retirement , 
thinks this a work that hath plea- 
{ure in it, and Reſt as well as Lp- 
bour ? But fin is ſuch a weariſom 
" Tyrant and oppreſſor, that it makes 
the reaſonable immortal Soul, that 
heavenly breath, that Image of Gad, 
a ſneaking Pandor to his luſts; a 
drudging purveyor to his belly and 
_ appetite ; a fawning diſlembling 
falſe hearted flatterer, to his pride 
and ambition ; a ſlanderous ſyco- 
hant, detraftor and whiſperer to 

Senvy ; a brawling railing reviler 
to: his wrath or anger ; a bloody 
afſafſinate to his revenge ; a griping 
extortioner, or theeviſh cheater 
to his covetouſneſs; a {educer and 
tempter, that is an aſſiſtant to Satan 
in ruining his own and other Mens 
Souls : And when all this is done, 
lee what —_— reſtleſs: toyle 
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remains for the ſinner. He would 


live for ever in this World, but 


ſees he muſt die and be call'd to 
account; and ſeeing that, he would 
die forever, and turn to nothing, 
but that he ſees he cannot neither. 
He would have Gods favour, but 
dares. not come near him. He 
would live in peace and approba- 
tioh with himſelf, but a civil War 
and contrary defires, luſts and paſ: 
ſions, contrary each to one another, 
and all to reaſon, tear and divide 
him from himſelf, He would live 
at Reſt and Peace with other Men, 
but his covetouſneſs and pride 
makes him injurious , his wrath 
and revenge, his malice and envy 
makes him impatient, and quite be. 
reave him of this Peace : He would 
be rich, but either his ſloth will 
not gather, or: his luſts and vain 
glory ſcatters as faſt as his induſtry 
pets. He would live in ſafety and 
eaſc, but his haughty ambitipn ,; 
makes him endure labour and dan- 


ger 
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ger day and mght. He would be 
m honour and high repute , but 
| his ſordid luſts and cowardly fears, 
oriping covetoulnefs or wrathfull 
revenge , makes him .hateful and 
contemptible, His pride and am- 
bition would command all Men , 
but it makes him firſt fawn and 
flatter , bow and cringe to thoſe 
whomhe ſecretly hates and ſcorns. 
He. would be true to his own prin- 
_ and religion, not give him- 
ſelf che lie, by profeſſing what he 
doth. nor believe ; but his love of 
the World, and fear” of poverty 
or of death, doth ſo diſturb the Reit 
of his Soul , that he coucheth un- 
der eyery load , complies and con- 
forms to 'any profeſſion: of faith or 
worſhip, which thoſe who prevail 
would have him ſubſcribe to, till 
he lay down his faith, hope, and- 
conſcience, at the feet 'of a Man,” 
whoſe breath i in his noſtrils, who 
threatens: and ſtrikes, * and 1s no 
more.” Thus he that ferves 1s = 
eſs 
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leſs indeed , oppreſt and tired with 
contrary Tyrants , crofling- and 
thwa one another , till they 

rack and tear the Man in pieces , 
anddrag him to everlaſting trouble, 
anguiſh and ſorrow. How ſweet 
then and highly pretious is that 
Reſt, which faith in God through 


Jeſus Chriſt enters into, when 


under the light and worth of that 
truth , which it hath received, it 


guides and ſubdues all its appetites, 
afteQtions and paſſions from a right 
principle by a right rule, toa right. 
end; which is nothing but God: 


and his word ; God as its author 
governour and app! neſs, or perfect 
Reſt ? For though the Reſt be yet 
imperfett , becauſe the World 
the Fleſh and the Devil do yet 


0 
{ed that no op ſhall over- 
throw it, unleſs we willfully and 


abftinately grieve that - Spirit. . of 


truth, holineſs and comfort, which 
was given us as the Seal of our _ 
anc 


ppote it ; yet Chriſt hath promi- 
c 
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and peace with God, the preferver 
and' finiſher of this Reſt , the al- 
ſurance of our preſent adoption , 
and future inheritance, if we will 
but wiſely and thankfully value 
thatReſt,into which we are enter'd, 
humbly and watchfully pray unto 
Chriſt to- confirm and increaſe it; - 
all oppoſitions ſhall prove advan- 

tages, all dangers , travails and l- 
| bours, ſq many evidences of Gods 
faithfulneſs'to us, and ours tohim;- 
of his being our all ſufficient ſhield- 
and ſupporter here, our exceeding 
reward and ſatisfactory Reſt for 
evermore. Now ſee what a bleſſed 
Reſt there is in faith and holineſs, 
and all thoſe graces which wait on 
them. Faith in God gives the. 
mind a Sabboth of Reſt, from all 
thoſe anxious perplexing enquiries, 
and felf contraditting reſolutions,” 
which humane reaſon left to it ſelf” 
is vexed with ; and ſettles the heart 
on that divine Wiſdom and truth, 
which can neither deceive nor be 
deceived, 
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deceived, humbling at once the 
underſtanding and advancing it, 
becauſe it is its greateſt advance- 
ment to be humbled under God , 


who never fails to honour thoſe ' 


who honour him ; and makes the 
conſcience ariſe and rejoyce, to ſee 
that it hath ſubmitted it ſelf to {uch 
a guide. Take faith in its meaneſt 
Offices , of truſting God: 1n our 
temporal affairs;refigning our ſelves 
to his wiſdom, power and goodnels, 
as one that can and will chuſe 
better for us, than we our ſelves ; 
what peace and reſt is this to our 
Souls, from all thoſe ſervile fears 


and cares, thoſe. baſe ſubmiſſions, 


and baſer oppreſſions, which the 
covetous worldling , or cowardl 

trembling unbeliever undergoes ! 
Though the Waters rage and the 


Earth ſbeke , yet he whoſe heart 


truſts in the Lord , that all things 
ſhall work together for good, he 
the only rilezyw®6., or a {quar'd 
Man, whom no change can make a 
ap change- 
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cliangeling, becauſe his heart ſtands 
faſt, and believes in the faithful 
God; heis gottenabove this region 
of rfieteors, clouds and winds ; be- 
caule the Lord is his ſun and ſhield, 
which no cloud can intercept , 
no wind ſhake, , But then in the 
higher Offices of faith , whereby 
it conſiders and embraces the glo- 
rious truth of God , 'our Redeemer 
and; Saviour, and ſees that they 


are as cettainly true as gloriouſly 


great. ns 
That former ſins . confeſſed:and 
fot{aken , are blotted out for the 
merits of Chriſt , the Law ſatisfied 
by ſach-a lurety ; Satans accula- 
tions ſilenced by ſuck an Advocat 
That aflitionsand death have loſt 
their ſting , and are. turned into 
benefits; That he who hath begua 
2 good work will alſo finiſh it, and 


_ never leave us in life and death, 


undill he hath brought us to periect 


Riff; and full happineſs both: of 


ſont and body ; what fruit can this 
STHUL Pr O- 
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roduce but peice atid joy in tlie 
| ” Ghoſt Pkeerfil conſtancy 

and perſeverance in doing and fut- 


fering the will of God ? It reſcues 


us from all thoſe trembling fears, 
and ſorrowful agonies, which elſe 
muſt ſeize upon out hearts, from 
the weakneſs of the fleſh and the 
ſtrength of our enemies, from the 
curſe of the Law, and the hor- 
rors of conſcience ; from the ma- 
lice and ſubtilty of the World and 
the Devil. How well then might 
St. Panl ſay we that believe enter 
Gods Reft ; do already, in good de- 
gree ; ſhall compleatly and un- 
chanigeably, if we perſevere. Hope, 
the ſecond Chriſtian grace, is ſo 
near of kin to Faith;that *tis lineally 
derived from it, and born of it; 
nor can that heart but find a com- 
fortable bleſſed Reſt, which hopes 
in the fountain of -all bleſſedneſs , 
hopes to ſee and enjoy him for ever ; 


and in that hope purifies himſelf : 


All other hopes are dead or dying , 
_ ſure 
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ſure to leave him void of Reſt, 
full of anxiety that builds on them. 
| This is the only {vely hope as Saint 

Peter calls it; becauſe placed in 
the fountain of life and joy it ſelf : 
This is that grace which applies to 
-our: ſelves the general- promiſes , 
the Souls Anchor , which makes it 
ride ſafe and triumphant in the 
midſt of tempeſts here below, be- 
cauſe it enters within: rhe vail of 
Heaven it ſelf, and takes poſſeſſion 
before hand of all. its treaſures , 
and by its joyful expeQations be- 
comesthat helmet in St. Pan!, which 
guards -the head againſt all blows 
of the World or Devil; wherefore 
he bids-us rcjoyzce #22 hope, be patient 
and cheerful in tribulation, inſtant in 
Prayer, and tells us, Coll. x. 11. That 
this is that which ſtrengthens the 
heart with all might , to all patience, 
and (ong [offering with joyfalneſs. Tt 
i$4ndeed the anticipation of Heaven 
 on:Earth,and makes the Reſt of that 
World, our portion in this. a 
7 or 
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Image: and tranſcript of God him- 
ſelf whois goodnels and love ; grea- 
ter thai: ker br faith or hope, 1s 
holy charity ; ; greater than they for 
Reſt andq di wadlenule: becauſe 
the very, fruit and end, the evi. 
dence and petfeCtion of both. Can 
there be-.any more bleſſed Reſt, or 
fatisfaQtion in this life , than the 
love of tim, who 1s infinitely 2s 
miable, whole glorious runner 
raviſh the Angels, into an cir? 
and admiration-of endeſs felicit 
what ever\we.do or can Jove elle, 
_ can neither be ſureto 


er of nor if we could, would fy 
isHe, but cloy or tire; and leave. 


h empty and diſcontented : , But 
to love God, 1s to Reſt mhim ! Nor 


can any thing tire or findh , anter- . 
| cept or diſappoint the Reſt and. 
peace, and joy of that lovewhichi 


15 Gxed an him, who 1s the cternal 
boundleſs good : Thisis Godlineſs, 
this i is Holineſs, to love Godin all, 


and 


for Charity [the third grace , the 
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ahd above all what we love beſides , 
and *tis our happineſs as well as 
holineſs, that which gives reaſon 
its throne, and proper dignity., 
above all thoſe blind , violent luſts 
and paſſions within, or temptations 
without ; which keep a Man from 
poſſeſling himſelf with any freedom 
or ſolid: peace ; nor can a Man be 
firmly vnited to himſelf , but by 
being united unto God : When 
once the Soul loves God {ſincerely , 
and conſtantly aboveall ; and hath 
relign'd its will to his, it hath its 
Reſt; whether the world {mile or 
frown, nothing can come amiſs 
to it, come what "will it cannot 
deſtroy its Reſt in God, | As 1s the 
Object or main end on which the 
Soul of Man fixes as its happineſs; 
ſo 'is the Soul for its. condition, 
quiet or reſtleſs, conſtant or wave- 
ring , diſcontented or ſatisfied : He - 
that parſues earthly things as his 
main end, becomes vain, unſtable , 


unſatisfied and perplexed, led up 
© and 
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and down by the fooliſh fire of 
ſence or phancy , changing as they 
and the World change , diſquieted 
with that vexation, and vanity 
which they find abroad, and that 
{edition they find at home, 'twixt 
reaſon and unreaſonable luſts, af- 
feQtions- and paſſhons. But he that 
reſts and centers himſelf on God 
through Chriſt, on that one end, 
and {overeign good, in that way 
which he hath appointed , which 
is indeed but himſelf, become a 
ſuitable way to that end he hath 
choſen ; that which wil unite and 
reconcile him, not only to himſelf 
' in all his faculties, deſires, and 
ations or pretenſions ; but to all 
the various, providenfial pew 
fations in this World , which ſeem 
-ſo intricate , perplext, and perplex- 
ing to fleſh and blood ; wherefore 
they that by faith have entred 
into the love of God above all, 
muſt neceſſarily have entred into 
| Reſt, inthe ſame degree in which, 
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it is evident to themſelves; that 
they have done ſo: And then the 
Charity which flows from the love 
of God above all, on his Image or 
Proxy or Net hbour , our Brother, 
our fellow .C riſtian .; 3 Is theirany 
thing beſides that principle, from 
which it flows more ful of Reſt , 

Peace and Joy ; than to love and 
promote his virtue and happinels , 
to love that nature which Chriſt 
aſſumed and died for ; to love the 
Image of God in Man, which is to 
love God himſelf by refletion and 
conſequence , and ſo indeed to love 
our ſelves, increaſe and ſecure our 
own happineſs? It is the voice of 
all Mankind not quite de enerated 
to beaſt; That Friendſhip and- 


Charity is the ſweeteſt delight of 


this life, next to that in God him- 


That male and envy, to be hate- 


| full, and hating one another, is 


one of the greateſt , odiouſeſt mi- 
feries, the Very Image of Hell it 
G 2 | ſelf, 
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ſelf, where there is nothing but 
hatred and curling; whereas of 
Heaven we underſtand little more, 
than that the bleſſed inhabitants of 
it love God above all, and one an- 
other as themſelves ;: nor can their 
happineſs fail or abate , becaule 
their Charity or Love © cannot. 
Bounty and Mercy, the frints of this 
Charity , makes a Man Gods Vice- 
gerent, in doing good to thoſe 
that are , or may behis; inreſcu- 
ing them from the Devils malice 
and wicked Men, by feaſonable 
relief of their Soul and Body, and 
is ſo pleaſant, fo joyfull a duty, that 
It renders thc grver more reſt and 
delight , than the needy receiver , 
and returns with , uſury at the 
preſent "into his boſom , by the 
comfortable. evidence . of his own 
ſincerity , and ſo of his intereſt in 
many - promiſes; both of ſecuring 
his temporal welfare, and increaſing 
his eternal. Love towards Men, 
eſpecially Chriſtians , for _ 

fake, 
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fake, melting our hearts, and 
opening our Eats, with cheerful 
joy to relieve their wants; free's 
our Souls from the chilling cold 
of unmerciful covetouſneſs, which 
gripes 1t ſelf as well as others; 
gives us reſt from the Canker of 
envy , and fretful malice, which 
makes us take delight and content 
in another Mans graces,' welfare 
and happineſs, as part of our own ; 
gives us Reſt from the rack and fire 
of rage and revenge, gives us the 
peace and honour , of conquering 
evil with good, and then makes 
us rejoyce again, that this 15 our 
plea for God: mercy towards our 
ſelves; And who then would re- 
fuſe or negleCt the Reſt of Charity ? 
Humility 1s another grace , which 
beſides the Calm and Reſt of Soul, 
which - Chriſt hath peculiarly pro- 
miled to 1t, hath ſack an attractive, 
controlling lovelineſs, that *tis 
the rival. of Heaven and Earth. 
God himſelf that inhabits eternity, 
We G } dwells 


86 The weary Iraveller 


dwells with the humble ; ( as the God 
of Peace brings Reſt and Peace 


wherever he dwells) and what wile - 


or good Man , loves not to dwell 
with ſuch-alſo ? So true is that of 


Prov. 16. 19. 'Tis-better to be of an - 


bumble Spirit , than to divide the ſpoil 
with the proud. How reſtleſs is pride 
in allitsdeſigns , and haughty pur- 
ſuits ? How diſcontented with God 


and Man if it miſs of them? And 


if it attain them , how full of in- 
gratitude and ſ{cornful diſdain , of 
fears and jealouſies on the one ſide, 
of tumors and ſwellings , of endleſs 
ambition on the other ? But the 


humble perſon enjoys the Reſt of 
thankful contentment in all-condi- - 
tions, thinks himſelf /z/s than rhe 


teaft of Gods mercies , had rather 
by farr obey than rule ; andif he 


receive contempt or injuries , is - 


not diſturbed with wrath or re- 
venge, but fits down 1n humble 


filence , - as fearing he may have - 


ſome ways deſerved it. : Great is 
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the Reft which meekneſs and patience 
| bringsto the Soul of Man : Mhekne/- 

1s the ornament of aquiet Spirit, 
very pretious in_Gods ſight, and 
therefore ought to be fo 1n ours. 
[I appeal to the reaſon and'expert- 
ence of any Man, whether: it be 
not reſt and eaſe, to forgive an - 
jury rather than be provoked to 
revenge; and to lay aftde thecon- 
ſideratton of other Mens rnalice, 
envy and peeviſhneſs, rather than 
tmitate it, and fuffer the' vexing 
remembrance of tt, to boil and 
ferment in our watchful- minds, 
until it hath conquered, and tranf- 
form'd us into the fame troublefom 
evil ? Is it not Peace, and 'a blef- 
ſed Reft to fit ſtill, and lift up nd 
hands, but thoſe of Charity, and 
Charitable prayer , rather than 
labour in fighting and wounding 
one another ? To hold ones peace, . 
than to rail and revile ? Which hath 
more Reft in it, to ftndy; to be- 
quiet, and do ones own bttſineſs,- 
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or to be 'prying and intermedling 
with other Mens office, faults-or 
ſecrets? To ſpeak evil of no Man , 
or to be always finding fault , ang 
Heak the worft we can of an 
rome from us 1n any reſpect 
Which: is the greateſt trouble a 
burthen, meekly to obey our Law- 
full Governours . , 4n Church. an 
State, where God hath not. com- 
manded. the- .contrary ; or. be -all- 
ways diſputing againft. a few harm- 
leſs indifferent ceremonies, untill 
:we have quarre'ld our ſelves , and 
others into a cauſeleſs ſcandalous, 
exnitious ſeparation? Then for 
F066" contented... patience ,, . that 
' precept 'of the O/d Teſtament , but 
wiſdom; and myſtery. of the New : 
. Thou ſhalt not covet , but be content 
patiently , with thy own portion ; 
« what 1s .it but. a Reſt:rather than 
. burthen, a urchaſe or-priviledge , 
« rather.than uty.when once learnt ? ? 
. Let the. Caraal or. \Worldly Man, 
| with: Hug bored tub of inſatiable de- 


ſires, 
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fires, cry as the Horſeleach ; give, 
ive and ſeek after wealth as he 
Thould after God, without bounds ; 
Yet the Heathen Philoſopher could 
reſolve it the only way -to true 
| Reſtznot to ſeek to rai/e our fortunes 
to our. deſires, but to. bring dows 
our deſires. to our. fortunes and 
preſent. condition : The one 1s not 
onely uncertain, becauſe.not in any 
Mans power , but impoſſible, .be- 
cauſe his deſires increaſe. with his 
purchaſes: , as fire with' -fewel:; 
whereas the. other 1s.poſſible; and 
certain. : Contentment and--pati- 
Foc gas God-; by placing its 
- wealth in-his favours, whe.havin 
promiſed him neceſfaries Harm 
a Kingdom. hereafter ,- hath taught 
- and *obliged- him to be: contented , 
. with any fare 'ypon the way ;-be- 
-.cauſe he ſees his being ſo , confirms 


and increaſeth his future happineſs, 


© Nullbo egere Det eft , quam pauciſſimis 


. Deo © proximum. As for - ſobriety , 
-: Fevperance , chaſtity , reaſon ſecond- 
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ded by experience, afſures any 


Man , that to drink to the queneh- 


ing of ones thirſt, or at moft to 
the moderate cheering one Spirits ; 
to eat to the ſatisfying ones hun- 


ger, or at moſt to the gratifying | 


of feſtival joy , hoſpitality , friend- 


- 


ſhip and thankful delight, in what 


God hath bountifully given, is all. 


the good that is to be had from 
Meat and Drink ; that *tis a trouble 
as well as afin, to fwill as if one 
were 10 a Feaver,. or till one brings 
himſelf to a Feaver,or Dropſy;to Eat 
and Drink till reaſon is drowned , 


ſmothered. and buried under the 


load, and till the Phantaſtick, forced 
leaſure of two or three miſpent 
ours , end in the pain of head and 


ftomach for - whole days after, if 
not in fome villainons luſt or paffion, . 
and bloudy quarrel, in ſickneſs and+ 
death both of Soul and Body. The.. 


conſcience finds all trouble in it, 


and the Body it felf ( for gratifying - 


of which, Gad and Confcience _ 
e= 
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deſpiſed ) find noRefſt within ſome 
hours: And what compariſon be- 
tween the reſt, ſafety, health and 
honour, of either virgigal or con- 
jugal chaſtity, which keeps the 
defires of the fleſh, under the 


power of reaſon and faith , lives 


in the hope of ſeeing God , pre- 
lerves the bond of love in Families 


inviolated , and the unclean ſhame- - 


ful exceſſes of wandring luſt , which 
are conceived with, fear and an- 
xiety , brought forth and finiſht 
with ſhame and ſorrow ; begin in 


diſorder of Soul and- Body, end in 
e, endin 
worſe; burn at firſt and conſume 


loathing ; begin in troub 


at laſt the peace of the mind , if not 
the health of the Body alſo ; be- 
ſides the confuſions , tumults , quar- 
rels it breeds in Families, and all 
for the ſneaking brutiſh delight ofa 


| few minutes? 
There is indeed one grace, which 
ſeems to have little Reſt in it : - 
The ſuffering perſecutions to death, 


ra- 
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rather than diſown the Truth , or 
violate duty : But God hath made 
ſo many promiſes to mitigate, 
and temper all temptations to the 


ſtrength, which we either now 


have, or ſhall receive upon our 
prayers, of his turning to goad, 
whatſoever ſeems mgſt evil: And 
of his rewarding our courage and 
patience with ſo much the 
greater weight of glory, that 
theſe promiſes being believed , 
we are enabled as well as obliged 
not only to be contented but joyful 
alſo in tribulations for truth and 
righteouſneſs ſake; and therefore 
no wonder, if ſuffering miſeries 
for the honour of God, and our 
Lord Jeſus, for the furtherance of 
our own ſalvation and other Mens , 
hath more reſt than trouble in it ; 
without this Reſt, a flow of all 
other good things, which this world 
can give, will leave a Man but a 
miſerable wearied Traveller , un- 
der a heavy load-and —_ 
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diſcontents and ſorrows ; and with 
this Reſt, all labour and ſorrow 1s 
inconſiſtent, and though we may 
not expett to have this promiſed 


ternal Reſt, endleſs felictty as our 


deſerved. wages, yet we may and 
ought to hope for it, as our pro- 
miſed - . reward. 0 Angels — and 
Saints departed this life, they have 
it allready, the Devils and damned 
are paſt all Hope. Great pains and 
labour do the Men of this World 
take, but not in orderto this Reſt , 
and therefore a Multitude of miſ- 
taken ſinners, lay out the chief of 
their days and time , 1n purſuance 
of pleaſures, and honours, and 
profits of this World, as if Heaven 
and- Salvation - were eaſy atchiev- 
ments, as if they might with a 
wiſh only at the laſt, come todie 
the death of the righteous, who-had 
ſo notoriouſly lived the ife of the 
wicked. Tis not only the doing; 
of evil, but . the not doing of en E: 
which: ſhall be .puniſhed'at t ny 
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day , the judge ſhall then condemn 
for not feeding, for not- clothing. 
Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire , for 
I was hungry and ye fed me not , for 
I was naked and ye clothed me not. 
Not doing of good 1s none of the 
leaſt evils; He that fits ſtill and 
moves not one ſtep towards this 
Reſt, by wearing Chrifts Yoak; 


and bearing his burthen , ſhall loſe 


Heaven as infallibly, as he that 
runs from it ; who ſo hides his Ta- 
lent, ſhall receive no other wages 
lave that of the ſlothful Servant. 
The way to Heaven is narrow , the 
Gate ſtraight , it muſt be ſtriving 
that gives us entrance ; not only 
the hopes of Heaven but the eſca- 


ping of Hell, makes it our duty to. 


be doing of good , and by ſo doing, 
we expreſs our fear, ft 4 Jar. 
of Reſt being left , any of us ſhould 
feem to fall + Ty 

J,e may obtain, is the command ; 


and all precepts of : Scripture are' 


back'd with threats for1Þ] ( or _ 
| Q- 
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doing, as well as promiſes for do- 
ing well, and are intended by God, 
as ſo many arguments, and ftrong 
motives to hold us to our duty ; 
do we our part and God will cer- 
tainly do his, and we cannot loſe 
the reward of Well doze good and 
faithful Servant ,enter into thy Maſter's 
Joy: The laft judicial ſentence of 
Chriſt of which we read, Matt. 25. 
Come ze bleſſed of my Father inherit 
the Kzngdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the World; is an invi- 
tation of ſo much mercy and love- 
ing kindneſs, that none can give, 
-nor can any expect or require more? 
What can-'the eloquence of Man 
add to'it , or what better aſſurance 
.can be deſired, than the gratious 
promiſe of ſo powerful, ſo faithful a 


' Lord? Or what greater reward can 
oy hope. to receive, than that 


e Author and diſpenſer of 
all good affures us, by letting us 
know what ever we doto the poor 
and negdy.,. he will. interpret it as 


done 
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done to himſelf and ſo reward 
our. labour of love as to Crown it 
with eternal Reſt ; an inheritance 
of that Kingdom, and all its joys, 
as well as honours which fade not 
away ? But we muſt not underſtand 
this award of eternal life , this glo- 
rious inheritance, to be the reward 
of the righteous, for the merit of 
their good works, as everlaſting fire 
is to the wicked for their demerits ; 
what ever the Romiſh Church pre- 
tends to, from thoſe words of our 
Saviour in the forenamed 25th of 


St, Matt. © The particle for (ay 


« they) is as truly cauſal by way 
« of merit and efficiency in the 


A 


* one as in the other; the form 
*© of Speech in both ſentences the 
i« ſame : Depart ye curſed into ever- 
. laſting fire. For Iwas hungry and 
« ye gave me no meat. Come ye bleſ- 
* {ed inherit the Kingdom, for 1 
* wa hungry and ye fed me. | 
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- In anſwer t6 this, tis clear e- 
nough , that though the particle, 
for, be granted to ſignifi cauſa- 
lity in both ſentences , yet need it 
not ſignifie the ſame kind , or de- 
gree of cauſality in both ; ang if 
It need -not , then: it. muſt not , 
unleſs they reſolve to contradict 
many -6ther.. plain Scriptures ,. ra- 
ther than depart from their own 
vain, .and proud conceit of merit- 
ing Heaven in. ſtrict juſtice : For 
firſt, The word or, particle for, 
may fignfie only the cauſe of our, 
or others knowledge; that the King- 
dom of Heaven is their inheritance 
by. true title .of gracious promiſe; 
or-the Covenant of ' grace and met- 
cy in Chriſt Jeliis, which accepts 
and rewards repentance, and faith, 
working by. love, wheteof theſe -. 
works of Clarity , are the fruits - 
and. figns.....For every Authentick .. 
Declaration , or Reyelation of afty. . 
\ ETGEOSS : - of 
truth , before unknown, is the true, 
tauſe of our knowledge of it, though 
not 
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not. of the real truth which 1s ſo 
known; Now among ſuch as pro- 
eſs Chriſt and calf hith Lord, tis 
hidden to us, whio are the trup 
heirs of . the Heavenly Kingdom , 
and, who not , untill at the day of 
final judgment, when all Men ſhall 
be judged by their 'works. - The 
firſt infallible certain knowledge 
which ſhall be had of this difference, 
is from the declarative ſentence of 
that infallible righteous Judge , 
who hath declared he will proceed 
with one, and the other, accordin 
to their ſeveral works, when al 
muſt -appear before the Judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may 
receive the things done inthe Body , 
according to that he hath done, whether 
zt be good or bad. 2 Cor. 5. 10. The 
ones performance of good works , 
declared and teſtified by the Judge , 
{hall be the true cauſe by which 
Men and Angels ſhall know them 
to be the heirs of that Heavenly 
Kingdom , which here they _ 
and 
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and longed after, with faithful 
defires, and endeavours , ſuch as 
þrepared. and fitted themſelves for 
1t. The others omiſſion of good 
works; teſtified by the lame Judge, 
ſhall be the true caviſe by which we 
ſhall know them to be utterly 
unworthy of Gods everlaſting fa- 
your and mercy , tmoft worthy of 
death eternal. Weſhall then truly 
krtow , that the one are Crowned 
( as faith St. Cyprian) according to 
Gods grace, which graciouſly ac- 
ctpts of faithful ſiricerity in ſtead 
of ſtrict legal perfeCtion ; and that 
the othet are condemned according: 
to juſtice, becauſe they neither ful- 
filled the law, nor embraced the 
Goſpel, upon its gracious terms 
and conditions., That the ones 
omiffion of good works ; and com- 
miſon of evil ones ; 15 the true 
meritorious cauſe of rheir condemns 
fation : And that the others per- 
formance of gootf works, at laſt 
in farthful refolutionr , atid that 
H Zz hearty 
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hearty inward faith, hope ; and 
love, which would have produced 
them , if time and ſpace Fad been 
oranted, is the teſtimony or decla- 
ration, that they are the Sons of 
God, heirs oieverlaſting life, though 
not the meritorious caule of their 

Salvation and life eternal. 
_ We commonly come to know 
the cauſe by the effect : and there- 
fore this word , for, may, and doth 
often point out , not the cauſe of 
the thing it ſelf, but the effeft, 
and our knowledge of the cauſe by 
it, That's the Major,*tis commonly 
faid, for the Mace is borne before him : 
Let no Man think, that the bearing 
of the Mace before him, is the 
cauſe of his being Major (his lawful 
Ele#ion was the cauſe of his Ma- 
Joralty , and Is Majoralty the cauſe 
of the Mace being carried, or borne 
before: him ) but the bearing the 
Mace before him, is the true cauſe 
of many Mens knowing him to be 
the Major. And this anſwer th 
b the 
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the queſtion, may ſerve with grea- 
' ter probability , than ought our 
adverſaries bring for themſelves. 
But with more clearneſs and evi- 
dence of reaſon, agreeing with 
the Analogy of Faith, and the cur- 
rent of Scripture, I anſwer, That 
the particle for implys a cauſality in 
bath the ſentences, but in one, that 
of the wicked, the ſtrict meritorious 
ſole cauſe of their condemnation ; 
whereas in the Godly, and Chari- 
table Perſons, the heirs of Heaven, 
the for implys ſuch a cauſal m- 
fluence as that which they call 
conditio or cauſa ſin? qua non, good 
works, or that faith working by 
love of God and Man , whence 
they ſpring , and the neceflary con- 
ditions , - without which no Man 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom ; yea the 
neceſſary qualifications, withour 
which he hath not only no worthi- 
neſs, but no capacity , no fitneſs. 
to prepare himſelf for that King- 
dom, whoſe happineſs is to ſee 
| H 3 God, 
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God , with mutual complacency: 


And no Man can fo ſee the holy, - 


merciful, gracious God , the God 
of Love, and Father of Mercies, 
the faithful, righteous, unchange- 
able fountain , of all that 1s pure 
loving or lovely , unleſs he be like 
him , and bear the Image of thoſe 
his perfeQ&ions, though imperfectly 
as_ to degrees, yet impartially 


and ſincerely as the tranſcript and: 


reſemblance of that Wiſdom which 
comes from above , firſt pure, then 
peaceable.  Unlefs his religion be 
that undefiled oze before Goa, which 
pans the: Fatherlefs and the Widow in; 
afriftion , and keeps himſelf vaſtot- 
ged from the World. Theſe and the 


like graces , with their fruits (if 


time be granted to bring them 
forth ) art not only deſcribed and 
required , clearly and frequently in 
holy Scripture, as the necetfary con- 
ditions, without which no Man ſhall, 
bur as the mneceſfary qualifications , 
without which no Man can ſee the 
Dpprroacrebe roramy + aampent Lord, 
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Lord, with holy eternal love and 
joy. And therefore tio doubt the 
for hath a rational inference init, 
as to the acceptance, awd reward 
of the godly, and righteous perſon. 
Come ye bleſſed of ty Father inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you : for I 
Was huxgry, 4nd ye fed me, &Cc. Fox. 
' ye have performy'd the conditions, 
which I in my Goſpel ( of Eracious 
covenant) requiteF of you, with 
promiſeto accept and reward ther; 
for ye are qualified with thoſe gra- 
ces, and holy difpoſitions , which 
are my own Image and likenefs , 
the impreſs of my holy Spirit, 
which renders you! capable of 
enjoying me and my Father with 
endleſs delight ; which makes you 
(though not in ftrifX juſtice worthy 
of my Heavenly Kingdoth ) yet itr 
my gracious mercy and bounty , 
atd through my merits, not utter 
unworthy, thet is, not whally' uri- 
meet to inherit it; for theft all 
have confeſt , and forſaker their 
4 evil 
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lieving hearts , to that propitiation 
which God had et forth in his only 
Son throygh faith in his blood ; 


By doing ſo they have received that 


holy Spirit, by whoſe direftion and 
aſſiſtance, they have wortified the 


| feſt , with its luſts apd affettions, 


conquered the World with its tempta+ 
fations,veſiſted the Devil, and quenched 


the fiery darts of the micked , fought 
the good fight of faith, till they foilled 


their courſe; and though the re- 


mainders of fin and the fleſh, abide 
luſting and ftrugling againſt the 
Spirit, yet no ſin hath reigned over 
them , and the very remaznders of 
ſin, they have bewailed , watcht 
over ,-and reliſted, betaking them- 
ſelves . to Chriſts. interceſhon for 
their pardon ;. therefore they. are 
heirs of the Kingdom through the 


merits of Chriſt imparted to them, 


whergay they are: entituled: to it, 
as £1 


e meritorious caule on his part. 


wherehy, they have, aq actual Pleas 
>. 4: itle 
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evil ways, fled with penitent be- 
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title and intereſt in Chriſts merir,, 
as the condition and qualification 
an their part. And thus the King- 
dom and eternal Reſt 1s theirs, 
though not-by right of juſtice or 
merit, but by right of gracious 
promiſe. And may not all this be 
thought ſufficient to juſtifie the 
trifth of the for, or cauſal particle, 
unleſs it be granted thar it ſignifie 
meritorioully in ſtrift juſtice on 
their part, as ſtritly and fully as 
in the other, Depart ye curſed ; for 
ye did no good works, but many 
ill ones, without repentance and 
reformation , without faith and 
love to me? The goodneſs, and 
juſtice of Gods Majeſty will not 
ſuffer him_ to ſentence any Man to 
any puniſhment , much leſs to e- 
ternal intolerable ſorrow and pain , 
upleſs.it hath been ſtrictly and fully 
deſerved, or demerited. But the 
zoodnels and bounty and mercy of 
God, may without wrong to- any 
perfeRion , .or attribute of. his, 
is accepk 


- 
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accept and reward any Man, that 
is not utterly incapable of it, but in 
ſome ſincere degree qualified for 
it, with ſuch an abundant meaſure. 


of happineſs as he thinks fir, al 


though na ways merited by him. 
The Lord Jeſus hath ſatisfied his 


Fathers juſtice and honour , in his 


Government , and holy Laws, and 
made it a righteous thing with him, 
to ſave the penitent ſinner , up 

condition of reformation and holy 
abedience : They that are ſaved 
bave performed theſe conditions ; 
and therefare they are admitted 
with a for. Come ye bleſſed, &c. For 
Iwas hungry. If a gracious Prince, 
of, his own free goodaeſs, proclaim 
2 general merciful pardon , to all 
Rebels, Traytors, and Theeves , 
rovided they will by fack a day 
acknowledge their fault, and pro- 
fefs and reſolve to do fo no more, 
and make. their peace with. their 
Neighbours, whom they have 
wronged : Suppole , all accepc rhe 
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pardon in qutward ſhew , but ſoms 
of them ſecretly Jabs the fame 
wickedneſs againſt their Sovereign, 
and their Netghbqurs , when 2s 
the others perform faithfully the 
conditions of their pardan : If at 
the General Afſizes, the Judge upar 
notice of their demeanours, ſhould 
fay ta the ane, I reffare you t0 your 
former condition , fiate and aiguity ; 
for ( ar becauſe) fince your paracm 
proclaimed, ye have fo demeaued your 
felves, as penitent, loyal, faithful Sub- 
jects: And tothe other, Jos I cox 
dem ta death and torments ; for (ar 
becauſe ) ye have abuſed your Sove- 
reigns clemency : No Man of fober 
rafon, orcomman ſence (I think) 


can deny , that either the condemn 


ration of the one , were entirely 
ta be aſcribed to their own willful 
choiſe., and vile miſdemeanours , 
235 due in juſtice to their demierits'; 
or that the reſtoring or ſaving tht 
other , were to be attributed, pot 


to the merit of their demeapour, 


but 
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but to the Kings gracious. mercy , 
and bountiful favour. Their good 


_ demeanour, could be at moſt but 
the neceſſary condition or qualifi- 
cation of their pardon or reſtora- 
tion, without which, it could not 


conſiſt with the wiſdom or honour 


of the Prince, his Laws, or Govern- 
ment, ſo to uſe them ; with which, 
it might well conſiſt with his wil- 
dom and honour ſo to do, and that 


with advantage to the glory of his 


mercy , withoyt diſparagement 


- 


'to his Juſtice, e ogy in.caſe 
1 


his Juſtice and honour , had been 
fatisfied for their former miſde- 
meanours, by the merits and inter- 
ceſſion of the Prince, his Royal Son : 
Now juſt ſo tt is in this caſe of 
which we now ſpeak. They whom 
our Lord calls here to eternal life , 
and that with a for :- For ye mo 
_ clothed, lodged me; are ſo far from 
this proud conceit of Romy merit 
by their works, that they are ready 
tq diſclaim them, as nothing N 
may 
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thy of ſuch acceptance , ready to 
blame their ſluggiſh backwardneſs. 
Lord, ſay they , when ſaw we thee 
hungry, thirſty, naked, or a ſtranger, 
or priſoner, and relieved thee ? 

Nor is it amiſs what is obſerved 


and. acknowledg'd by Jarſenius , 


(though a Romani, and too far 
engaged in this error) what Saint 
Chriſoſtom had long, ſince obſerved 
before him ; that our Saviour faith 
to thoſe on his right hand, Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father , but to thoſe 
on his left hand, he faith only, 
depart ye curſed, but adds not, Of 
my Father ; implying that God the 
Father is the Author and gracious 
donor of life qr. , butevery 
Man that doth wickedly, and dies 
in his wickedneſs without repen- 
tance , is the only Author and 
cauſe of his own accurſed eſtate : 
The-one are bleſſed freely, and 
mercifully.by God the Father, for. 
his Son Chriſts ſake, in whom, 
alone he is well pleaſed with 0 

Sh that 


ho 
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that come by him , with ſich #4 
faith as works by love : But the 
other are accurſed moſt juſtly , bes 
cauſe they ſought not, or refuſed 


when it was offer'd them , that} 
grace and mercy which would have 


bleſſed them, firſt with grace to do 
&> works, then wit gloty 7 
RF peratnttidate weight © 


Þ 
gloty 
for doing them : And this is con- 
foniant ro that of St. Pazl,; Rom. 6; 
v. the laft: For the wages of ſin it 
geath, bur the yer or gift of God, 
& erernat be Again the ſame 
*1»fe#iins ilfo obſerves, That our 
nation; doth nor ſ: ay, nepart ye ent ed 
_ tntoeverliſting fire prepared foryon,but 
for the Devil and his Angels : Whete- 
is in the fenterice of the righteous, 
it runs thus : Come ye bleſſed inherit 
the Kingaom prepared for you. By 
this, faithy-he, it is implied, That 
the Salyztidn of the righteous, nuſt 
be aſcribed to the rmiercy of God, 
who harh prepared the On 

j N 
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and the damnation of the | 
, not'to God, Bitt to” W 
Rifnley. Fiore Bw oo with 
his , and; his er Romes | oud 
 Tenear' of meriting Heaven, 1/can- 
hot-ſee;' not: is it Much material'to 
ſe, Give only thr this may hy Gy 
thireby, 'That Wiſdom Poe rt 
often juſtified, not ohly'b y ke ©kil 
ten! b ut by! Her ene} 85; ; Roved'by 
that light ſometimes ro'owit, 'Iwhat 


by * "Er 1 prejudi dic C FREY RE 
1 
Bets 


Ci. ce 
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labour t to Hoe pe ao 
Hal extortei bifeon: af* 
mine himſelf; wo all , ah Gy 


nſt the eftith. « 

Br Dei miſe inlay Too 
rbppnere , but” that more com on E 
and: owned" fi aying of all their 

; Schools and Divinks Fondanentun 

| merits non cadit [ub merito, The _ 

dition of merits, (or the firſt grate b | I 

which Maz is in| js en } tanndt be WO 

merited_; and. although grant © 
this, yet tlicy earneftly conten 
that by the  godd 1 uſe. of this Fel 
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- grace, life tergal is properly we | « 
ted ; but they fay'it, without,” and | 2 


againſt Scripture and reaſon, ... | * 
- For reaſon tells us, whatſoever || - 
any. Man hath intereſt 1n, by mercy || 2: 
and grace, and gracious promile, it || - 
muſt be expeE&ted, ſued for, and hum= | © 
bly accepted,on the ſame terms that- Þ !: 
It15 granted,or el{e1t is forfeited. But | : 
not only the firſt grace, but all in-'} 
creaſe of grace wharlocver, muſt be 
grace,and freely beſtgwed riot meri- 
Ll OG Preparations of this heaven- | 2 
ly Kingdom for us, and us for it, are | *' 
the fruits of.mercy. No Mancan do || © 
well; unleſs he be firſt enabled by || : 
God to do ſo, and. the more he is 
enabled by Gods gifts and graces be-= || « 
ſtowed upon him, the more obliged F 
heis to God. _ The leaſt increaſe of || - 
grace, given after the firſt uſe of s 


Foes , Exceeds the meaſure of our - 
erviceand thankfulneſs, and that | - 


which creates new title of debt un- ? 
to God , cannot poſſibly be any : 
ground or title of merit from God,to' | + 

7 be . 
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 be:1 adopted-cirt 1 Chriſt: Jelus 34.;or 
2made- the - Sons-'of: God 'by::grace , 
:who were by nature the: Dis tarer 
'of wrath, ſtrangers and:enemies, 
23s zbleſſing,, for which we become 
-10: deeply indebted , Servants: to 
fron Creator, Redeemer ; ard 
[ SahBtifier;- that ſhoutd wedoabun- 
. daathy more, andbetterthanwedo, 
ws _ not make the leaft:tecom- 

aFor!thatihe hath-done for 
bay: ; m_ yet We camot-continue , 
þ :to/witlordd&welb, 'but-by* the free 
;undeſerved coltinzance.;: ;2nd; in- 
: creaſe of tliat E and:holpSpirit 
»whichfirtprevehted us ::Yet who 
.2sithere ;othat: dothra ll; that good 
 fowell ridronſtantty; as that pirit 
ÞirrootBianendtdedtitin: Pf 
i The: .mahner: of ::the-:! [tits 
eſtion Rom; 11: 3 5; Who: o hath 
big ex 10 him? includes ng am- 
| fit detiint 3 »2no Man hathy: no 
IMarpican: give any. thing/tovhim , 
:#Þ therefore tione.can receive:any 
- thingfrom-him ; _ ro -be' ſire, 


that 
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that axefiotonhchismeer creatures 
- butrfinful 'creatures:1;-- can reveive 
an ithing from thim., by way of 
 menitbutof freemerdy and bounty. 
If we view-and; fean, the: Tenor of 
-all-Gods promiſes made in-Scrip- 
-eure ;4rom the firſt: grace, .thcthe 
increaſe and perſeverance, anddanal 
.accompliſhment'0f-them.in-glorj , 


- we. hall find that: he. 'promiſerh + 


:onhy:this;:td beimerciful andhoun- 

_tiful-no60:cus , and mercy : and 
bounty: +erthe _dompleat- objeft>of 
all _ promiſes, I wernot 
'E their: accomplifhinent:;a5 
"er of: 0ur ſervice; -butasithe 
fruit of his mercy and Jovingckind- 
neſs. -If a: loving?carthly: Father , 
ſhould give hisSona/liberal. penlidn, 

before\heconld modeſty ask, :or dil- 

\cretion expe it; andpromiſſipbjm 
 alſoy that: if he employed 

-Jent feats allowance well; he ioald 
. alldwohim more:  bberally. the:mext 
- yeary inthiscalſe, how well ſGever 
; the: Son arſed: tym: 


'yet 


his Eterngl Reb. Tag 
uk &: ſocio ekigad we profit is wholly:his 
his Fathers ,. the more 
boulrifully | his: -Pather- uſerh- Him 
the next year ;>the:more Killbze is 
obliged and. bound. unto:jhim:t 
though: this good.ufe.of his Fathers 
Bountiful allowance, were:the con- 
dition and ſome kind of motive or 
reafori, why, andon which, hewas 
treated : A gracious and ingenious 
Son, -would not challenge the 16- 
cond orthird- youn penſion, as-due 
tohim; by right of merit , more 
than the firſt , alchoughthe had tis 
Fathers *1 promiſe , for theſe two 
ears, "hich he tad not Yor the ' 
* For this Fathers promiſe was 
only xo'be'good : and\bountiful unto 
him j\-fe he would be durifully 
cages for his'bourtty * Now pd 
68 ard challe: "te by right 
& meexit';: which ehFaspromifed o8t 
iEvour and loving kindneſs ;:al- 
h' 4:c0ndition of cutiful de- 
Ac, , \and faithful diligence, 
efpecially af + _ demeanotir , W» 
2 1 
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diligence came:after former- miſde- 
meanours , and:'be not ſuch inall 
refpets, as it-ifſhould 'be neither, 
is an' high degree of unthankful , 
unhdutiful pride, eſpecially from'a 


Son. to. a Father,,' a Son that was 


once a rebel and enemy. On-our 
Heavenly Fathers part, n9 debt of 
doing us good can be laid;It was his 
meer free goodnels, to give our firſt 
Parents ſuch being as once they 
had ; having loſt that goodneſs 
wherein we were made, *twas more 


than meer goodneſs, *twas abun- 


dance of mercy, to make ;us; any 
promiſe at- all of reſtauration:, to 
our loſt inheritance, the''eternal 
life: of his favour ; and-after-this 
promiſe made, 1t1s the continuance 
and increaſe; of the ſame :;mercy; 
to adopt- us, .and_'to_increaſe.chis 
grace upan us-daily', and:laftly to 
Crown all this with 'an. exceedi 
great reward ,:. which is; himfalt;, 
the endleſs viſion {of -hin-;5 rom 
whom we have all. we enjoyihere:, 
Bo I or 
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or: hereafter. - Nox fuiſti & - fattur 
es;-Malus fuiſti,. & liberatus es, quid 


Deo: dediſti ? We: may deſerve the 


diminution or withdrawing of Gods 
mercy; favours, and bleſſings, 'but. 
we cannot merit,-or deſerve their- 
increaſe. Merit ſuppoſeth ſuch an 


inducement as may not only- pre- 


vail, but ſuch as muſt oblige;, and 
tie in. ſtriEt Juſtice ; whereas no 
ſuch tie, or obligation , can be laid 
upon the fontal ,. original goodneſs, 
much leſs upon. free mercy ; which 
yet multiplies it {elf to all that pro-. 
voke not its withdrawing or.abate-. 
ment. Methinks Men ſhould-be 
afraid, of this proud opinion of their 
own merit ; becauſe *tis ſo like that- 
of the Phariſee's , - when even: that. 
Publican, whom he condemangg, 
will riſe. up in judgment againſt” 
them, for he went away juſtified, 1a-- 
ther than the other, Luke 18. 4. The 
Phariſee abſteined from many groſs 
ſins, and wanted not . many :good 
works,toalledge for hitnſelf. Hegave 
ori=uf It Tythes 
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Tythes of all he had , faftet and 
prayed, zrid ſeetndd alſo more humi- 


ble Hoch hy Romatift , for ought 


appears, for thotg he thoug Shit 
himſelf better en the Publicew, 


yet he acknowledged both His 4: 
ſtinence ffom ſinful works, and his 
perſeverance in good ofies; to be 
from God: God T thank the , for 
this, ant for char; he faith not a5 
they ” God 1 think thee, this haſt 
given me the firſt prare, ofly to fe- 
ffraih me from ſuch fins, 4s the Pibli- 
4% thalks ih, whereas my ) profltienty, 
in doing of good ; i from thy on me- 
ritarions thoie , but T chuck thee for 


dhe and the othes. . Yet becauſe he 


ſo glories in Gods grices, asif they 
had ' not been received from free 


metcy:, becauſe he is not eruly- 


humbled: by that grace, which in 
words 'he confeſſeth ro have te- 


ceived from God alone , therefore ' 


1s he leſs juſtified- than the Pablicas, 
for the'uſe of all the races; which 
God beſtows itn this life, is to teach 
us 
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us'true-humility , not; to glory-in 
ourſelves, but in-him, ta whom all 
grace-and -glory. belongs: .And'if 
we make not this uſe ofit, if we ay. 
not: with Facob,:Lora, beam if thaw 
the-leaftt of thy. naevcies: towards me. - 
It when we haveidoze:yuftice: and 
loved wercy, we walk nat tumbly with, 
-" W_ _ w/ not-as aur. Lord: 
th taught us.,. for giwe-mus cur fref<: 
paſſes ,- = -have- been” but _— 
fable ſervants 10 reſpett of what we. 
might , and ſhould have-heen ; we. 
turn his grace into pride, and vain. 
glory, and are worthy to laſe the 
acceptance and reward, which was: 
promiſed for Chrifts merits, not 
ours, though not without. fincere 
performance of: thoſe © conditions, 
to which his mercy, and grace eng- 
bleth us. - Our -ggod warks are ac- 
ceptable to God:z'a ſweet Sacrifice , 
bur till it is through -Jefus Chriſt. 
Better 1s it for us, tq hear one Saiat 
from Heaven, .one of thole Spirits. 
made: perfeC&t ; A URI 
26 4 a a- 
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daring, ſinful: Diſputants-ihere: 


below, ' ' For *what ©: are- all the; þ 
Chairs, :and: Schools of Men: on 
Earth; tothe. ſuffrage of Heaven ;; 
where 'aot-only::one, (but all. the: 
Saints;- and: perfetted- Spirits: caſt 
dows their Crowss-before him, that ſits. 
onthe Throne at the feet of the Lamb,. 
Rev.7:.5.- Saying aloud , - To him: 
that bath laved us , and waſht us: from 
our fons in his. blood, and made us Kings, 
and Proeſts to God,. and bus Father, be: 


gary, and power, for evermore ?. Thus 


ve we ſeen,” that *tis not merit 


that will bring'us.to. this promuſed 


eternalReſt , and yet they that will. 


attain to.it, muſt zmploy their 'Ta- 


lent well , they muſt come unto- 


Chriſt,.:as: Chrift came unto: us;, 


by charity and by humility... To 


obtain: this Reſt, will colt :ſome 


care.and pains, and: therefore we- 
muſt expeCtt it , :but- this care: and: 
pains will be highly-rewarded, .and. 
therefore ?twill be..our wiſdam:to. 


-- padergoit: TheMen of this world: 
Horm” oy are 
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are apt to. think Chriſtianity,:and 
coming to. Chriſt- a joyle thing; 
becaule'it ſpeaks! ſo much of: holy 
living,..of preſenting our, bodies a: 
hvipg Sacrifice , of mortifying-and 
ROI its luſts pn affections; 
as if they were no-longer to. enji 

themſelves, who my ow 
themſelves in all theſe.; -but- they: 
are but falſe hearted- Spies., that: 


would bring this- bad report upon: 


a good land , for the wortifyirg the: 
| laſts of. the felb, the preſenting our 
bodies @ living Sacrifice, 15 not the: 
deſtru&ion of our joys; -but_ the 
increaſe; of them ,: and- wves aſl»: 
rances of this eternal Reſt ; For let 
the-body be never -ſ0- backward to- 
be preſented unto God, and offer'd: 


up-in-Sacrifice to him;.tho h -it; 


ſhrinke at; the, ſight. of the A Ws 
and tremble to —4 the:$ Sperilicing 

Knife , yet are we-not- t cocks: 
tots fooliſh tendernels ; nocruelty; 
like ſueh indulgence ;.the life and: 
fafety-;and Reſt of the Soul, ed 
Pn 5J 
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tus lofts ,” doth- but Sacrifice that 
which would: hurt , deſtroy , and 
rutine himſelf; *tis but; a carnal, 


worldly Man that is killed.at moſt, 


nay*ris but a beaſt, *ris but the un- 
reaſonable appetire that is -flain ; 
reaſdnable Man is faved alive, -and 
- made more reaſonable by ſo doing , 
and exalted thereby to a Spiritual 
tife. He that leaves this beaſt alive, 
and is led by his unruly paſſions, is 
hurried even'in this life j-to-more 
ſorrows, cares; and vexations, than 
any Saint or Mattyr endures' in-his 
paige to Heaven, when be offers 

inmdelf up unto God, by-an-holy 


toil of ghippromiſed eternal Reſt, 
mate "the whole body 7 for , 
rat fabdue and 'bring into Kibje- 
&on every varuly member thereof.” 


The luſifal , covetous , diſdainful 
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pends upon this diſciplining , this | 
jo a9 lap or body : For be' that 
mortifies and kills, and- fhyes 


lie ; and patient death : Therefore 
who ſd defiregin good earneſt; not - 
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his Eternal Reſt. +23 
[ evil Ey ye which hath- made -thee 
blind , of ill ns t0- —_ thic i& 
good , maſt be cloſe aors 
our, and the clerinable) þ Peacea 
contented x good Eye let: open; - and 
then God will one day-ravifh rhue 
Eye, with: Obje&ts of eterrizl 
and Reft and delight in Heav 
Our Ears muſt be cloſed up and 
deaf to all ungodly pr dif 
courſes, ard unfavouty conimund 
cation, but open to all that is harnt. 
leſs and goo , ſober and wiſe, fa. 
tiorial or heiftan » Tf the 1 
ly wariton cruel Ear ; that itches 
after falſeſho6d and wrong beet 
off, aid . the religious believi 
chaſt mereiful Ear remain j thei 
thou haſt made tline- Ears , the 
war of Heaven arid Life arid Reſt; 
or the Spirit of truth to enter it ; 
being this opened thou ſhalt heay 
the joys of Heaveti ſounding id thy 
Eats, ſich joys as God hath Prepared 
for thejts that love ”_. 
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-- TheLips alſo muſt becloſed, and 
the Tonguettied up from'Oaths and 
Curſes, prophane alluſions to holy. | - 
Scripture; bitter revilings, {trite | | 
and clamour., open flanders and. | | 
ſecret detraCtions, but they muſt be 
a= and the Tongue looſed to 
Il: holy duties, of Prayers. and: 
Prayſes: towards God ,. wholſom. 
counſeladmonition and inſtruction, 
towards- Men. If the prophane 
{educing' --/ contentious ,  provo- 
king ,: bitter Tongue be tied up and 
{enced , -and' the wiſe , pure, and 
xeaceable/and faithful Tongue , be 
Fans and-ſet on work; thou art 
na loſer. by. this change, | becauſe 
thou haſt-exchanged folly for wiſl- 
dom , ſhamefor'honour, ſtrife for 
prot, diſcord of infernal Spirits, - 
for the muſick of Angels; thou haſt- | 
exchanged the Tongue of ' an- A- 
theiſt, for the Tongue of a Prophet, 
ar- a Saint. Next, the hand muſt” 
be withheld from violence and op- 
prefſion, from theft and facriledge , 


fraud 
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fraud and: deceit , . but open 'to.all 
\che works of Piety.and C arity. z 
the injurious griping,”: bloody hand 
be cut: off; and the: innocent holy 
p_ hand 'be lifted. up;to God: in 
rayer, and ſtretchtaut toManim 
Cheb what haſt 'thou-loſt, bur 
the hand.:of a '/Murtherer, a Thief, 
an Ularer , oriAdbiterer, and: haft 
for it; +hethohyohackbof's: Pribfits 
the Royal. hand 1of 'Benefadtor : 
Hoh ialk+ acceptable i/fuato; Gog:, 
ſinpiand beneficial unto Ment 
mag alſo: muſt>be :reftrained 
from intb the ways of 
wicked) ole; where' wd'meet with 
tem and vanity; {naresaad 
dangers; they hey are to carry vs from 
the JeBucing aſſemblies. * Schiſm#® 
ticks colthatblocdy Eonſj itaces|-:of 
Rebels}; »&ic- Ms emblics:of 
elogarecd danierd dy: they. muſt 
ge and ny toigo tothe 
place, where Gods honour :damellethry 
where:his:word: and-+Sacraments 
are e diſjunted, tothe. houſe _ 
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theWWidow nnd Fatherlels inhabit. 
Tf the wicked: perverſe: finful foot 
becout off, POTS a holy :charitable 
be left chee;' to.carrypthee to 
a 29 nnarr's h God and iMan 


t tiaft thou loft., bur the. dif. 


codſcllate: walk; of: 2  wildentieſs , 
amongſt briers and thorns,' and fer- 
pecits the pathiof -diſmal. darkneſs , 
and.deatiand error, whoete noiReft 
Labe, prin : _ — truth; 
t; ang-eter hajpi- 
neſs? Laſt of-al;;we muſtþe! fare 
tockeeptheoheavt for God; #hatiof 
all che reſt he: chiefly nw”; 
cheEve, thecutting 
feting a” xwatelt: aver -our 
Fongue, upeurieareft 
and -only ſac ,, in obedience to 
ShriſtsCommand, avillbe thought 
bur::an'{Hypocritical' mockery'' of 
God, who s the. heart es 
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novgh:that'the Tongue he: boly3and 
ch it af ———— * 
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_ have, iand ſurely ine Sour rl wath- 


hold that: from his Father. The 
heart; isthe; Throne, of : the | great 
King ,: where he [{its;andthles the 
whole Man ; this is the>moſt -hely 


| place of-the 'Femple, where -the 


;Spiritioftruthant-haline(s:talHabits, 
and-therefore he thatigives bim got 
- thisg: gives: /him -nothing-that ihe 
willaccept., -or:that will:make-fpr 
our everlaſting Reſt. - Ifrthe dabart 
 befirſti elented, ithe; xeſt withand 
.muſt: otow iz 4 -wile aftd | al 
-Longie, adiligent andliberabhang, 
ta watchflil and attentive-ibar.,. 32 
vary: Foot ; obedietit: {aber half 
Meſb, will:norfray/behind;: dautivill 
-all:-conduceito.the cartyingius gn 
. In-peato tq thisdefired Refi. Every 
partandmember of thahddy:jaoks 
.t0 be /atiReſtrand in ipeuſi}bap- 
;-pineſsrin--Heaven., arnd\4hereforc 
»CYery Part muſt Jook toupraiſc-alnd 
1glonfy:him*on-Earth ;:"t8.cwotwe- 
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Jo the Earbe diligent:and atten- 


-Live at holy-daties, if the Tongue 


-tpe " not;} and the hand''a& Ti 


-gtcordirig to'what the Ear heard, 
\ \Bvery ttiember muſt do-its-office , 
5therhead-was'made to know God, 
"the heart to-love him , the Tongue 
- 20 praiſe him, the feet-to follow 
-kim, wherefore withhold :no-part 
from hint; remember he:made'the 
: xchole- Man , and: redeemed the 
whole, if-any thing be withfield, 
Ynv' Reſt; no happineſs'to- be &x- 
.ipefed ; *tisin our choice whilſt we 


vare:herey7 what we:wlll' do, -and 


- which-we will chuſe ; whether to 


_ part with Satan; whole. work 


it is-to-deſtroy us, or come when 
© calls ius to hic , ,/ who will 
: aflutedly/fave us ;- one: of theſe-we 
- eaſt do; there's no-neutrality be- 
-tween'borh; either 'we''mniſt' he 
behe-Menbers-of Chrift: the. Chilaren 
-If God 5 and' Heirs of Heevemy'ar 
bel wemuſthbe the Childeelnof Saran, 
1and: Meireof intolerable tudlefi:con- 
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demnation, Remember the dreadful 
miſery of their choice , who take 
hell for their portion , and remem- 
ber that a ſhort delight here unre- 


pearls, will coſt a laſting ſorrow 
E 


reafter. * Shall the Son of God'; 
become the Son 'of Man, to pre- 
ſent.us unto God his Father ;,- to: 
give us eternal Reſt, and ſhall we 


refuſe, and flee from our. own 


happineſs , and become profoundly 
miſerable in _— of all his 
mercy, and tender care over us ? 


Tf Chriſt ſay, Come unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you Reſt +. Shall we ſtop 


our. Ears at this gracious call of 
Chriſt, and continue in wilful.ſins ? 
What do we elſe then, but know-- 
ingly prefer the whiſpers of Satan, 
before the loud cries, and calls of 


Chriſt ?. Wechuſle hell and death, 


and the company of infernal Spirits, 
before Heaven and life, and the 
Society of Saints and Angels.. If 
werefuſe tocome now when Chriſt 

K calls 
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calls us: at the laſt day he will 
refuſe to receive us. If we appear 
with hearts filed with iniquity , and 
bands fall.' of blood, with feet that 
walked tx the connſel of the ungodly, 
and ſtood in the way of ſinners , he 
will not know us for his Children , 
having loft his Image, 1n which 
we were made, he will ſay unto 
us, Depart from me ye curſed, 1 
know ye wot. But if wecarry with 
us the reſemblance of our Maker, 
that Image and likeneſs of him 
which he once ſtamped upon us; if 
we canpreſent him with a wiſe and 

e heart, if we can lift up upto 
him holy hands, if we can 9 him 
with chaſte Eyes, and if our feet 
have walked im his Commandements 
and trod his Courts , 1f our feet have 
ſtood in thy Gates O Jeruſalem , then 
ſhall the Gates of Heaven open un- 
to us, then our Heavenly Father 
will take us for his obedient Sons; 
{uch as heard his voice, and ſuch 


as ſhall hear it again, when he will 


lay, 


; a7 _E -/ p.,0y ye. Ng og. jorny japes. Bae ji, Þ  . 
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lay , Come ye bleſſed of my Father 


inherit the Kyn repared for you 
from the keen of of W ul , yo 
I was hanery aus ye fed me, in Priſon 
axd ye viied we, &C. GRIER. 
All the Sons of God from the fur ſt 
born; tothe laſt , arcall hars to a 


Kingdom, all- his invitations' are 


. toa Crown, his Sons are inherit 
of thoſe joys which fade not awayand 


of that Reſt which never ſhall have 
end. Whereas the ſinful Perſon's 
immoderate deſires of the things 
of this World, .are but is torment, 
till he be ſatisfied, and then his 


| ſatisfattion is his torment , becauſe 


| there's noReſt, nor quiet 10 it, and 


proves ſo much leſs than his ex- 
peQation, >-Thus is the reſtleſs {in- 
tier always fick, one while of too 
much , another while of too little , 


_— 


now of want, then of ſatiety, for 
he never ceaſeth to want, till he 
ceaſe to dehire ; and Man is always 
deliring either the preſence of ſom- 
Rial K 2 thing 
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thing he cannot'have , of the ab- 
ſence of ſomthing he cannot re- 
move, or<elle the continuance of 
ſoaring be cannot keep,” Hence 
the ſinner appears to be as the Pro- 
phet Eſaiah ſpeaks, Iſa. 57. 20. 
Like the troubled Sea when it cannot 
Reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
dart, The Winds within him, and 
the Waves and Tide without him , 
give him no Reſt, and when his 
delights are at the higheſt floud , 
they do bring him the {ad news of 
an approaching ebb. Ask but the 
unclean Adulterer, and let him tell 
you , what Reſt and Peace he finds 
in his vice ; compare but his ſhort 
pleaſure, with the tormenting fire | 
of his luſts, joyn'd with the worm 
of his guilty coxſcience ; Have but 
patience to look upon him in his 
naſty diſeaſes and rotten bones , 
his waſted fleſh, as well as eſtate ; 
(for that is often the event, always 
the hazard) and he will have little 
to boaſt of, but will find himſelf 
really 
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really toendyre more miſery in the 
way to eternal; death, than many 
a holy chaſt Chriſtian finds to. eter- 
nal life; Ask-the Glutton: or the 
Drunkard, whoſe higheſt thoughts 
are for the cloying , .not Jaciehe 
their diſordered appetites; Ask 1t 
they, find not themſelves uncaſy , 
when they conſider how ſhort and 
low..their pleaſure is, compared 
with the irkſom diſeaſed ſhamefu]l- 
neſs, of their ſin. See how heavily. 
the.Ambitious proud perſon walks, 
between his eager deſires and doubt-. 
ful, expectations, under his falſe 
hopes, ' and true fears, and then 
judge whether his weariſom. days, 
and reſtleſs nights, can bring him 
any truecontent, Should I inſtance 
in the 1dle Gallant, whoſe time like 
a burthen lies upon his hands, or in 
the contentious wrangler, or un- 


-peaceable brawler, the ſecret whi: 


erer, or. the open detractor , I 
ould tire your patience ſooner than 
want a proof, that fin is a weariſom 
=” T 3 uneaſy 


i! 
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uneaſy heavy reſtleſs burthen, and 


that it is neceſſary by the way of 
virtue to come unto Chriſt for eaſe 


 andReft. The 7t in T ob#t, bids 
Tobi take ont the all of the fiſt, to 


bowels « dly, finful lv 
pleaſures, and ike our the 2 all-of 
them , t ; har 1 15 to EI 
Pon the bitterneſs they bring w1 


them, and the alland wormwood 
they leave behind them,” it may | 


FLOve a remedy of our © ritual 


blindneſs; yet ſuch 1s our ſhort- 
fl ghtednels that we think we are 
at t eaſe under our load, and at Reft 


in our fore Travel. _ & 10 turns al 


It Tets Earth 


VE eaVen, elow-: Reaſon 
His foo wnwar for our Refi 
and happineſs , we are aſhimed to 
took Heaven in the face, and having 
loft Heaven: for Earth by fin, we 


took downward Mill, as fearing 
that 
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that Hell, which we have ſo well 
deſerved ; and this is-it 'whic 
makes Men. ſuffer all 1orts of -di- 
ſeaſes, - the Gout, the Stone, Tooth- 
aches , and all kind of Tortures, 
r than-die, becauſe ilt led lives 
feave Men under anxious fears and 


d & rous Ars mn to be 
wry to deat, they ſhould lead 
a miſerable life, the poor Lepers 
thought his mercy cruel; and: would 
have endured more willingly two 
Lepraſies than one death ;- not be- 
cauſe of any great comfore ' the 
took in their tives, but'beeauſe 
they knew not what might follow 
after death; To loſe this life with- 
out aſſurance or hopeful probabi- 
lity of a berter, is doleful and bittery 
but to loſe it with aſſurance-from 
Gods own Mouth of a far worſe, 
of incurring an eternal death , an- 
ouiſh and pain without miti igation R 
this makes death deadly indeed, 
K 4 when 
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when the ſinner muſt die again , 
for the: ſin he dies in, when the 
firſt death leads toa ſecond ; and 


when all the terrors, and ſorrows, 


and pains, of the firſt death, are 
but the evidences of mare, or worſe 
to follow ; when the fire that's now 
begun to be kindled , -will burn down 
f0 the loweſt hell, Dent... 32. 22,:.If 
we believe this in good earneſt, 
why do we not hate ſin, worſe than 
death ?- Becauſe ſin is the cauſe: of 
all this; the cauſe of. death and 
all that-is deadly; It makes: us 
liable. to a dreadful account at. the 
day of Judgment, and makes our 
whole life reſtleſs and uneaſy. This 
being ſo, how dare we trifle away 
one - day or hour more of -that 
term,-or time of Trial, upon which, 


though.{o ſhort, and ſo uncertain, 


depends ſuch a life and ſuch a death; 
ſuch joys and ſuch ſorrows, ſuch 
\ reſt and ſuch diſquiet, to all eter- 
Nity ?. Methinks-it Heaven cannot 
allure us, with all the joys and 
pap om  blefled 
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bleſſed eternal Reſt there:to be-had; 
Hell might: affright us, . with its 
dreadful ſufferings, into. our duty , 
and compel us to make God at leaft, 
our laſt - refuge, if not our. firſt 
choice. ,'No loſs ſo great: as the 
loſs of God, and the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and that Reſt we are there 
invited to, '. Ng Priſon ſo laathſom, 
as the bottomleſs'pit of horror and 
darkneſs i:.,-No ſight ſo ghaſtly as 
that of frightful fiends: : No ſhriek- 
ings ſo terrible as thoſe of damned 
Ghoſts ': .No ſtench ſo nojſom as 
that of the.lake of fire and-brimſton: 
No fire. ſo hot as of the wrath of 
_ Gad, . which (puts the! finner into 
chains never to be looſed, into dark- 
neſs never to be-enlightened ; and 
gives him; gnaſhing of teeth. never 
to be remedied. gnawing vipers 
never to be pulled off; and this 
makes up ſucha maſs of woes,: ſuch 
a deadly. death, as exceeds: all hu- 
mane eloquence to expreſs, much 
more all patience to endure, Now 
tO 
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to avoid all this St, Pau! tells us, 


Heb. 12. 1. what we muſt do, we 


mult lay aſide every weight , and 
the ſin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us , 
and rux with patience the race that is 
ſer before ms; running the way of 
Gods Commandements , - which 
St. Paul calls here 's yaze, is the 
way tothis everlaſting Reſt; there- 
fore Jeri uz ſo run that we may obtaiy if, 
rp Turn e _— NCe1s, LEO 

fe; if we ſlathfully' negle& it], 
our putiſhmeat is, Voabulation FLY 
anouiſh , endleſi and intolerable ,-the 


worm of conſcience that never dies, | 


the fire. of bell that aever goes ont. 
Were we left to the glimmering 
ſuſpicious light of natural reaſon}, 
as moſt Nations were of old, and 
many are ſtill, to. gueſs at the way 
that leads to this everlaſting Reſt , 
or to find it out-by a Painful en- 
quiry, through _ difficulties; 
and impediments .of a contrary 
erroneous Education , we were by 
far the more exculable, but when 
by 
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by the mercy of God; we have the 
Goſpel ſounding 1n our Ears, and 
the way to this Reft chalkt 'out 
before out Eyes in holy Scripture , 
and lively Oracks, | with all the 

werful perſwafive motives of 
ope and love ,” inviting us to if: of 
the: one hand, and all the cogent 


conftraining motives.of threats and 
fear, to drive us to-1t ; hearten'd 


on with promiſes, afſfiſtances,: and 
inſtructions on 'the other. hand ; 
what' pretence of excuſe can' we 
have, that we ſhould fall ſhert of 


this Reſt? But fome are often'en- 


quiring,” what. is the loweſt degree 
of holineſs, faith, and obedience , 
that is conſiſtent with the eſcaping 
of hell,” or hope of Heaven ? They 
would: know, what is the Jowelt 


tate that Heaven and cternal Refi 


will come at ? The greateſt part 
of thoſe that would be reſolved in 


this enquiry, are of a moſt diſin- 


_— unworthy - diſpoſition ; 


for when God hath obliged us, by 
Q 
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ſo many mercles,- affiftances, . en- 
couragements, and rewards, thus 
to beat down as low as they.can, 
the price of all. his kindneſs and 


bounty ; *tis a dangerous ſign that 


he that ſeeks heaven and po Oo 
{o' faintly , will not ſeek it:long ; 


for we Sail againſt Tide, 1n-.our 
Voyage to Heaven , ' and: earneſt 


diligence is required in the. paſſage 
thither-, but if .we __ 
aſ{ids-our Sails and Oares, we ſha 

by the very ſtream of our nature , 
(theworld and the fleſh) be carried 


backward to perdition. The way tq 


Heaven is upward , . but the ground. 
is-falling that we tread on, and the 
heavineſs of our nature, doth per- 
petually expoſe us to relapſes, *Tis: 
very probable ; that he:thar' is ſo 
jealous'and wary , of doing ought 
more than-is neceſſary. to this eter- 
nal-Reſt}, will never attain to. do ſo 
much : 'He is likely::to ſhoot ſhort 
. ofſhis'Mark, who is ſo affraid: of 
over-ſhooting it. He that faid': 
$0 
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So run that you may obtain , meant , 
ſo diligently, ſo earneſtly, as if you 
were never {ure enough of obtain- 
ing it-, but by running as faſt as 
your Spirits can hold out, till you 
come to the Gaol, the high price of 
your calling in Chriſt, The homhfl 
Servant that ſaid his Maſter was an 
Auſtere Many , did but ſlander his 
Maſter,! to hide his own negligence, 
thinking all too much that he did , 
and that eternal Salvation , which 
coſt no leſs than the death of the 
Lord of life , the Son of God, was 
ſet at too high a price. 

Such as are thus niggardly of 
their pains, will findat BR , thar 
by not improving. their Talent , 
the will loſe at once both Heaven 
_d it.” Take from him the Talent , 
faith Chriſt in the Parable, Mazr.25. 
28. and caſt the unprofitable Servant 
into outer darknefls, That this 
may nor happen unto any one. of 
us., Jet us follow : the advice 
of the Apoſtle, Heb. 12. 14. 
which 
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which ſaith, follow peace with all men, 
«nd holinefi, without which no Man 
ſhall ſee the God of peace. God is not 
_ diſquieted or troubled , or angry, 
though for oyr fakes he ſeefns tg 
be ſo, when his wronged juſtice 
muſt puniſh us, unleſs we repent : 
'Tis our fin not his-wrath, which 
whets the Sword of the deſtroying 
Angel; and ſhall-not we deſire to 
be hke the Angels, yea hike our 
Heavenly Father , in being at Reſt 
and quiet ; and keeping the peace 
of our Spirits, in the midft of 4 
froward generation ? To be ſedate 
and quiet in the midſt of as many 
humours as Men ? To be tlie ſame 
when others tun ſeveral ways to 
break our Reſt ? To be humble 
when one ſcorris us ? Meek when 
another provokes and rages ? Si- 
lent when this Man reviles ? Chari- 
table when the other hates and 
erſecutes us ? Not to be tran- 
ported with © paſſion at others 
violence * 'To ſtay at home, and 
keep 
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keep our ſelves ' in calmneſs. , 
and peaceable Reſt, when the 
World is gone out of order, not 
to pull it more in pieces, by ſeek- 
ing to ſettle it as we pleaſe:? Not 
to enrage the fire that threatens us, 
by blowing up with violent words, 
but to quench it with ſoft anſwers , ' 
and to overcome evil with good , 
following peace -wtth all Mex, and 
fighting only againſt our lufts and 
paſſions, which War againſt the 
Soul, and diſturb and hinder its 
reſt and peace ? From whence come 
Wars, and fightings among ſb you , are 
they not from reſtleſs Iuſts and deſires 
of all ſizes, 'that War ax4 rage with 
in you ? Theſe lufts are the ſpawn 
of the two great ſenſual principles, 
Deſire and Anger. ' Sometimes pride, 
ſometimes coveting that which 
God hath not made ones lot , and 
then diſturbing and confounding 
properties, in of attaining it : 
All the unpeaceableneſs in the 


by 
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by theſe luſts: And the graces 
which-Chriſt preſcribes, Mare. 5. 
as Humility, Meekneſs, Contented- 
zeſs , are ſent to.root them out, 
and to dwell with that impatience, 
and inſatiable reſtleſs.” ravening , 
which troubles the World : But 
too many there are amongſt us , 
who have. not thus learnt Chriſt, 
The wrathful Malecontent , who 
diſturbs both- Church and State, 
ſails through a ſtormy tempeſtuous 
Sea and' Rocks and Sands ready 
to ruine him, that by the ruine 
of many others , in foul and 
body, eltate and good name, he 
may arrive at his wiſht-for haven 
of riches and power : ' But what 
doth he find at the. end thereof , 
but a miſerable Shipwrack of him- 
{elf, as well as others, horror of 
conſcience, hatred from Men of all 
parties, perpetual jealouſies of his 
being bereaved of his dearly bought, 
unjuſt acquiſitions, and at laſt, *tis 
likely, Hamans Gallows, Abſalons 
Tree, 


bis Eternal Ref. hs 


"Tree, or Joabs Sword ? However 


an infamous name and memory , 
after an anxious Pperplext life, and 
that which is incomparably worſe , 


eternal intolerable ſorrow and pain 


both of Soul atid Bddy. The like 
may be ſaid 'of the Heretick or 
Schiſmatick, who, when he hath 
prided himſelf a while, by leading 
a numerous party or ſeCt,of unſtable 


| Souls, from the faith that was once 
for all delivered to the Saints , from 


the waity of peace , and order of 
obedience to lawful Governours , 
into deftructive Error and Schiſme, 
tnds himſelf wilder'd , and thoſe 
that -followed him crumbled itito 


ſubdiviſions, *till one and the other 
pl 


end in ſhame and ſelf confuſion , 
bringing them either to repentance, 
or intolerable endleſs miſery. But 
on the other fide, the peaceable , 
meek , obedient follower of Chriſt 
enjoys his Reſt, and the benefit of 
good Government , with cheerful 
thankfulneſs to God and Man; 


L bears 
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bears the troubleſom' opprefſions'; 
and diſorders, of an evil one pa« 
tiently ; and -if the violence of ſe« 
duced Governours, call him to the 
fire and fagot , impriſonment , bas 
ni{hment , EAN and. what 
not, he chulſeth rather , poverty 
and death, with torments for. aft 
hour of two, than the farr worſe 
rack of an evil conſcience: , the 
Worm that dieth' not , and the fire 
that s not quenched, They that go 
about to build a Tower: up :r> 


Heaven, if they be once confounded | 


and divided in their Language; 
*twill prove but a Babel, or ſhaineful 
Chaos at belt: When one builds and 
another pulls down , what profit have 
they then but labour ? Eccl. 34. 23: 
A houſe divided againſt it ſe , be it 
a Fanuly, a Kingdom, or Church , 
it cannot ſtand to Gods glory ; And 
it were to be wiſht, that they who 
have the oy of God in their 
Mouths, when they ſeparate from 
the Church (which Baptized, and 
taught 
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taught them their Chriſtianity ) 
for matters of an indifferent na- 
ture, no Where forbidden, would 
take heed of diſhonouring God, and 
his glory, by pretending to make 
them the end of their groundleſs 
quarrels and jealouſies. The com- 
mon enemies to true Religion arc 
Atheiſm, and Superſition. Where- 
to then ſerves all this ado, about 
geſtures, and veſtures, and other 
external rites and formalities ? That 
for ſuch things as. theſe (never 


| impoſed but for decency and order) 


Men ſhould clamour againſt - the 
times, deſert thejr miniſterial ofhce, 
ly from their Country as out of 
Babylon, ſtand at open defiance 
againſt lawful authority, in Church 
and''State, draw their Pens and 
Swords againft them ; whereto 
ſerves all this , but to give- ſcandal 
to Atheiſt and Romdniſt ? The 
Atheiſt, to think there is no cer- 
tainty in Religion, . and {coff at all : 
the Romaniſt, to think that theirs 
-» \s 
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is the true, when their adverſaries 
have ſo little unity and peace with 
each other ? Unity and Weace, are 
the order and harmony, the beauty 
and ſtrength, and comfort of our 
own Spirits, as alſo of Families and 
Neighbourhoods, Cities and King- 
doms, Church and State. Peace 
gives a ſeaſonable opportunity of 
gathering wealth , and of employ- 
ing and enjoying it, with thank- 
fulneſ to God, and charity to Man ; 
it gives an advantageous leiſure for 
learning , and knowledge of all 
ſorts; eſpecially that which moſt 
concerns us, the Kyowledge of God 
and. Chrift Jeſus. But diviſion and 
ſtrife , are. the ruine and miſery of 
{ſingle Perſons, the bane of private 
Families, publick Societies, Church 
and State, and all that is profitable, 
or comfortable to Man. When the 
World .1s . out of frame , peace 
eſtabliſheth the pillars of it, brings 
. every part to its own place, the 
ſenſual under the rational, the fleſh 
, under 


under the beck of the Spyrit. - It 
draws the Servant under the Maſter, 
the Subject under the Magiftrate. 
The peace of Families and King- 
doms, makes every part to dwell 
together in unity, it keeps every 
Man 1n his right place, the Maſter 
on Horſeback, the Servant on the 
ground ; the King on the Throne, 
the SubjeC&t in his private ſtation ; 
the paſtors in their place of teach- 
ing, and the people in theirs of 


attention and devotion : Like an 
intelligence, it moves the leſſer 


Sphere of a Family, and the greater 
Orb of a Commonwealth or King- 
dom , compoſedly and orderly mn 
its happineſs | Peace is lo neceſſary 
in all conditions to reſt and happt- 
neſs, that without it, ones Family 
is a priſon, or ſad confinement to 
trouble and moleſtation : Neigh- 
bourhood, gives but the opportuni- 
ty of vexing and injuring one ano- 
2 bi : Towns and Cities, -are- but 
ſo many wilderneſles of wild beaſts : 
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The Church no Church; more 
like Babel, than Jernſalem : A King- 
dom or State, a diſorderly Chaos ; 
yea an Aceldama, or field of blood. 
| By peace at home, good Laws 
and Orders are made and kept ; 
Magiſtrates reſpeted, SubjeQts re- 
lieved according to their neceſſities : 
' By peace and agreement in the 
Church , Gods ordinances are duly 
obſerved, good diſcipline executed ; 
Paftors and Teachers maintained 
and encouraged , the Peopke edi- 
fred , Gods houſes preſerved and 
beautified : Who 1s there then that 
would not ſeek this eternal Reſt 
hereafter, by ſeeking peace and 
enſuing it here ? 
_ Chriſtian Religion , that Teads 
and condyQts us to this eternal Reft, 
is alſo the wiſeſt and moſt power- 
ful preſerver of peace in order to it ; 
It commands us to ftudy and pray 
for 1t, to follow it, with all diligence 
till we overtake it; we are com- 
manded to loſe our right gets 
ake 
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fake of peace, to part with Coat , 
or Cloak, or any thing tolerable, 
rather than it. | - E 

Peace leyels the hills, and raiſes 


the vallies, and caſts an healthy) 
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peaceable influence , on all cop- 
ditions and qualities of Men: That 
as it was prophelied, 1/2. 11. 6. 
The Wolf may dwell with the Lamb , 
and the Leopard lie down with the K;d. 
And if it be not ſo with Chriſtians, 
it 1s becauſe they are ſo in word, 
but not in heart; have received 
the Goſpel of peace in their Ears , 
and heads perhaps , but not in the 
love thereof: For were they indeed 
the Sons-of peace, in whole hearts 
the peace of God takes place, were 
they Members of that body of 


which Chriſt is the head, then 


every Member of ſuch a Kingdom 
or Church, would keep its place, 
_ —_— yy noi, = 
rich by ſupplying the poor, the 
r by bling: he w# by the wiſe 

y teaching the ignorant, the 1gno- 
L 4 rant 


152 The weary Traveller 


rant by hearkening to the wile; 
very Man being as an Angel, or 
miniſtring Spirit, to another. But 


” —— GMC fe 


the re{tlels , unpeaceable perſon , 


counts it his honour, to ſpeak and 


do what heliſt : 


© To purſue his enemies till he. 
take them, and beat them as ſmall 


as the duſt before the wind ; to 
ſtand in the vally, and touch the 
Mountains till they ſmoak ; reach 
at that which is above, and pull 
it down ; divide that which is 
united ; ſhake that which 1s eſta- 
bliſht,- violate that which ſhould 
not be toucht ; andareever moving 
and heaving upward , to galn 2 
name , though -it be by firing a 
Temple, or ſetting a Kingdom or 
Church in combuſtion. - Thus are 


honours valued and ſought among 


Men, the Sons of Bel#z/, that would 
be yokeleſs. Honourable Schiſma- 
ticks deſcend from Jeroboam , wha 
made Iſrael] to ſin; from Corah,  Da- 
than and Abirars, who roſe up againſt 


edt 
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Moſes and Aaron, till they periſhed 
in their contradiction : Honourable 
Hyper ees, and the Sons 
of Phariſees, whoſe name, and pro- 
feſſfion was , to ſeparate as more 
holy; though the Baptiſt and 
Chriſt himſelf, condemned them 
as more wicked. F6 
Honourable Murtherers, of their 
Father the Devil, who was ſo from 
the beginning of ſins entrance into 
the World ; ambitious , covetous , 


diſcontented, revengful, humorous, 


unpeaceable perſons , : and theſe 
would be accounted the Honourable 
grandees of the World ; but in the 
Court, and Heraldry of Heaven , 
we find no ſach Titles of Honour. 


An Honour 1t is to be at peace and 


reſt ; ceaſe from ſirife , ' Prov. 20. 
3. The peaceable Man , he 1s the 
Hepourable Man 1n Scripture , and 
in Gods account : By peaceableneſs, 
and following peace, Men procure 
to themſelves a ſure Title to ever- 
laſting peace and reſt ; Og" 
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that the merciful ſhall obtain merey , 
the peaceable, peace, and Reſt at the 
laſt. But there are amongſt us, 
unquiet reſtleſs perſons who pre- 
tend to inſpirations ,. and ' boaſt 
themſelves of the Spirit ; but we 
are exhorted by St. John, 1 Ephef. 
4. I. Not to believeevery' Spirit, but 
to try the Spirits, ollerkes they are of 
God or 20, becauſe many Fl Pro- 
phets are gone out into the World: 
And our Saviour's direction for the 
diſcovery of them we have, Matt. 
7. 16. Te ſhall know them by theiv 
fruits. Our Saviours meaning could 
not be only, nor chiefly, the fruits 
of their lives in their outward con- 
verſation , for falſehood is aften 
ſet off by Hypocriſy ;'and a ſhew 
of ſanttity , goes for great purity ; 
and pretences of Religion and Re- 
formation , ſerve to delude, and 
miſlead unſtable Souls. This 1s the 
Wool which the Wolf wraps about 
him, when he means to do moft 
miſchief,. with leaſt ſuſpition, "_ 
Q 
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old Serpent is not ſo filly as to 
think, that his Miniſters -( whilſt 
they are working the works of 


darkneſs) ſhould be able to draw 


a conſiderable party into their com- 
munion, ſhould. they appear in 


| their diſmal colours ; therefore he 


uts them into a new dreſs , before 
he ſend them abroad in the World ; 
transforming them , as if they 
were the Miniſters of light ; there- 
fore our Saviour could not mean 
the fruits of their lives fo much , 
as the fruzts of thezr DoCtrine, that 


is to ſay, the neceſſary conſequences 


of their DoQtrines. * If what is ſpo- 


ken and Taught by them , upon 


examination do plainly appear in- 
confiftent with any one branch 
or duty of a Chriſtian life, the 
words we may be ſure are. not 
wholſom words. It can be no 
Heavenly Doctrine , that teacheth 
Men to be earthly, ſenſual, and dewi- 
liſh , that tends to make Men «juſt 
in their dealings , -” ie 
their 
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their cenſures , «»dutiful to their 
{uperiours. It was not the purpoſe 


of God, in publiſhing the Goſpel, 


and thereby freeing us from the 
rigor and curſe of the Law, fo to 
turn us looſe and lawleſs, to do ( as 
when there was no King in [/rae/) 
what ſeemed good in our own Eyes ; 
follow our own crooked will, gra- 
tify any corrupt luſt ; but to oblige 
us the taſter, by theſe new benefits, 
and heavenly promiſes, and to bind 
us to our good behaviour the more 
{triatly, allowing no liberty to the 
fleſh, to fulfil che luſts thereof, but 
to exact of us ſincere ſanCtity and 
purity , both of inward affection , 
and outward converſation ; other- 
wiſe no true Reſt to be expected. 
But our pretenders to the Spirit, 
who call the Scriptures a dead letter, 
boaſt of new inſpirations, and en- 
danger greatly the bringing 1n con- 
fuſion amongſt Men , and diſtur- 
bances into States and Kingdoms ; 
the Governours whereof, having 
- ma 
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80 Other authority , than what is 
either founded or agreeable to the 
word, or will of God, it will ſtill 
be in the power of each pretender , 
to deliver Oracles out of his own 
breaſt, as the immediate dictates of 
Gods Spirit , quite contrary to the 
lafety, and intereſt of that Govern- 
ment, which any where 1s, or may 
be eſtabliſhed : And ſo the peace 
of Kingdoms, muſt be as uncertain 
and changeable ; as the phanſies of 
Men, and the Laws as alterable as 
Teſtaments are while the Teftator 
lives ; every illuminate breaſt pre- 
tending to come like Moſes from 
Godin Siza;/, with new Tables of 
divine Commandements , which 
muſt aboliſh and exclude the old ; 
but it 1s our great comfort , bleſſed 
be God, that the publick DoCtrine 
eſtabliihed in the Church of Ezg- 
land , is at this day ſuch, that it 1s 
not chargeable, with any one thing, 
contrary to any part of that duty , 
which a Chriſtian owes, either to 


God or Man, Let 
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Let theſe - pretenders conſider 
what the Apoſtle faith, x Cor. 182, 
7. The manifeſtation of the Spirit 
given to every May to profit withal : 
As if he ſhould have ſaid ; let no 
Man pretend to the Spirit , for any 
other end or''purpoſe., fave for 
what it was given, and that was 
not fo procure himſelf glory, not to 
{ſeparate from his Brethren , not to 
pride and puff up himſelf by de- 
{piſing and. ſcorning others , but to- 
advance the glory of God, and pro- 
mote his own and others ſalvation. 

If what thou haſt or pretends to 
have , be given, the honour 1s the 
givers, and the receiver muſt give 
an account how he hath uſed, what 
he hath received. Now in order 
to the procuring this eternal Reſt, 
there are indeed in the Church 
ſeveral gifts, in ſeveral men ; 
different Offices, and divers ope- 
rations, which look at firſt as if 
they proceeded'from ſeveral princi- 


as 


ples, and tended to diviſion ; . but | 
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as all this variety tends to unity , 
ſo all indeed proceeds from unity , 


Unity in Trinity, one and the fame 


God truly. diftinguiſht into three 
Perſons, but always united into 
the ſame God-head. 

But what Reſt may thoſe Men 
expect ;; who dig at the foundation 
of our Religion , and ftick not to 
deny that blefled Trinity , into 
whoſe worſhip, and in whoſe name 
we are Baptized : The name of the 


"Father, the Son and Holy Ghoft ? 


To which three Sacred Perſons we 
{o often ſay , Glory be to the Father, 
and tothe Son , and ta the Holy Ghoſt. 
Theſe are the Three which {ſaid to 


each other , when they made Man, 


Ger. 1. Let us make May after onr 
Image, in our likeweff, Thele are 
they which manifeſted themſelves 
at our Lords Baptiſme ; joyning 


again to renue that Image, in which 


we were made. The Father inthe 
voice, the Son owned by that voice, 


the,Spirit in the Dove abiding on 


him: : 
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him : Theſe are that Holy, Holy, 


Holy ; to whom the Seraphims 1n . 
Iſaiah , .under the old Teſtament, | . 


gave all glory. Theſeare they to | , 
whom the Angels and Saints in | 
Heaven, ſing that Anthem of praiſe Þ ,, 
in the. Revelations, This is the ſum } 4 
of Chriſtian Religion,, and that | xo 
which brings Reſt and peace eter- | . 
nal to all that well underſtand and | ; 
receive it. | (] 
And therefore the Council of 
Nice ordained that the Litere for- | 
mute, or Commenaatory Letters , 

which were the ſolemn warrants | x 
of entertainment, and-hoſpitality, | , 
7 between Chriſtians, ſhould -be 
{ubſcrib'd by theſe Letters n1vAn; | 
denoting the Trinity , and their /; 

faith who carried thoſe Letters. 
There are three ( faith St. Jos ) | 
that bear record in Heaven , the Fa- | © 
ther , the Word, and the Spirit, and | 7 
theſe three are one and the ſame God | , 
bleſſed for ever: One Eſſence, ac- | 6 

cording to what our Lord hath gud, 
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] and the Father are one. Thus to 
|| believe, highly concerns us all, be- 
cauſe of all errors, none ſo per- 
nicious , none ſo intolerable, as 
thoſe which concern the firſt foun- 
tain , whence all things flow ; and 
the laſt end to which all things tend. 
Derive all from the bleſſed Trinity, 
aſcribe and refer the glory of all 
to the bleſſed Trinity , and then we 
ſhall come to enjoy him in bleſſed 
reſt and happineſs, whom we thus 
believe, adore and honour. | 

St. ww tells = x Cor. 12. 8. 
That there are diverſities of gifts 
but the ſame Spirit ind, of 
adminiſtrations , but the ſame Lord; 
diverſuties of operations , but it ts the 
ame God, that worketh all in all, 

This ſhould ftand as a great ar- 
gument. of Unity , and Charity a- 
mongſt our felves, Humility and 
Thankfulneſs to God , who hath 
made us partakers in ſeveral mea- 
ſures, and degrees of thele gifts ; 
tlieſeadminiſtrations , theſe opera- 
M t10Nns 3 
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tions ; that though our gifts, and 
places, and works are very different 
and” unequal', yet they come all 


from the. ſame Spirit, Lord, and 


God ; who wiſely governs and: or- 
ders all things by his Council here 


below : The Apoſtle tells us, v. 8. 


To one is given the word of wiſdom, 
Fa ſpecial ability of. underſtanding} 
To another the word of knowledge, 
[to interpret the myſtical ſenſes and 
veiled 'meanings of holy Scripture} 
To another Faith, [or a firm belief 
> work = miracles ] ts axother 
the gift of healing, [a peculiar power 
to 5 nA en the help 
of Phyſick] To another the working of 
Miracles, [{uch as was the delivering 
Hyminews and Philetus, tobeaMiQt- 
by Satan ; the ftriking Ehmras 
blind, and Azaniasand Saphira dead} 
' To another diverſe kinds of Tongues, 
[the gift of ſpeaking ſeveral and: 
{range Languages, which he was 
never taught; ] And all this work- 
eth that one and the ſame Spirit, who 
| divides 
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divides his ſeveral gifts," to ſeveral 
Men, according to be good pleaſure, © 
-.. Other Scriptures:tell us the ſame, 
as that of St. Matr.. 25. 15. The 
Maſter of the houſe gave to one Ser- 
gn” 9 Talents , to another two, to 
another one , to every one according. to 
his ſeveral ability ; He gives ſuch , 
and ſo much as he ſees every Man 
is fit to make uſe of, to Gods glory: 
and the Common good. Thus God 
will ſhew himſelf both a free donor, 
and a wiſe diſpoſer of all things. 
For if one Man ſhould have all abili- 
ties, and others few or none of any. 
worth , the World might ſeem to 
be guided, either by blind fortune, 
or. fatal neceſſity; but now thar 
Men have their Wed Offices, and 
their ſeveral abilities, by which 


[they are each fitted for anqthers 
 fervice, and all for the beauty and 
benefit of the whole frame ;. the 


hand of divine providence, appears 
in the: diſpoſing of them#: God 
would have Men take notice of 

M 2 their 
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their gifts, and of their defeQs, 
that by the one they 'may learn | 
humility, and by the other thank- 
fulneſs. For.if any. one had all parts, 
he would be too proud of his per-= 
feQtions, and begin to think he 
needed not the ſupply of Gods far- 
ther favours, who had ſo much of 
his own already. Again, if any 
Man were deſtitute of all Gods gifts, 
and mercies, he would want matter 
to bleſs God for. But now that 
God hath given to Men a meaſure 
of good things, and hath temper'd 
their gifts, with many defects, 
they may eaſily ſee, they are both 
indebted to God for all they have, 
and depending on God for all the 
want. And ſo this dividing Gods 
gifts, ſhould teach us to think 
humbly of our Selves, and thank- 
fully of God, and to ſet up our 
Reſt in thoſe gifts and graces, which 
his bounty hath ſo freely conferred 
upon us. Not inwardly to repine 
and envy, nor outwardly to di wy 
and 
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and pervert, that order which God 
hath made, but ito let God alone 


with his wiſe and gracious dealing, 
with us, and to reſt ſatisfied with 


our,, own portion,: and. to prize 


and efteem the gifts of others, ac- 
' knowledging their due worth and 
Falue where ever we find them ; 


for if the holy Spirit of God, divide 


his gifts as he will , and his will is 
always gracious and wile, then 


either to deny, or envy, or debaſe 
them, is no better than to thwart 
God, in one eſpecial work of his 
wiſdom and goodneſs, | 


:., Some Men indeed would have 


eater gifts, and molt Men would 


. have greater callings and places in 


the Church and State; all ſecretly. 
grudging againſt God, and envying 
one another ; and if 1t were not 
the mercy of God, to over rule ſuch 
ſecret ſwellings, they would burſt 
out to the overthrow of peace and 
order, and would prove no leſs 


_ feſtruQtive, to our temporal quiet 
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-2nd Reſt here, than to our eternal 
Reſt hereafter. *Twas good'Counſel 
which Joſeph gave to his Brethren, 
when they -were' returning with 
their Sacks of Corn to their Father 
In Canaan , See ye fall not out by the 
way. We are all Travellers re- 
turning to our Fathers houſe, the 
Heavenly Cazaan, in which are 
»14rny manſions, enough certainly for 
all the Sons of Adam, and God hath 
given to every Man, ſuch gifts and 
Er2ces, ſuch:guides and afſfiſtances, 
for their conduQ ,- that were they 
not: wanting to'themſelves , the 

need 'not doubt \their ſafe dval. 
But {uch are our fallings out by the 
way ; ſuch our jarrings and difſen- 
tions, 'our lingrings , delays and 
backſlidings, that we may have 
tauſe*to, fear , the greater part of 
theſe Travellers: will fall ſhort of 
theſe manſions , and never take up 
their Reſt in their Fathers houſe, :-: 
; It isan ancient and true ſaying, 
WUnum quoaque eft propter operationems 
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ſnam. God hath made all that he mgae:; 
ordered all things that he ordained 
(and there is nothing but what he 


made and ſet in order) ' for that 


work and operation , to which its 
nature, place and faculties,are fitted. 
The work and operation therefore , 


15 the firſt in order of intention- or 
delign , though the laſt in order 


of execution and accompliſhment. 


But nothing can' operate or work 
aright, except it be gifted , -or en- 


dued with ſome faculty, or hability 
to that work. And that this fa- 
culty or hability may produce its 


work in due order, it muſt have its 


due-place and office, appointed by 


him who orders all things. 


Now as this is true and certain 
in the univerſal body of the World, 
and in the particular natural body 
of all Men; o it is chiefly to be 
obſerved, in the Spiritual body -of 
Chriſt's Church. Firſt there are 
gifts to enable Men to perform the 
work for which God hath appointed 

M4 them. 
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them. Then there are Offices 
A/gxovicy or adminiſtrations , to 
authorize them, and give them 
Commiſſion, in their ſeveral places 
to exerciſe thoſe gifts , with which 
they are endued, and perform thoſe 
works, for which they are giited 
and authorized. Then there are 
works,which muſt be performed by 
Men endued with thoſe gifts and 
thoſe Commiſſions. | | 
" This is the wiſe method and 
order which he that hath made all 
things in number, meaſure and 
weight, hath preſcribed, and obſer- 
ved himſelf in all his works, and 
preſcribed us in his word to obſerve. 
Gifts are firſt mentioned , becauſe 
they are firſt neceſſary, for thequa- 
lifying of the Perfon both for his 
oltice and his work. What ever 
we have, what ever we are, by 
ature or grace, in our worldly 
condition , or 1n our ſpiritual, is a 
pift : For what are, or what have 
we, inanyreſpe@, if good it WW; 
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that we have not received, from 
that God, whois the only ſelf. ſub- 
fiſting | all-ſufficient fountain, and 
fulnefs 'of all being and life ? Forin 
him we hve, and move, and have 
_ our bein : From him, and throu p 
tum, an to him are all things. 
y ke the word, Let it be thus, a7 
zhus, (by that eternal word his only 
Sou and it was ſo, 

Elis Spirit moved upon the Waters , 
and all things that he pleaſed to 
have done , | through this word, 
oy this Spirit were produced ; for by 

e word of the Lord ivere the Heavens 
made , 7; all the hoſt of them by this 
Te or woyd' of his mouth. All 

en 1s his gift : 4b «niſimo Deg 
manant ableifirnts, ab ererno tem- 
poralia, All diverſity comes from Unity, 
all times and temporal things , from 
the eternity, of this Trinity. It is 
God alone that hath made and or- 
der'd the du Earth and the aZive 
Sun, diſtinguiſhed the World i into 
ſuch diver ty of Creatures, in 
_ order 
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order to ſerve one another, . the 
Elements for the mixt bodies, herbs 
and graſs-for theliving unreaſonable 
Creatures; thoſe for Man , and 
Man for his own ſervice and glory. 
Tf God had made hut one Crea- 
ture, that one had proved him an 
infinite God, as to .his power, for 
nothing but an” Almighty power , 
can bring forth any thing, though 
but an Atom , or 'duſt or {and out 
of nothing. But now that.he hath 
made and appointed ſo many Crea- 
tures , in ſuch a juſt and excellent 
order, this makes the riches of his 


wiſdom and bounty, clearly appear | 


to the. Eye of reaſon, and then he 
demands of Man, who hath this 
reaſon , in all humility and thank- 
fulneſs that he adore. and revere 
that God, who hath made fo many 
divers ' Creatures to ſerve him, 
that he may learn thereby _to ſerve 
and love his Creator ,. and gracious 
benefactor ; and ſo at laſt. come to 
enjoy him, whom. he hath' thys 

EY 0  Terved, 


ac. 
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ſerved. and loved, itz eternal .joy 
and reſt, , - 7-04 
/ If iany one ſhould ask , why was 
I made a buekfSElement, a ſenſeleſs 
Plane ', , an «reaſonable though :a 
liviny. Creature, but a reaſonable 
Man, -above. all theſe, able to ſee, 


;and confider what I fee and know ; 


tothe honour of God ? There can 
no account or reaſon begiven , but 
the free bounty of his gift, who 
thus \diſtinguitht and} ordered all 
things. And ſoallo amongſt Men ; 
why: one is noble, another obſcure ; 
-onerich, another poor.; one beauti- 


| ful, witty,and ſtrong,another weak, 


dull,-ior leſs comely, what account 
can any one give, . but that #here 
are divenfities of gifts, but the ſame 
Spiree,” Lord, God , who thus -ot- 
ders them ? And this muft teach 
us contentedneſs, without envying 
Supertors;; | and Charity, without 
deſpifing or neglecting mfertors. 

'* But beſides thele gifts, theſe 
Offices and adminiſtrations, m_ 


\ 
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God hath placed in- the World, 


=_ its Tem pore Government; 
ere are gifts ſupernatural and 


| ſpiritual, which God hath ordain'd 


and placed i in the Church, for«the | 


piritualGovernment of Mens Souls, 
in ofder to Gods fervice here, and 
Mans eternal Reſt and Salvation 
hereafter. And theſe gifts, Saint 
Paul in the firſt tothe Corinthians, 
12. 28, reckons up to be eight in 
_ number. ' Firſt Apoſtles, Secondarily 
Prophets, Thiraly Teachers: After 
Miracles, then of of healin Toh 
ror Poop, ver ſities of 0 Co: 
Whereof five were ' needful on 
firſt, and ſo to continue but fo 
time : Bur' thoſe that were to een 
for ever, ars reduced to Three, 
Teachers , Helps, Governments. 
Prieſts or 'Presb ters to teach., Dea- 
cons to help, Biſhops both to teach, 
help, and govern, Theſe all, the 
Church had from the beginning), 
and our Church bleſſed be God , 
{ill hath them. Theſe the Sy 
<2 
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of Carthage calls the Three degrees 
of. the Clergy; and we find frequent 
mention of them , in all the Monu- 
ments and Records of the Church, 


whether Provincial :Synods , or 


general Councels , Publick Litur- 


gies, or private Writers, Hiſtorians 


or Fathers ; Caozs made for their 
{everalOffices and Adminiſtrations, 
bounding and limiting each from 
other, in their proper works;and 
operations, 


That of Presbyters and Deacons, 


hath beenleſs queſtioned;but that of 


Biſhops more diſputed in late times : 
yet who can queſtion, or doubt of 


| their being placed in the Church, 


by the Apoſtles themſelves, that 
Fath with any impartial Eye, read 
and conſidered,cither the Scripture, 
or the ancient expoſiters of Scrip- 
ture. Timothy at Fobeſas, and T its 
at Cree, have their Epiſcopal Office 
and duty plainly deſcribed, and or- 
der'd in Scripture by St. Paut, The 
Seven Stars 10 Chrifts hand , Rev, 

F. 204 
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x. 20. are the Sever Angels of the 
Seven Churches, \faith ,Chrift hims 
ſelf. And he that conſiders what 
theſe Churches were ,: of how nu- 
merous Chriſtians, of what large 
circuit , . containing ſeveral Cities 
and Countries, ' can, hardly .doubt 
of what the Ancients have; faid : 
T hat the Angels of theſe Churches were 
ot only Biſhops, but Metropolitan 
Arch-Biſhops. Sure we are, - that 
Church Writers and Hiſtorians , 
ſet down the very particular names 
of theſe Seven Angels or Biſhops , 
and not only ſo, but their Succeſ- 
ſors for ſeveral Ages. ES 

The firſt general Counſel of NVzce, 
from which the NzceneCreed hath its 
name , conſiſted of Three Hundred 
and Eighteen Biſhops, as many as 
Abrabam had in his Army againſt 
the Kings, in the ſtory of Gezeſis, 
as St. Ambroſe wittily alludes. And 
the firſt general Synod, calls the 
Government by Biſhops, Arch- 
Biſhops or Metropolitans qpycia oy 
tne 


the 4#tzent guiſe : Soahcient it was; 


ttatithe ancient writers we have 


(and fome we have of the next Age 
after the Apoſtles) mention it as 
thiverſally ſpread over the Church, 
and'from'no other at firſt derived, 
than from the Apoſtles. 


Nor could it indeed have been - 


ſo early, or ſo generally diffuſed, 
from any leſs authority than:theirs. 
Theſe are they whom. St. Paul calls 
Tporo wres 2) nyvpuor, GIVING them 
power of ordination and of Govern- 
ment, Rulers and Preſidents. Ip- 
natins every where diſtinguiſherh 
them from Presbyters, and Deacons, 
as being above them, and calls them 
Kpaneylas, Govermours, So doth St. 


Cyprean, Origen, Euſebins, Epiphanins, 
and who not ? attributing to them 


hot only the chief place, but the 
higheſt authority and power of 
Government. © Hierom himlelf , 
though but a Presbyter, and a zea- 
lous defender of Presbyters dignity, 
derives the difltercnee of degrees 

no 


®, 
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no lower, than from the times of 


the Apoſtles, for ſo are his words ;- 


When they began to ſay, T am of 
Paul, 1 "7 Apele I of Copha, then 
were —_— every where placed to 
prevent Schiſm. And that we may 
know , that theſe Apoſtolical tra- 
ditions ate taken from the Old 
Teſtament; what Aaror and his 
Sons, and the Levzres, were in the 
Jewiſh Temple ; that Biſhops, Pre/- 
byters and Deacons, wete in the 
Chriſtian Church. And therefore if 
we will not make ſo learned, and 
ſo religious a Perſon ; plainly con- 
trary to himſelf, he muſt be fo un- 
derſtood in his other ſayings, as 
not todeny what he plainly affirms, 
That Epiſcopal Government came from 
the Apoſtles. 2 
But this hath been ſo Dr. Templer , 
fully diſcuſſed of late 7970 
_ in this Nation, and particu- 
ay by a Perſon of great worth 
and learning , at a Viſitation in 
Cambridge, (to which I refer Foy )! 
| | _ that 
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fhat I ſhall no longer inſiſt upon it , 


' | only remind you, that differences 


there are of Adminiſtrations , that 
is, of Offices in the Church, as 
well as diverſities of gifts ; and all 
theſe different Adminiſtrations | 
high and low, as well Biſhops, as 
P316fſts and Deacons , 'ate called 
A/4x51/aj, the proper term of the 
loweſt. of the three, the Deators ; 
which we tranſlate Adminiſtrations, 
but. might as well be rendred M-- 
aiſteries, or Services ; But why are 
they ſo called ? Surely to teach the 
higheſt of them, both diligence and 
humility in their Office. Every 
honour;hath its burthen anſwerable 
toit; and the higher the Office of 
Government, if. it be truly and con- 
ſcienciouſly diſcharged ; the pain- 
fuller 1s its work and ſervice. *Tis 


an old ſaying us SEA. evo 1X, MEYUAG | 
a dearorys. , The Maſter in a great 


bouſe, us the greateſt Servant ; while 
all they ſerve him, in their ſeveral 
places, heis fain to ſerve them all, 


NN . ſtudy : 


_— 
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ſtudy and watch to provide for all, 
to govern all. Inno houſe is thas 
ſo true, as that of the Church: 
. For whole cares, ſtudies, dangers, 
watchfulneſs are ſo great,ſ{o various, 


_ ſo perpetual, as theirs , it they 


do their duty ? And whoſe Cone 


demnation is ſo great, if they 
do it not ? Biſhops are Generals || 


in this Spiritual Army, and yet 
ſaith St. Paul, fellow Souldiers ; aC- 
countable to our Common Lord Chriſt 
Jo 7 , not only for their owz Souls, 

ut for others too ; nor 1s the mea- 
neſt Common Souldier , by the 


hundreth part , obliged to ſo many | 


cares and pains, expoſed to ſo many 
dangers and troubles, as theſe Ge- 
nerals. Rulers they are in Gods 
Houſe , but their ruling is for Gods 
ſervice , and Mans Salvation : And 


what a load of cares and pains 


doth this ruling'lay upon them ? 


Fathers they are in place and dig- 
nity, but Brethren in love and 
hunulity they muſt be. Stars. and 

| Angels 
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Agel they are called, but how do 
the Stars run their courſe, day and 
night for the ſervice of this inferior 


World ? How do the Anpels con- 


deſcend to be miniſtring Spirits ts 
the pooreſt of Gods Fanuly ?: - - 

"Read but what our Saviour 
faith, Matt. 20: 27. W hofoever | will 


Servant even as the Son of Winn cance 
to Miniſter , and to give hit of 4 
ranſom for many. Read what Saint 
Paal faith, 2 Cor. 11.23. tothe 30. 
arid you will ſurely confeſs, that the 
higheft Offices in Gods Church; are 
the moſt painful dangerous ſervices: 


 Minifteries truly & called, ſo truly, 
that the Ancient Biſhops enterin 


that Office , might truly ſay, ols 
Epiſcopari, But the more paififul 
their ſervice is, the greater ought 
to be their honour, both of inward 
teſpe&, and outward maintenance. 
All that are under theſe Miniſteries, 
or Adminiftrations , ought to take 
heed of defpiſing thetn for this 

N 2 reaſon; 
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reaſon, becauſe they are Minifteries ; 
but rather honour them becauſe 
they are over you in the Lord. 
The higher powers, Kings them- 
ſelves, are twice called by this very 
word I1zxovor, the Miniſters of God, 
Rom. 13. The Angels are called 
Miniſtring Spirits, yet are ſtill 
Principalities and Powers, Thrones 
and Dominions. Nay, our Lord'him- 
ſelf , whilſt he was yet on Earth in 
_ the form of a Servant, is called by 
this word S:dx0v9 , the Miniſter of 
the Circumciſion for the truth of God, 
This muſt teach thoſe in this high 
place, humility and diligence , but 
others it muſt teach obedience and. 
thankfulneſs, toefteem them highly, 
for their works ſake ; to obey them 
that have the rule over you, and ſubmit 
your ſelyes,becauſe they watch for your 
, Souls, as they that muſt give an account, 
He that defires the Offite of a Biſhop, 
deſires a pood work , ſaith St. Paul: 
Good indeed, and a work indeed. 
To govern and guide ſo many _— 
: and 


En _— 


| 


o « _ * 2 4 
y oo q de : 3 pe E 5 ql 4 Y MERE. Con nuded BD oe Mus Ge 
v - by Se bc, II, te den 36 LETS ah" © IRCIOR 37 Hee BODE es CIOS. Tn Sd" mu 

| SER" ST TR NEE: D333, 1s on ge We CART Fe iS 
. . oi ER od ON 2? : Ed L 
: - VII 3 : N 

> 

_ 


bus Eternal Reft.. 18x 
and their Paftors, with zeal to-God, 
and Charity to. Man ; with' un- 
wearied . patience and. humility ,; 
without corruption or partiality, 
through favour or fear, of. high or 
low, {mall or great, poor or rich-; 


- to govern and teach. wiſely and di- 


ligently ; -to-look ſo carefully. to or- 
dination , that.all the wat ; and 
none but the truth, be conftantly 
Preaciieds and- the ſervice of God 
de conitantly 'performed , with alt 
reverence, free from prophanels;, 
with all purity, free from; ſuper- 
ſtition. That the Sacraments and 


. diſcipline of the Church ,'; be. ad- 


miniſtred in their power and. beau- 
ty ; all this1s a work indeed, as full 
of labour and care , as' of, honour : 
Even. the lower Adminiſtrations , 


_ thoſe of Presbyters and Deacons, 


have not.,,they . their work .too ?. 
They have. ſyre in their ſeveral 
places enough. to ſpend their time, .- 
and Spirits wholly in, , if they do 


their duty. The Presbyter-hath a 


N 3 ' great 


==: 


$2 
great friare of all.:- "The Biſhops 
work is ina great part committed t6 
him , and would: the People make 
| that ufc of Gods Miniſters, which 
their. Eternal Reſt and Salvation re- 


guns; it would quickly be found, 


t preaching were not half of the 
Miniters work and care: And yet 
Preaching is no ſmall work. To 
ioftruC clearly in all the M mu 
of Faith, to exhort earneſtly, 
a&:fionately , to all the dies y-) 
life and. practice ; ' to- convince fo 
many rnumerous errors, as daily 
arte ; to rebuke and ' reprove © 
many” ſins , and -finful Perſons; ; 
without: fear of the grear',” or the 
m4ry; to comfort the feeble minded; 
to humble the haughty; to ſtir'up 
the flothful, and remperthe furious; 
to uphofd the falling,and telieve the 
wavering , and reduce the-wander- 
ing ; to ſtop rhe og of 46 many, 
and fable ain ſo, From - 
Atheift to the 
Re  TIVIONES to the Superſtirious 


to 


Schiſtnatibk ; frottt | 
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to clear thoſe Obſcurities, to an- 
{wer . thoſe difficulties, remove 
thoſe ſcandals, which ſo many Men 
in weakneſs, or wilfulneſs are fub- 
, jet to, and to ſecond all this with 
2 life unblameable ; this certain- 
ly, is a work of great variety , 
udy,; and pains : and yet a: work 
ſo neceſlary it is, that better for us, 
_ we had no gifts nor Miniſtry at all, 
than not to perform it : and 'the 
more ''it behoves the reſt of -the 
World, not. to. hinder, not to dif- 
courage , not facrilegiouſly to rob, 
not to perplex us in this our wark ; 
but to ſtrive to make it as comfor- 
table tous, and as fruitful to your 
ſelvesas-you can, ſeeing the end of 
theſe Miniſteries , theſe ſervices, 
theſe works, |. the' end of all our 
labour,isto bring you to exd/ef:Reft. 
All our abilities, . all our giftsare 

| from the /am2 Spirit ,*all our works 
are: wrought by the ſam: Lord, 
who. worketh all tm all, that 1s well 
wrought ; both in him that writes, 
N 4 and 
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and him that reads ,* both in him 
that ſpeaks, and. him that hears , 


in him that is governed, arid in 


him that governs. if this be ſo, 


let us baniſh all pride, If our gifts, - 


and places, and works be never {6 
high, never {o'many ; Ezvy, 'if out 
gifts and plates ſeem never ſo few 
and low; for whit are 'the higheſt 
amongſt 'us; but the inſtruments 
and ſervants, 'of this ſupreme do- 
nor, and mover ; receltving all from 
him, accountable for all*to hinv ? 
And how cari the loweſt and mea- 
neſt murmur , or object any thing 
againſt it, ſince they that have the 
loweſt and meaneſt; have it a gilt, 
and could not challenge it*as due, 


but have it by the wile diſpoſal- of 


that Lord, whoſe wiſdom knoweth 
what is fitteſt for each 5 and whoſe 
goodneſs beſtows that' which is 
moſt fit , and the meaner', or-lefs 
gifts and places any one hath”, the 
more- eaſily is. both his work ;' and 
his account ?e * ©. HEE 
MERE NPs Away 
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Away then with haughty Pride, 
or mutinons Envy. Let not one ſay 
with repining regret, T a ſlow iz: 
apprehenſion, weak in memory, ſhallow 
7n judgment , whilſt others are quick, 
tenacious and ſolid : I have neither 
wealth to "\bity voluminous Authors ; 
zor arts," nor parts, as others have, to 
dive into thoſe difficulties , and obſcu- 
rities, and gain a clear ſolution of them, 
As orders Bibi. | a. 


Nor'let "others ſay in  haughty 
contempt of. their 1nferiors \, . or 
meaner Brethren ; how, mean are 
fuch agd ſuch compared with me ,, in 
graces ,' and plages? TI can lead my a- 
mazed Auditors , whither ] will, with 
my eloquent” Tongne ;, whilſt others 
freez'"in their Pulpits , and tire their 
Auditors into weariſomne fi and drow- 
ſinefs. But let the one and the other 
tay, Theſe are gifts freely beſtowed , 
where it pleaſeth the giver, and who 
fhall ſay unto him, mhat doeft thou 
with thy own? He owes nothing to any, 
who" can' demand any thins of him = 
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his due ? He is the ſupreme Wiſdom, 
who ſhall direct him in his Counſel ; 
where and how to diſpoſe and beſtow his 
gifts ? The ſupreme Lord, 'who ſhall 


command him, where and how to dif-. 


poſe and order his. Adminiſtrations ? 
He « the only 207 God , who 


ſhall accuſe his work of weakneſs or 


Let the loweſt and meaneſt re- 


member' to ſay, Though. God hath 


denied me this or that which .. otlgers 
have , yet hath he given me ſomething 
which others want. He hath not gives 
wan high place, bus he bach given 
me that retirement and feſt, of which 
thoſe that ;are\wn high places, are be- 
reaved. . te hath denied me promotion, 
but given. ne that health., which they 


that are preferred before me., would 


PP AQ 


_ willinglyparchaſe.. 


- On the. other fide, let thoſe that 


J 


have higheſt gifts and places, ſay 


to themſelves, Why (bould' we, boaſt 
of our. Lards bounty , and net 'rather 
tremble to think , of aſcribing that to 


anr 
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aur ſelves, which #4 hes free-p1ft and 
4 ry vg teaſt be bs | 3 
:be ſees zt. abuſed; or if be com« 
cos 2f ,. condemn ts the heevier for 
being unthankfuk? 

' Since it 1s thus ordered, by. tho 
wiſe diſpoſer'of all things, "ex One, 
and. the other. remember, that. all 
are the Spirits Aim/men: in! their 
gifts; The Lord's Minifters in their 
Offices, Gads Warkmer in their-works, 
and thus when every one hall be 
contented with his Talent , each 
one” ſhall find! peace and quiet, 
and Reſt within hun here, and 
af qualified for eternal Rees here- 

OY” 2: 

 TheWorld kath many eager 
torthi Reft and choſe ntriry 
one” to another , 'that chiir very 
pretences to it, ſhew this-eternal 
Reft:to' be very defirable'; hut'the 
contrariety ſhews , that this Reſt 
harh ſo much of difficulty in it, 
that all that lay claim to it, earinott 
NO their claini-: ry "E 


= 
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they cry with the Mathematician 
Supng, fupmea. , I have found, and. I 
have found it ; yet they are'ſo much 
to ſeek, that their confidence, with- 
out evidence, hath-brought many 
to put it to the queſtion, Whe- 
ther there be any {uch- Reſt to be 
found ? We muſt-notbe ſo fooliſh, 
oro {lothful, as: thoſe Scepticks:, 
who queſtion, or'deride the poſſhi- 
bility 'of ſearching , | and finding 
out this eternal Reft ; but with hu-. 
mility and diligence; humbly ap- 
ply- our ſelves to thoſt Rules, which» 
are given us forits diſcovery. Some: 
there are that lay:claim tono other, . 
nor higher felicity, than that which: 
either-natural Philoſophy , or civil 
Policy' can help: them 'to : And; 
theſe ,: though'they have gone far ; 
diſcovered and: publiſht many. 
truths:;: —_ and profitable fori 
the'Workd'; yet their aims are too! 
low:; to give the ſoul of Man fatis-' 
fation, or acquieſcenſe here : The: 
 lighv and rules they walk by, taq 
(9413 weak, 


— 
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weak, and too uncertain, - to.reach 
thoſe very aims, which themſelves 
own ; much more muſt they. needs 
fall ſhort of Mans great eternal end, 
this. endleſs Reſt : The . purſuir 
whereof, 1s our wiſdom here ; the 
attaining whereof, is our happineſs 
hereafter. = Bia} 
There are in . the World Men 
(and thoſe not a few) who ſeek 
after wealth and honour, and great 
power ; and weary themſelves day 
and night, to attain their ambitious 
deſires, and think themſelves ſtill 
in the way towards this eternal 


Reſt : But our Saviour's appearing 


in the World, as he did , in much 
humility, demonſtrates unto us the 
contrary. The innocency , righ- 
teouſneſs, charity and holineſs of 
his life, were ſo conſpicuous, that 
the Scribes and. Phariſees, nay, the 
Devil himſelf, could not find any 
true accuſation againſt him; and 
he that betrayed him,, went and 
hanged himſelf, becauſe. he Fo” 
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detrayed fo. :nnoctnt, fo good, and 
holy a Perſon : Becauſe. he cane 
not to” gratifie , the wordly and 
carnal expettations of the Jeers, 
with any outward pomp or iplen- 
dor, {uitable to their deſires , they 
vitify his Perſon; revite his doarine, 
perſecute his followers , contrive his 
ruttie :, Yet what was a temporal 
advancement , or deliverance to an 
eternal redemption, from fin, death, 
and hel; to an eternal advance- 
. ment, aboveall enemies, to thoſe 
bonoars and joys at Gods right hand ? 
And how contrary had 1t been to 
_ thedeſign of his incarnation, which 
was to fatisfie for Mankind's for- 
mer Pride and Ambition, intempe- 
rate voluptuouſneſs ; inſatiable co- 
vetouſneſs ? To exemplify;. as well 
as teach them, the grace of piety, 
and contentedneſs, with the mea- 
neſt condition here below , by fet- 
ting their hearts on things above ? 
How contrary had' it been to ſucti 
2 purpoſe , for our Lord to have 
_ appeared 
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appeared in the plenty -of wealth , 
or the ſplendor or pomp of worldly 
honour, in the power of Armies, 
to conquer Nations ,, by Sword or 
Force , all which would have but 
enraged the ſinful diſtempers of 
Mans Soul, which he came tocure? 
He had given the Jews abundant 
' evidence, both at his birth, and 
- throughout his life ; yea,at his very 
death, that *rwas not weakneſs, 
or any neceſſity that made him ap- 
pear in {uch mean condition ;. but 
his voluntary choice , and love to 
Mankind ; to draw them off from 
the love of this World, to that of 
God and a better life : For ſurely 
he that could command a Star, to 
attend him at his birth, and an 
Heavenly Hoſt to ſing an Anthem 
of Glory to God, at his Nativity ; 
might more eaſily , had it pleaſed 
him , been born in another place 
than a Stable, with other manner 
of attendants, than a poor Virgin, 
and a Carpenter. He that could 


feed 
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feed five Thouſand , with a few 
Loaves and Fiſhes, might have 
maintained as numerous an Army ; 
as he pleaſed :. -He that could care 
the Blind, and Lame, and Deaf 
at a word ; healall manner of Di- 
leaſes, command the Waters , and 


the Wind, raiſe the Dead , caſt 


out Devils , might quickly have 


had an' invincible force, of Men 


and Anpels, to quell the Romars 


... and other Nations. © He that could. 


ſirike his apprehender . to the 
ground ; at the beck of his wall ; 
make the Sun withdraw his /zght 
at Noon day, and full Moon ; the 


Earth zremble, the Rocks rexd, the 
Graves _opey at his death ; could 


ealily have ſaved himſelf from 


death ; but then he ſhould have by 


his Example , rezowned that love of 
worldly riches, pleaſures and ho- 
nours, which by his DoQrine of 
humility, ſelf dental, and contempt of 
the World, he ſought to mortify and 


diſgrace. ED ED 
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_ High and- lofty thoughts , -do 
much hinder -our' progteſs towards 
our eternal Reſt, and hide from us 
the true knowledge of our: ſelves ; 
whoſe firſt Element is but duſt; 
Duſt thou art , and to duſt ſhalt thou 
returis : Duſt is our native ſoyl, and 
laſt home ; to which we muſt by a 
firm decree, repair ere long. By 
ſoring aloft after worldly honours, 
we do but make our weariſom way, 
the longer , and more crooked ; 
our fall more grievous (eſpecially 
If ſuddain) and our final. account 
after death more heavy. Aſpiring 
ambition overthrew the Tempter , 
Lucifer himſelf, What Spirit is it 
then think we , which moves ſuch 
young and tender Plants, as ſcarce 
thrive under the walls of Gods 
houſe ; ſach Vines as hardly bear, 
fruits, in the warm and well fenced 
vale ; (Imean the retirements and 
vacations of a low and private con- 
dition ;) to affeCt the cold and open 
Mountains , expoſed to blaſts of 
90 noy- 
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noyſom winds ? Is it their glory to 
be above others of their own rank, 
and education ? This might be pur- 
chaſed ,. with leſs danger to them- 
ſelves, and -more.good to Church 
and State ; if they ſought to. over- 
top them , more by their own pro- 
per height, or true growth , in all 
graces and good works , than by 
meer advantage of -ground : For 
* when every Valley ſhall be exalted, and 
every Mountain made low ; that 1s, 
when all worldly, differences of 
States, ſhall be laid aſide, ( as at 
the laſt day they will be) the fruit 
which hath grown in the vale of 
humility and contentedneſs, will 
appear both higher , and better far, 
than the ordinary ofi-ſpring of the 
Mountains or higheſt places of pre- 
ferment. Were Men ſo wile in 
heart as to conſider, that the lower 
their place or condition is (1o it be 
not expoſed to flouds of violence ) 
the apter it 1s to ſuck in the dew of 
Heaven, and bring forth fruit in its 


ſeaſon. There 
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"There are in the way to this 


Nernal Reſt, "og variety of Tra- 


vellers, furniſht with 'various and 
different abilities; whoſe faces dif- 
ter not more than their minds and 
manners, and theſe though they 
run contrary ways, ; Ft all pretend 
the ſame end, 
are upon their march to this 


eternal Reſt, even then, when their 


backs are rurned upon it. 
The bloudy reſtleſs Tra tor 
would be chought to be in ſearch 
after . this eternal Reſt, and Life, 
though he ſeek for it in the paths of 
death, and works like the Mole 
under ground, and thinks that no' 
Man ſhall ſee him , *till his abomi- 
nable wickedneſs be found our, and 
ill, in the ſame Net that he laid for 
others, i his foot taken , and *till his. 
own demerits , and the juſtice of 
the laws , halter him into a ſhame- 
full death , | and ſwing him into 
another World, there to have his 
portion, with (the firſt and greateſt of 
Oz rebels) 
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rebels.) the Devil, and his Angels , 
and. (unleſs prevented by a timely, 
repentance ) 'to, remain in flames 
that burn to all eternity. Another 
fort of Rebels there are more noble, 
though not: leſs bloudy than the 
former, of an+ higher and more 
honourable extra&tion ; yet ſuch 
as move-in the. ſame Sphere, who . 
hide their headsaloft in the Clouds, 
who alſo think that none ſhall ſee 
them ; but he that is higher than 
the higheſt, laughs them to ſcorn, 
and lets them drop into the ſame 
pit,, which they made for others; 
tillthe SanQtion of the Laws, ſtrikes 
the Coronet from off their Heads, 
their Heads from their Bodies, and 
lays the Ax to the root of that Tree, 
which brought not forth good fruit, 
and is therefore hewn down, rieven 
out, as it were, and cleaved for the 
fire. Were Religion as much in 
theſe Mens hearts, as it hath been 
in their pretences ; that Religion T 
mean, which is, firſt pare, then 
peaceable, 
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ſelves, a ſpeedier, and a {adder mor- 
tality,than that which God and Na- 
ture had firſt appointed for them. : 
. >Next, The-Zealous Schiſmatick 
thinks he is maRing ſure” of 'this 
eternal Reſt, for himſelf and-alfo 
for his followers ; who'runs; before 


he is called ;'and: intrudes himſelf 
Into that holy: funfion', -of which 


weread, Heb.'5. 4. No Mantahketh 
that honour utty bimfelf but he that 
z called of God,as was Aaron. . That: 
is ,' no good; or holy Man, muſtor 
ought, or doth take this ' honour 
upon himſelf; but he that is truly. 
called of God: Such as: Corah', 


© have too often, and too prefum-: 
ptuouſly taken it upon them, with-' 
out being called, appointed, or or- 
dained , by ++ 7 hay apo 3 But 


how hainous @ fin it is:ſoto do, may 
appear by the dreadful puniſhment 
thereof; the Earth opened 'and 
FER O 3 {wal- 
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peaceable,, they: "might have been 
' gathered to their: Fathers in'peace'; 
' and: not have pulled upon: them- 
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ſwallowed him , - and his, up in a 


moment , zz, may not Pouch the | 


Ark, the Bethſbemites may not {a 
much as gaze into it. And though 
now', no ſuch puniſhment be an- 


flicted any more ;..nor- ſuch a death 
as St. Peter inflicted;:0n Ananzzs , 


befall Sacriſege, '(for Miracles are . 


ceaſe) and ſuck Examples atthe 
firſt were infliQed on purpoſe, to 
ſignify the/gwilt of: that ſin, and 10 
to terrify from-it for eyer ; yet God 
and. his law 1s the ſame for ever; 
and they who. prophane his: holy 
orders, and inſtitutions , by bold: 
obtruding themſelves upon them., 


will-Gnd a puniſhaert meer: for 


their ſin, here or hereafter. 

' What more. prophanes holy; 
things, than that which makes 
them common..to all, 'who. have 
but the forchead to claim and take 
them ? . But ſince; the acceptance; 
of the office, and its work on Gods! 
parts all in all, as that which can 
bring a bleſſing on Prieſt or People; 
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it highly concerns us, bothrin wiſ- 
dom to our ſelves, and-intuty to 
God , and in Charity to. others, 
neither to take that' honourable 
officeto our: ſelves, nor give ad- 
mittance , ar countenance to thoſe 
that do-ſo, ſince it is indeed no 
honour, nor office, unleſs as it 1s 
derived from him; and is more 
likely, if not more certain; to.bring 
a curſe and nota bleſſing , on ſuc 

invaders of the' Priefthood , and 
_ their followers. © 
[If God will be SanQtified by them 
that draw near-unto. him, then 
{urely moſt, by them that draw 
neareſt ; by'having- the office -of 
being his 'mouth-unto the People , 

and: #veirs unto him. And ſure- 1t 
were a great:/diſhonour unto Reli- 
gion , that all great and publick 
things, nay every profitable Science 
and:Art, ſhould 'm all ſocieties be 
diſtingurſht , by their one Pro- 


feflors, Miniſters or Artiſts, . and 


only Religion ſhould be in common, 
nom O 4 eX- 
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expoſed to be bruiſed by the hard 
hands of any Mechanicks , and 
ſullied by the rude. touch of un- 
diſcerning , undiſtinguiſht, uncan-: 
ſecrated Perſons.  -In. reaſon the: 
means ſhould hold ſome:-proportion: 
with their end ; and therefare the: 
end of this holy office, being diving 
and ſupernatural , ?tis. reaſonable: 
' Perſons which enter into it , ſhould 
be. able to ſhew their vocation , 
miſſion, and ordination ; for 'that 
the very deſign of Religion , forces 
us to a diſtin&tion of: Perſons, and 
ſolemn call and ordjnation, in or- 
der tg the office and; work. And 
| becauſe every ong 1s-inot fit to-ap-: 
proach to God 1n..the.. publick ad- 

dreſſes: of his Church ; there muſt 
in reaſon be a ſolemn -ſeparation ,- 
and ordination , made of thoſe. 
Perſons, whoſe calling peculiarly is 
holy, and they thereby taught," and]; 
obliged to be {o, ' That ſuch Perſons, 
being made higher than the People, 
by their calling (though our Bre- 
( Rap tl "2Y”” thien 
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thren in nature-) may be the i in- 
_ ſtruments of conveying'the Peoples 
Prayers unto- God:,' and: Gods 
bleſſings unto the People. 4a BEOTG:: 
::/Thus : it: 'was throus hour” the: 
World, Jew : and Gentile;- before: 
Chriſt? $-time ,|-cither-p erendedly 3J 
or really; and if Chriſtian Religio ion 5 
allow otherwiſe', we muſt ine 
confeſs, that: Wwe have' 'the; Sr 
Religion (which is blaſplicmqus' 
diſhonour to Chriſtianity ) -ard* as' 
falſe as irs/greateſt infernal eretyy :* 
Or: that were the' worſt of 'Men ,' , 
which :/is'* intolerable ſhame to 
 our-felves!, 'and therefore; t6''be' 
difoxrned\and deteſted;; vin Heart. 
and deed. e © 
_ + Lerany: fiveares of che in x 
ders.; name'if" they can ; but one 
true and: {gund: -DoArins, —_ 
anyone fty': $ | daulefitt 
hw _— of»! Enclind , A pi Fit WHY 
commended to the World: which" 
was not before, ' ſafficientl and 
RY ne” and: prove Gi yp 
lawful 
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lawful Paſtors: But who can num- 
ber the dangerous errors, which 
| have; been multiplied and: ſpread 

abroad by theſe diſenters'? Hereſtes 
and Schifaes , abroadand at home, 
have. invaded the wzity , peace and 
Profperity, of almoſball the reformed 
Churches, to the: extream hazard 
of the Chriſtian Faith; to the intro- 
ducing Sefition'in-State'; Schiſme 
in Church, darkneſs/and.confuſion 
ſtrive for the Truth, how:do- they! 
darken ;thgr,own! underſtandings ; 


as well as'others;,; with tumult and 


clamor 3! wrath and bitterneſs ® 
amongſt which truth is-loſt on- both 


ſides, as well as Charity.? They. 


the Truth ;, but Truth: and Love 
are {laja in; the quarrel, and-preft 
to death, as it were:in-a throng; 
whilſt they that Rand by:as neuters, 
la rw Gs HIRTRR 


member. without ſorrow: and de- 
11 FEB | teſtation, 


L 


7? good Chriſtian can res 
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reſtation., the horrid confufions., 
2nd diſmal effefs, in- uceh- and 
Kingdom, which they We intro. 
duced and maintained! Fa "Tho. like 
whereof, if, not greater: thieatens 
us daily; if God in his mercy, qver- 
come not. oyr eval with hisgoedneks,: 
©. As to. their ſeveral Ptetences; 0, 
piety. and h6lineſs ; what:hinder'd, 
or yet hinders them, fromchving-as 
adtity, "and[as; holily, with thank-: 
tulne: '2fid. honour. , within the- 
Church, to its: preſervation ; 31 AS 
without. it, and again 1t;,;"they 
pretend todo; to 1ts- difturbance-,. 
and deſtruftion ? A Swpice. and 
Hoed ,. 2 ſieving the Child with the 
Crafs- at Baptiſme , a bowing t0\00r 
Lord Jeſus, when he is named), 
we have been: often 'told-,/ is what 
they bring, as their greateſt: proof, 
of ſuperſtition: - and :  mill-worſhip ; 
whereas the- laſt, is manifeſtly.no 
more, than to glorify. with | the 
body , or knee at ſome time, that 
which i is lawful to do at-any; time.; 
to 
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to whom : God' hath commanded 
us to'bow' our ſouls and bodies , and 
ene to the glory of the Father. 
"And*to think that's Surplice is 
more ſuperſtitious; than'a Gow or 
other garment, which: God hath 
neither' Commanded ,, 'nor forbid- 
den, is it lf a'great* ſuperſtition : - 
Nor can that\, 'or the ifoning with! 
the Croſs; be with any colour of 
truth or reaſon , called iwill-worſhip ; 
which the: Church profeſſeth , ſhe 
uſeth not; 'as any part of Gods 
Worſhip; but as an izdifferent, yer 
decent ceremony '; to fi nifyand teach 
Man with,not to Wor Zp God with; 
and what is not 'owned as any- 
Worſhip ,\ *cannot er angh be called 
Will-worſhi ip. 
But when all is done, , is this all,” 
that muſt keep us' 'at everlaſting 
difference #hd "ſeparation? .'Can' 
they ftrein'at ſuch Gnats, or ra- 
ther ſtartle at ſuch' ſhadows of 
Dreams 'in' their own phanſies, yet 


fallow fich Camels, as diſobed- 
ence 
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exce to lawful ſuperiors in Church 
and State ? The hanious breach of 
Unity and Charity, peace and order 
in one. and the other , expoſin 
both to the common enemy ,- fir 
to deride-, reproach and deſpile us, 
then to undermine and -ruine us ? 
How many Papiſfs, how. many 
Hereticks of ſeveral ſorts, yea how 
many Atheiſts, and {cornful der: 
ders of all Religion , have theſe 
our cauſeleſs, obſtinate. diviſions, 
bred amongſt us? And ſhall not 
theſe dreaaful effetfs of Schiſm at 
| Tength affright us into Unity 2 Wo 
be to them by whom theſe offences come ; 
and wo be to them by whoſe default 
they ſtill continue. Wo to-them 
that have fo torn the Church in © 
pieces, that now the great things 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
God hath written , with the Pen of 
a Diamond , or Sun beam , are 
either neglected , or called in 
queſtion, while they: contend with- 
out bowels of pity, mercy or ptety ; 
write 
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write in gafl, and fightin blood ; 


for fuch"things as are at the beſt , 
but Hay and” Stubble ; compared 
with the precious foundation of 


our Religion. God grant both us 
and them, while it is time (if yet | 


it beſo) wiſdom and grace;to know 


and follow the zhings belonging to * 
our peace, "here and hereafter ; and 
to take Chriſt's Yoak upoit us, and 


teirn of him, who was meek and 


towly in heart , that ſo we may find 
Reſt unto our Sauls., | 


Andlet us do this the rather be- 
cauſe what health is. to the body , 


or calmxefſto the Sea 3 ſuch 1s peace 


and coxcord to a Church and State. 
But ſhould it be asked of us, as 


Foram did of Jehn, # it peace Jeha ; 
we muft anſwer now, as he did 
then ; what peace ſo long as our rents 
and diviſions, our ſeparatiſts and diſ- 


ſenters, are ſo many ? 


Our Saviour fereſaw and prophe- 
fied of theſe very days in which 


Wwe live, enimict domeſtaci, ones foes' 


ſhall 


bis Eternal Reſt... 07 
ſhall be they of ones own houſhold : 

perditio tua ex te, Jerulalems for- 
rows are from her own Sons. . What | 
contentions ſo ſharpe and laſting, 
as thoſe which ariſe amongſt Bre- 
thren ? The wearer the Relation, 
the greater the feude; ahd the far- 
ther off uſually from reconciliation : 
Witneſs the ſad breaches, which 
too often happen , between perſons 
ſolemaly comjoyned by the itricteſt 
ties, and bonds of amity, above, 
and before any other. I mean the 
Married Couple, who might come 
in, andclaim their portion of this 
eternal Reſt ; who are preſumed to 
allift each other, in all the great 
affairs of life ; whole joys are or 
might be doubled, and their forrows 
abated, by a mutual bearing of 
each others good , or adverſe for- 
tune; inſomuch that when their 
' ſcene of life is come to an end, and 
the Curtain drawn, they may lay 
them down in peace, and change 
the labour of a weary life, for the 
Joys 
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joys 0of a'bleſſed eternal:Reſt : But 


how much otherwiſe falls it often 


out , | even between theſe deareſt 


iriends ?. What bitter complairt 


ings are frequently: heard 1h our 


ſtreets ,'| front Perfons joyned- in | 


holy Wedlock , when but once 
diſaffeted to one another ? The 


unruly torrent of diſſentions , oft 


times-runs ſo high, that the Man 
hates his own fleſh , and the Wo: 
man'makes head againſt her Huſ- 
band', and theſe: though fſacredly 
conjoyn'd and made one, become 
two again , 1o bitterly divided, 
that no wholſom words, nor ſage 
counſel, can ever {weeten, or recon- 
cile them: :q 
For prevention of this great un- 
kind nuſchief, which ſo often hap: 
ns amongſt us, and ſo much 
inders that Reſt and quiet here, 
that much conduceth to a bleſſed, 
endleſs Reſt hereafter ; Men ſhould 


do well wiſely to conſider , that 


wholo enters the State of Marriage, 
caſts 
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from Tyrant Princes, Prayers and 
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 eaſts' 4 Dye of the greateſt cortin- 


gency, and yet of tt e greateſt Con= 
cerh 1n the World (next to that. of 
Eternity it ſelf. ) Deliberandum du, 


quod ftatnendum ſemel, Men had 


need confider well of that , which 
muſt be reſolved on once. for all 
and-muſt either” bririg a great, an 
laſting coritent and happineſs”, br 
trouble and miſery; as laſting as 


| life 4t ſelf A Womin indeed 


ventures moſt ; for ſhe: hath .no 
SanAuary to retire to, from the 
ſad misfortune of an ill choice ; 
ſhe muſt dwell upon her ſorrow , 
ind hath no appeal' from his un- - 
kindneſs , but 'that of Subje&s 


Tears, and though the Man hath 
more diverſions, (yet when it comes 
to his turn, to ie under this unre- 
mediable ſadneſs ) he muft return 


toit again, and whilſt he is fitting 
amongſt his 1 On: , Ie re- 
 metnberstheobje 


| ton in his boſorh, 
2nd fighs deeply: . © = + - 
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It hath been the unhappy chance 
of many, who enter the honourable 
*%y ſtate of Marriage , ygon ſome dif- 
hogourable ainls gr. other, to be 
hound. to ſorraw and vexation. for | 
many years , by the Cords of their 
Conlorts peeyiſh.diſorder ; and the 
worlt of . the evil 1s, they are to 
thank: their own follies, -for ma- 
king no better choice : For God | 
and goodneſs were leſs in their | 
thoughts, and had leſs intereſt. in 
their choice, than many , to gratify 
their worldly covetouſneſs ; or 
beauty, their inordinate luſt. 
| Men and Women change their 
liberty of ſingle lite, for a rich tar- 
tune , prefer Gold before virtue, 
and ſhew themſelves to be /f than 
money, by valuing it wore than the 
wile content , and laſting felicity- 
of their lives : and whea they have 
counted their money and ſorroys.. 
well over, how willingly would 
they buy with the loſs of all that 
money , modeſty, {weetnelſs | of. 
CON- 
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converſation, tetniperancc atid faith- 
fulnieſs in theit Conſort. | 
Biit they-ate chained with the 
fetrers they choſe, ind they are tis 
whit the leſs chaifs, nor the effier, 
f6t beitig triade of Gold 6 Silver ; 
biit ſotherimies the worſe. 
Nor doth he horiotir Marrlaze 
aright ; who chooſeth it only ;  6f 
| ptificipally for beauty ; Cu# ſat 
6rudliti veulk; ſet hte mens { WW haſe 
Fw are jdftions , but his ſoul ana 
onghts ofaly "fool]h: A little 
thread of ret wad white; is aft itt 
batid of Conjugal aft&ions, t& 
tie Hearts together, if all ednditi6ns 
til death ; fince their love is; nor 
catt rt be any better ; or mire diita- 
ble, than its exuſe : and. they are 
ford of each other ; as longs is 
Shanke and health ls : But {rek- 
neſs; ehild-beating , ears; Hine 
and any thi ltriff that deflt tojs 
©: Fewer, ly def goo! that bye 
which at the Bu but 6atthy fad 
SLA Fhe Ll 'Þ 5 He. 
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He that will find Reſt and quiet 
in his Conjugal State -here, muſt 
begin'-it -with God and goodneſs, 
with wiſe and virtuous -defigns. 
Then is ' Marriage honourable : in- 
deed, when good and fair intentions 
conduct and manage it. The pre- 
ſervation of a Family, the produtt1o7 


of Children, the avoyaing of forni-. 


cation, the refreſhment of a wile 
and virtuous ſociety, all theſe are 
honourable ends. Society was the 
firſt deſigned, 2t is not good for Max 


fo be alone. Children. the- next, 


zucreaſe and multiply. ' The avoidin 

Fornication the laſt ; and that will. 
be hardly avoided* by Marriage, 
unleſs you chuſe ſuch a Conſort , 


whom you can love in all condi- 


tions, and outward changes. The 


firſt, makes Marriage delightful ; 
the ſecond, zeceſſary to the publick ; 


the third, to this or that particular 


Perſon. The firſt makes the Mans. 


heart glad; the ſecond-is a friend to-. 


Families , Cities and Kingdoms ; 
Churches 


0 
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Churches and. Heaven ; the third 
1$anezemy to Hell, and an Antidote 
to: the chiefeſt inlet to damnation. 
To have al laſting quiet, and ſure 
content-1n the: Conjugal life, it 1s 
prudent and uſeful, that all offences 
of each other: be warily avoided, 
at the firſt beginnings eſpecially 
of their converſation :::An infant 
bloſſom 3s: quickly blaſted, and. 
the love of lately Married Perſons 
is.buſte and:tender, inquiſitive and 
jealous ,, and-apt to take a frighr, 
or. alarm, at every unkind: word, 
or carriage : .: But after'the: hearts 
of Man and-Wife are endeared to. 
- each other.;; by natural confidence, 
and experience, trifling accidents : 
cannot diſturb: their united affefti- 
ons, 'but will 'vaniſh at. the fight , 
ahd remembrance of weightier 
obligements ; and ſo affer their 
having lived -111 peace, and 'love, 
and joy, for a while on Earth, they 
may meetand rejoyce together in 
Heaven to all eternity. | 
P'3 That 
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 Thatthe Married life may prove 
Pappy ;. Let every one. lowers Wife 
24s himſelf, faith St. Pank -' 
Husbands power over his Wite, is 
Fatherly. and Friendly, not Magi. 
ſerial > She that is bound'to leave 
Fathex and Mother, and Þrother, tor: 
thee., 1s: miſerably: abuſed, if ſhe. 
End it otherwiſe. ' A-Mans domi- 
nion over his Wife, is like that of 
his. Squl over his body, for which: 
It takes a wiſe care; and: uſeth je: 
teagerly:; and it is-oftea led by. its; 
tolerable anclinations and deſires, 
ave when they are:evil; Opry, 
roully tending to that/which is 1o.; 
The:Government is., and-ought to. 
be divided ,: fince the: Woman alſo. - 
hath.Gods Image —_— upon her, 
andmay-ſometunes:afſift ;- and: ſup<: 
ply. her: Hasbands wildom. * And. 
astothe Family, #2s Caius; ego Cape,” 
Kanda 9h datintdwognthe: 
threſhold: of ' the. Husband, when 
his Bride firſt enter*dunder:his roof; 
and although thereis a juſkmeaſure 


of 


. o 
* # 1 —- 


his Efeynil Reſts = ts 
of 6bedience/;\ du from the Wikk, 
yet that's ſcar6&ly. at all exprefied., 
in the Husbaads direttions in. boly 
Seripture ; but x his duty is ig: 
nified by love; by nouriſhing and. 
herifhing:; by. honouring he + i 
the weaker Veſſel; by not being 
bittey to her, by dwelling with 
her according*to knowledge. Mh 
ankeatien, be rot bitrer againſt her, 
chat's' the firſt and] lowe ſignifica- 
| tion- of love. A civil Perſon ,is 
never bitter” #gainft a ftranget, 
much teſs 4 friend that enters his 
roof; and is' nted there by. the 
laws 'of Hop; ; and he Fears 
raidely!, "chat quits aff her ;neteR 
fo Chih : and* 1s befides, as much 
theſame Perſon , as anothet can be 
chefimne, Kavinig the fame Relis iSi0H, 
CMldren , and Family , and is fl fie 
for proteCior!, as to a SanCtuary 
not- ohly y to his” houſe, but to the 
heart. 


boſom and 


-P 4 Marc 
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| Marcus Aurelixs ſaid well ,. that. 

a wiſe Man will often admoniſh his 
Wie, reprove her ſeldom, but zever 
Jay his hands upon her. St. Chr. 
foftom tells us, that an Husband- 
reviling or ſtriking his Wite 1s , as 
if a King ſhould fe his Viceroy,/o, 
from whom moſt of that reverence. 
and Majeſty muft .needs depart , 
which at firſt he put upon him, and 

the Subjects will ray him the leſs: 
duty, by how much.the rudelier 
the Prince hath treated him ; the 
toſs redqunds tp the King himſelf, 
and the Government: will be there-. 
by diſordered and ruin'd.. He that: 
loves not his Wife: and Children , 
feeds a Lyonels, and breeds noting 
but fears and ſorrows: to himſelt.;. 
nor can bleſſing it ſelf make: him. 
happy : All the Commandements, 
of God , injayning a Man to. /qve. 
his Wife % are but q anany; nv 
rations to him to be, 4appy himfelt,, 
and make her, Pele T {BP 
It arual love be once ſecured, there 
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can be 'na' great danger from any 
thing elſe ,; becauſe ſuch love as 
makes the: Man' chaſt, keeps the 
Woman alſo within ithe ſober - 
bounds of modeſt chaftity.: > * 
Obedience. 15' the Womans duty , 

which” though: no where'expreſly 
enjoyned the Man to exaQt, yet 1s 
often - commanded the Woman to 
pay, and: the leſs it is exacted , 
the -betteriand more: kindly" is it, 
when duly paid, both in the'ſight of 
God-and:Man':\\And this proclaims 
her humility, |and reverend eſteem 
of his Wiſdom, and is an acknow- 
edgment of the injunQtion impoſed 
by God; i and; though 2» ſorrow (be 
bring forth Chilaren.,. yet with-love. 
and joy ſhe may bring them up. 

:' The Womans: obedience though - | 
largely extended: by St. Paw, ' inf ts p 
ml, Ephec $24. In everything, 

yet *tis lifnited; by. ws Kupiv , 2s *tis 

fit in the:Lotds; Coloſ. 3.18," The: - 
Womans:duty: obliges ther to put 
en' the :Orhament of a meek and 

977 quiet 
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quiet Spirit , which 1s: 10:the ſight 
of of great price :. Sweetaeſs 
of mannets,  huntblecomportment; 
fair interpretation of all things, 
that are capable of it, aninduftrions 
hand', a ſilent tongue ,” 4 faithful 
heart, to: his Perſon and Bed, his 
Purſe and Eftate. _ | 
And that this may be done with 

cleatfulneſs , it is -0ne'. excellent 
heiglit of Chriſtian Religion, above 


nob only the Hearheras and Mahomed 


zans ,| but: the: Mofuicaballowances; 
that. is hath provided for Union be- 
tween:Man and Wife; by forbidding 
{ſtrictly Poligamy , .or' the having 
many Wifes ; and alfor hath for- 
biddert :divorce z: except In cafe of 


would:neceflarily almoſtariſe , be- 


tween a-Leah anda Ravbel;: thoupty 
in- Facabs: Family ;. a Sanah' ant 


Hagar; though in! Abraſumrtionde'! 
The: Mans love runs: ina” fulles 
tg , | ſtream, 


Adultery. By forbidding Poligamy, | 
ons, whiehl 


jank-0- yag fans fs fo. Yoga fared Ye” "NS end 5 heard — open mnt as. ene 
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fircam , becauſe not divided into 
rivolets and the Womans 
ave and faithfulneſs is demanded 
more juſtly. ,-:becauſe it hath an 
equal propertionable anſwer, with- 
outithe provacatian of any Corrival. 
And then by torbidding divorce 
ipen any : pretence , but that of 
Adultery, it makes peace .moro 
necedary , and contention: ROLE 
terrible, ſeeing if they will 'not 
hecome a mutyal comfort, | they 
muſt always: endure that mutual} 
torment ; from, which they are 
allowed no yetuge.. If all this: be 
not enough! - {ttle Domeſixk: 
peace, . turn- but:your Eyes upon 
the wildeſt Creatures, tet. the Beats; 


Wa _ and the Fowls of the 


ſhame us:igto it : For ever: the 
moat unfociable: hurtful Creatures, 
ce: at, bome:, in their awn: 


neſts and dens: Whatblondy Tygar 


is:there-, that-dath: oot- ſoftly and 
tendenly domean hiafelf. over his: 


| Female: _— and. young; Idue ? 


What 
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What ravenous Kite;' doth not joyn 
with his ſhe partner; in Building 
his neſt , | ſitting upon the Eggs, 


feeding his young'ones ? The Lyon 


doth- not. roar at- home, nor tear 


his Lioneſs, nor devour his Whelps; 


but maintains peace at home , by 
his very enmity abroad : The prey: 
of. his foreign cruelty; 15 the com- 
mon food of his private den. Thus 
God from Heaven ; Men on Earth, 
the Beaſts of - the 'ifield ,, and. 
Fowls of the Air , -do all teach and 
_— Man and _ _ | 
be happy, and togoby Couplesta 
the AT their S_ Reſt. r-.JOR 
' Now this eternal 'Reft, muſt not: 
be ſought, (becauſe it cannot be 


found) by a partial obedience ,- | 
by leaving one'fin, and cleaving to. - 


y op 


another ; every Man'1s not altke! 


inclined to every fin', nor can'the' 


purſuit of ſome pollutions, confift 


with the proſecutionof others ;; for 
fins are Tontrary one tothe other:., 
as well as to grace:* Noris thereany : 


abt” at” .- a ye" Vn eo" RF WRITE 5”, LY F 


thing . 
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thing 'more . uſual , than for the 
violent unruly.nature of raſh Man, 
to.run out of hatred to one extream, 
into another. oppolite to it. .. Super- 4 
 Kition dotes.,. prophaneſs: is mad : 4 
 Andhow many hating Superſtition, "i \4 
turn prophane ? Whilft others | 
bating to be prophane, turn Super- 
{titious ? Covetouſneſs gathers all, 
rodigality ſcatters all ; Men uſually 
Fall into. one extream , whil{t.they 
runfrom another ; either they de- 
{piſe propheſying, or think 1t all 
in- all.- » To abhor Idols, and:yet: to : 
commit Sacrilege ;; to worſhip. the 4 
walls , or elſe to beat them down 2 
is to' drive out one .Devil with 
another. The neceſſity of cleanſing 
| our ſelves: from theſe enormities, 
is. plainly ken , by thoſe very re- | 
| proofs, which one -linner "has | 
another contrary. to ' him. _ How 
doth the lukewarm or prophane 
deteſt the ;Schiſmatick and Super- 
{titious ? Or how doth the furious . 
Superſtitious , or blind ar 4 2 0 " 
> I . - FELT | | 
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teſt the lukewarm or prophatic ? 

How'doth the fquanderer hatethe 
nigeard? And how doth theniggard. 
hate-the prodigal ? Ler me tike ny fill 
of Iuft,, faith the wanton , and I :ll 
trample upon wealth : Let me hg »y 
Mammon faith the Miſer,aud Iwillbrd 
aefiance to luſt : Let me waſh my hants 
ix the blood of mine eney, faith the 
revengeful , ad Twill be content to 
grue Freely to them that have not pro- 
voked,;or injured me : Thus as the Na- 
tions-int ttmes of darkneſs , had 
each of them their ſeveral Idols , 
which they Worſhipped , and neg- 
lefted others, bur all agreed in 
diſhonouring the only true God; 
ſo every partial falfe hearted refor- 
mer, hath his boſori darling polltt- 
tion , which if he may cheriſh , 
he can be content to keave the reft 3 
yea be forward and zealous againft 
them, that he may etther hide, 
or ſatisfie , or get an indulgence ut 
what he ates; But all the virtue 
in the World, cannor farisfic for 
one 
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086! willfyt , habitual pollution , 


ndulgeatly cheriſh'd :Yea;that one 


1ndylged pollution, proves all the 
other {ceming cleanlings to be but 
counterfeit,  . 


_ Sel lew many Amalchizes, but 


Iparing /ome;, when God hed com- 
Wy os all ne gs he — | 
ted ns Kingaom by ts hypoeriy ; 
and one of that Nation whom he 
ipared , became afterwards his Ex- 
egut;oner {| Though it. be but one 


known fin.you live in, the ſparing 


of that, jhews your hatred-againſt 
the reſt to be falſthearted and 
hypocritical ; For thongh it be but 
one , 1t 15 contrary. to. that ſincere 
holineſs ,- which God indifpenſably 


requires as his due ; though! it be 


but one , It 16 a reigning 0Be; de- 
fling the purity , defacing the 
beauty , defiroying the peace of an 


 ypright conſcience ; yea thoughir 
be but one- in. aQual appearance , 


yet in ſeminal virtue it includes 


of 


© 
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of many © Thus one - fin weakens 
grace, grieves Gods Spirit, prepares 


matter and fuel for 'others. Cove- 


touſneſs and pride beget envy and 
- ſtrife, that, anger ; that, murther. 
Ambition led Abſalortotreaſonable 


conſpiracy againſt his Father, that; , 


to open bloudy rebellion ; that, to 
inceſt ; any one pollution indulged 
unto, may introduce a whole Le= 


gion : And though it be but one, 


it is a vilifying , and diſhonouring 
of God in all his perfeQtions, for 
ſome unſatisfattory', tranſitory 
phanſy ; and if it be habitually , 
unrelentingly continued in , will 
be puniſhed eternally with ſepara- 
tion from Gods preſence; to endleſs 
. miſeries: And what folly is it, to 
loſe Gods favour, | and- incur his 
intolerable ; eternal ' diſpleaſure ; 
- for one defiling tranſitory vanity ? 
Thus you fee he that will enjoy 
eternal Reſt, muſt cleanſe himſelf 


from all pollution, without deliberate 


habitual indulgence toany ve: 


9 
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And that we might not miſs of 


this eternal Reſt ; the Apoſtles, the 
Embaſſadors of Chriſt , they woe 
and intreat us by the kindeiſt com- 
pellations , as you may ſee, '2 Cor. 
1. 1: Dearly beloved: Having theſe 
promiſes', Dearly beloved ; tet us 
cleanſe our ſelves from all pollution ; 
'Tis a Style you ſhall hardi find itt 
the Old Teſtament , unlel] in the 
Canticles, where Chriſt woes his 
Spouſe the Church, with alf the 
endearments of kindnefs and love , 
although there are ſomtimes ſuch 


| expreſſions as contain the ſame in 


realeffet.But the ordinary ſtileruns 
there, with more ſeverity, ee: 
able to thar adminiſtration , where 
the Spirit of bondage , was more 
ordinary , than that of _— 
But here in. the Goſpel , thougti 
threats'are ſometimes. mtermixed , 
yet kind intreaties, and cohdefcend- 
ing invitations ; are oftner. found ; 
for God mot juſtly expetts now , 
when his Son hath appeared, and 

Q.. g1ver 
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wen: his life for- us ; to redeem wt 
= all inquity, to purify as and make. 
zealous of” bolinefs, that we fhould 
.not need ſo many threats to.drive. 
_ us to him, as if he were only our. , 
Taft refuge ; but that in the ſenſe | 
of his admirable mercies, we ſhould | 
be drawn with the Cords of a Man, | 
the Bands of Love, and make him | 
Dur firſt moſt acceptable choice. 
. Wherefore we ſee his firſt Embaſſa- 
dours that he ſent , tranſcribed the 
pattern of that humility , and hea- 
venly charity, which he had ſet 
them ; and make it their humbleſt, 
earneſt intreaty, that we would be - 
reconciled unto God ; that he would 
be bleſſed, in ſuffering them, to turn 
. us. from our 1n1quity;; that we would 
be holy and pure firſt, and then hap- 
Py 3.,aS if it wererather their happi- 
neſs, and his that ſent then, than 
 theigs to whom they paks ſo paſſio- 
| nately, ſo. humbly, fo charitably : 
Dearly beloved, becauſe {o dearly be- 
fovedof God, that he ſent his only 


hes 
- 
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begptten Son, to buy and reclaim us 


, 


to purity. & holineſs, to learn of him, 
exert of his meſſengers ,  tq value 


ourſelves at that rate;which he hath 


valued usat, who thought it an ac- 
co bargaim.to im, to la 
down his life, with agonies 0 


f Soul, 
andtorments of body, rather than 


ſuffer us to wallow here in filthy 
pollutions, which lead to eternalin-. 
tolerable miſery, and not to. that 
eternal Reſt, in the Kingdom .pre- 


_ pared for the bleſſed of his Father: . 


Deſpiſe not then the goodneſs of 
God; who made you at firſt, after. 
his own Triage : i Deſpiſe not. the 
mercies of Chriſt the Son of God ; 
who'came to take your nature and. 
die for you : Deſpiſe not the Spirit 
of God, who waits, and longs, for 
your ' SanQtification : Deſpiſe not 
thoſe precious pronftſes, which yet. 
are-offer'd 'to all. that cleanſe and 
purify themſelves; nor thoſe endleſs 
intolerable woes, and miſeries ; 
which are'threatned to all deſpiſers; 

rel Q'2 He 
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He that ſeeks'not this Reft but” 
walks in the ways of his own heart, 
*till- he can walk'no longer, 'ahd 
thinks to delay from time to- time ,; 
his faithful converſion, and 'refor- 
mation, *till he muſt take SanCtuary 
at laſt, in the' fighs and groans, 
ſorrows and purpoſes , of ſickneſs 
and his death-bed; he that *till then 
retained his ſins, and now when 
he:knows, or fears at leaſt, that 
he muſt die, is ſorrowful for have- 
ing walked contrary to God, and a 
good conſcience, he 1s in all proba- 
bility ſorrowful only for his danger, 
which may poſſibly conſiſt with as 
great an affection to ſinful ways , 
as In perfect health ; for even then, 
in ſome circumſtances, he. would 
have withſtood -the greateſt tem- 
ptation ; the boldeſt luſt would re- 
fuſe to be ſatisfied in the Market, 
ſuch reſtraint is no abatement of 
the affection *. He that grieved:no 
"till death and hell preſſed him hard, 
and'doom was ready to ſeize-upon 
A . mum, 
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him,, .grieved for the, [ad canſequen- 
far pf Bn n, not :for.its h4 fer 


fe r.., Fora en hes erems 
ſuch Perſons, had need wepak 
- hemlelves of theſe tormenting 
any of death, and hell, by a timely, 
99 : early repentance; becauſe-a 
ate repentance1s /e/dow ſound,and 
wexer lave: And this repentance, 
which neceſſarily: aregoes remilſion 
f fins, can. no ways. better be. ob- 
tained , than yl conſtant; and, fer- 
ent. prayer :* As} and; ye ſhall have, 
1d. our Saviour; ;,. T he: pr er. of. 
Faith availeth mach, Gaid St. AIRES... 
a ich unta Rake them that call, pos 
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Ge - pee qur Squl, draws 10, . 
and ſends torth Gods: grace; and; 
$8 own gracious deſires ; Prayer, it. 
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Engine of battery , whereby heaven 
$ befeiged, and ſuffers violence 
Tis our arrow by which we' pierce 
the Clouds, pi haying porch au- 
dience- above, is fg ay un by 
which we w0uxd out enemies x hed : 
"Tis the Rudder, and Anchor which 
keeps 'our Souls | ffeddy in; many 
waters, when many winds and 
CT beat upon us: ?Tis" the 
by whith we Si when all 
5 *. $a Ae *Tis our K#y, by which 
we open + Heaven , © and* wreſtle 
with God ; reſalving with Jacob , | 
not 'to-part without'a bleſſing. *'' * 1 
p: *But tis not eyety lazy Prayer , 
born 'in the fips, or at mbſt i 
Bany uttered only for Eaſhich 
ke:,.. or 'to quiet for a 'whitfe '4 
lled conſcience"; * No, it is the 
Fr er of arigt colts Man 
ah of infomirs 
wherl ferveht,, that evaileth nach; 5 
much, that*if hath ſpat © and. 
opened Heavett, madethe'Surt "ſta 


—_ "Perſon 
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erſqn be rightegus if the Prayer 
hs not fervent, "God hath no ' re- 


Sardto it? "is reaſon to hear and 
confider © that Prayer, which he 
himſelf (that makes it) ſcarce hears 
and-confiders;-' 

Great weir then have all to 
watch and (to pray, to wake our 
calling and eleftion 3h and wiſely 
in. time to provide , whilft the day” 
. of Salvation laſts, that our labours 
here, may terminate, -andend in. 
eternal Reſt'5 becauſe we know _ 

how ſhort our time is. Al 
graff, ſaid the Prophet Iſazzh , Is 
6. And all the goodlineſs the reoff: it 
as-the flowers of the' field + The  g7aff* 
withereth , "the flowers fadeth '; Fre 
_ becauſe oh m_ of the Lord hb, laverh- 
nit ," ſurely the people is ws. ras; 
yo as the ata; ; Fr aa areeh Wir 
flouriſhing 'foever-it rn Bak. it: 
ſprang fromthe Earth , *andfhortly* 
after beaſfts:devour it; or winds blaſt 
it, and if it come to laſtour its full: 
Hime, eventhen the Sythe comes to: 


Q4 . CUE 
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z 
Ee. So.is Mans life, with all- 
ceming, JOMERENenTs , at 
| col mercy even of every Creature ; 
Fire and Water, Air and Sickne($,, 
Famin and the Swe ord, .and' what 
not almoſt ? And ; ante he eſcape 
all fad accidents, and caſualties , 
to the utmoſt length of Mans > Age y 
Fet.therg..is a natural Syth.of Gods 
decregs, and Mans inward: corrup- 
tion, that will not fail; to cut him 
down: ;. No Age, ..np condition 
can be exempted by: any. art, by 
Hg means from the ſtroak of death. 
Age hath roper i to: it {elf 
ey erns', ſome. ovt-lets of 
death ©. "beſides thoſe numberleſs 
Tm Ee through which thouſands 


= Ay 1s blaſted as "ſoon as: the 
"The Roſe; the Lamb comes to 
the thambles, as well-as the grow 
Sheep ; Death logks: not at-Meps 
Eftates , or Degree 4-01; Age ; it 
comes not. to the. Church book ta 
{ammon th ther by that; 3 the Womb, 


the 
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the: Cradle: 12 ag not invifly., 
Infants diein Both-we know: Ag 
the Jews Proverb is daily fulfilled, 
in Golgatha dre: ſhalicof * wel ff 
Childhood i ts.ſbtender;, ati! pers 
uniwaty of running into harms-way, 
that Parents: Eyes-,' and .Nurſe 
Arms, areſtarce: ſufficient t6 _ 
one Child; from: ſtrange and'ear] 
calamities, and death itſelf; mile 

2 guardian Angel'be are 9 
watch its. very.playings 'and{ 
ings, eatingsar Srinkangs.” L301 

[The-more-uncertainty ore "_ 

ability: ;we: find: hes ins Hy 
below , the! leſs :ought we'to rely 
and truft in-any Creaturey and ſo 
much the more 'ought we to [put 
our truſt'in God. : The very>un- 
faithfolneſsofall rhings el&;{h9uld 
renxe! and confirmiour' faithfolnels 
toiGod,, © whoi makes-fickiieſs and: 
death, become life and health.; Fea 
removing the'xail of fleſtr;' 
intercepts the! lighy; ; and! Koht of 
| 'tho'dountain of of life, pad gives air 

2508 fea 
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immediate acceſs tohim;- in whom 
_ this eternal. Reſt is.t0 bs 


Ci 


honour and. triump af 


true "Ei 
God-for. A, it.-cannot be be- 
reaved, ior defeated of its Choiſe', 
by any. calamitics . wharſveveri 6f - 
this life,-. Ir lifts upthe Soul, above : 
all.;the winds: and': ftorms of this 
uncertdia:;; tranſitory world; and 
fixes'the; heart -upon that eternal 
fountain of joy:;:'and reſt and hap- 
pinels, where theres no variable- 
nels, nor ſhadow of turning. rib! 
- Wiſh, and deſire, and:love, what- 
ſoever you pleaſe beſides God: ' Put 
our truſt. in any thing lefs-;;or 
lower than him 3.and 'you' tare. not 
only.ſure;, that. your. love willbe 
turned: (into :hatred-,» your liking . 
into loathing, _—_ truſt intoIde- 
ipair, when ; but even 
Oils life, and health laſts, you 
_ at uncertainties; tofſed perperu:- 
ly betwixt che eb ebbs and: flaws'of + 


chance, 


ion, that having choſeri 
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ah Kea $a 4 . 
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chance; *ewixthopes and-fears, like 
in unſtable 'wave-of the® Sea," or 
hanging'like a- doubtful- Meteor i in 
the Air ; 'whilft the humble, patient 
Chriſtizn, ' that truſts in' 'God, and 
takes himfor his Reſt; and excee- 
ding great reward, waiting" on'him , 
as his all-ſucjent ſhield (with: re- 
fignation ). for life' or death; Con- - 
nth to Hive, but villing. to- die, 
and t< be wirk: Chriſt 3 he-isthe only 
fixe Star” in this - wer firmament-:' 
His feet tand faſt, be the- Pavement 
never: {o ſlippery. 
-- In thefterm'of Mans life, there 
is A vicifſitiide of 20od'and evil; a 
_ mixture(of*Jabour /and-reft,, joy 
nee forrow ;/ thereiis a feed-rime, and 
an harveſt; Sg 'A {owing intews, ahd 


reuping' 71 Joy ;* He that now poeth 
on on hs we weeping”, arte 'beareth 
h good ſeed; Nance doubt | 


ls with joy ,- 
with him+'But we 100 not Hh 
Summer, inthe Winter ſeaſon , 'an 
arbout” i in the Wain Oceatt; ouy - 

| +» WL alt, | pae> 


236 Theyweary Traveller 


portion-befare we, ars of- Age, a 
reaping, #n.jty "till we have. ſown Zh 
wo_ The: Taper: Ano, think 
£Q home:19' {NOT eaVven 
upon Earth. The Children, of, 1/5zel 
had the. .#WiMerneſe; and; the Red- 
See to: pals; through , before they 
could arnive at the Lagd.of. Cangar, 
wi ;placgtiob theirReſt, ; They were 


lbourersithat were ſent, into the 


Vineyard, »and;; Sad: \NOL EXPE 


their:Reny's 2tulltheiday,; and their | 


work» was-:Mone; 3, 1et 125;fherefore 
pray the Lord of the Haxyeth,; 599k 


our Labour: and Traysl 21 104y Mp. : 


Pily. be, turned at laſt int ale, and 
Reſt ;;that:when the ſixdays of 
life are. at an; end.,,-we 51 
from our works ,- a. Goda from 
_ morn vir h Wo LECT» 
Fr z2 Q &Eerga T0808 
ad therdther'is this.Reft Ret here- 


_ IRS for now zibee | 


cauſewhil wearehergupog; Earth, 
we have nothing puroand YANIXE: ; 


i; 
our yery; j0ys' arg oming log. ae 
p Þ | 


a. Ati. & 2 


Pr 


C | 
- 
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his heart upon-the: World; when 
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ſorrow ; and S9lomon:tellsus, evetr \ 
in /aughter, the heart is. ſad. Ex- 


' Pences 'here--wait upon honour ; 


care of Education goes along with 
the blefſing of Children; and our 
moft -confortable hopes; are mixt 
with perplexing fears : But when 
we come to Reſt in the holy City, 
that City which is above ; we ſhall 
havea perpetual day without nighr, 
light without the Sun : : Our hunger 
ſhall be ſatisfied without food; No 
need of Clothing there to cover our 
ſhame (for ſhame and finſhall ceaſe 
together ) then all ſad doubtings , 
what ſhall be our condition and 


ſtate hereafter , ſhall vaniſh away, 


and we ſhall agree together with 
one heart and mind , to ſing Hate- 
lyjahs ,' and perpetual; Prayers to 
God in the higheſt. ' There will be 


_ no diſſenters there, no ſeperatiſts, to 


break or interrupt thatharmonious 


everlaſting concord. .' 0 | 
Whar: wiſe Man then-,-wall ſer 


all 


(<5 
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all things in it are but for fo-ſhort 
an abode,” ſo unſtable and ſo' un- 
fatisfaQtory-; and not rather on 
that abiding City above, ' where 
the joys and pleaſures are durable 
andeternal ? Chriſtians of alf others. 
ought to remember what St. Paul 
{aith, Heb. 13: 14. Here we have 
230 abiding City, bict we ſeek one to come 5 
— Our very profeſſion expoſeth us to 
- all aflittion, and obliges us to 
live as ſtrangers and pilgrims upon 
Earth : What is Canaaz or Jeruſalem. 
below.; td that above, . whereof 
the other was but a Type ? Things 
that are ſeen and perceptible by 
- any bodily Eye are temporal ; tran- 
_fitory ,' ſubject to. — every 

day, .and ſure to be aboliſht at | 
length ; they will be taken from 
us, or we from them , when death | 
 comes(which may come every day) 
- and therefore not worthy to be | 
looked upon by ſuch an iminortal 
_ Soulor Spirit, as conſtitutes Man ; 
which being made for: eternity , 
| cannot 


% ® v- gye_, C4 + 4% * oth 


a 
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caanot be fatisfied with ought that 


1s emoggl ; how long ſoever. it 
ide, 1 


may. much leſs when *tis 


ſure to continue no longer as to us , 


than this uncertain ſhort life ;, and 
therefore- in reſpe&t of our own , 
and the Worlds end , we may be 


truly ſaid to have no «biding City 


here, and are therefore the more 
carefully. to ſeek and. expe our 
eternal Reſt and habitation from 
above. 


_ 


While the World continues, and 


.wein it, we have no:continuing 


City here, becauſe neither habita- 
tion nor goods, health;nor wealth, 
honours nor pleaſures ,. or any con- 
tentment 1s, Or.can be affured us for 
our. lives.; How many. Villages , 
Towns and Cities, have Fires and 
Earthquakes and Wars deftroyed ? 
Howmany Kingdoms and Common- 
wealths , have civil diſorders, and 
foreign invaſions overthrown? Or 
rather what one io any Nation have 
they not ? The Hiſtories or Ing 
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of all Ages, all places ( beſides'the- 
infallibte' Oracles of God which we-- 
have im our hands) will give;us a' 


tull t1aduQtion and -prooft of this 
truth. This Iſland wherein we live, 
hath-given usnor only many Hifto- 
rical','' but experimental ſenſible 
proots,” that from the King to- the 
meaneſt Subje&t, we have no con- 
tinuing City here , nor ſetled Reſt 
and true happineſs. | #72 
But beſides theſe publick revolu- 
tions, victfiitudes and changes , 
every Family, every private Perſort 
lies continually expoſed to caſiia- 
lities, to variety of ſickneſs invaz 
ding their health , variety of mo- 
teſtations from thoſe above them , 
from thoſe below them, from thoſe 
about them , and alſo from their 
own follies, luſts and paſſions: , 
from within them ; 1n ſo 'much 
that whatſoever Men fix theit 
hearts upon in this World , to taks 
their greateſt contentment m; 
they cannot be ſure on reaſonable 


| 


with them-one: year longer.- + 

- Thefelicity and fatisf Rory hap? 
pineſs of this City above |," itrwhictt 
this eternal Reſt is-to. be- fouhd j 


ought to be 'valued ſo: muck! the 


more , becauſe: St. Paw: tells 'us.; 

1 Cor. 2.. 9. That Eye hath zot- Joes, 
or Ear heard ; nor hath entered: intd 
the heart of Man t0 toncer the fab 


neſs of thoſe: yood things. whith oa 


hath' prepared forithoſe. that Idve: hini! 
A grateful and pleaſant tafte. .of 
theſe good::things , + God -aftords 
the Souls of ithe faithful hers: in 


this life; how:tranſcendently. then; 


unutterable and unconceivable will 
be che full fruition of all that, which 
the Goſpel reveals'to.us but as in 
glaſs - wherenjoy'd to-the:-height 
in che higheſt Heavens 5 through 
all eternity, when we ſhall {ee God 
ks he is withreverlaſting; overflow- 
ing. farisfaction to all the faculties 

"theSont?-The Eye of Mari hath 
{een. here —_ things-in Art 


ang 


foals Mk it _ -borit ib p | 


* < 
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- ---and;Natute;' the; Ear hath heard, 
and theFongut hath tafted delicious 


things and Maps heart can 'con- 
ceive, much more than;Art or Na+ 
ture could eyeripteſint our leaſes | 


with. )./The, Very Pleaſure of natu- 


ral knowledge ut the: judgment of 
Perſons: exerciſed therein , exceeds 
whatioever fenſuality \, vain glory 
or.covetoulnels purkits or enzoys.; 
and yet. the kwonioage . uwa tove, of 


God iv-Cbrift, incomparably ſurpaſs, 


St. Pand: tells vs ., /whatfoever the 
" heart of thenatural Man (advancet! 


to thehtEight): can-conveive as pleas 
ſantor delightful cot, How much 
morexothi this City to cotne , and 
its endleſs unconceivable plea ales a 
where this everlaſting Rel !1s tobe 
had!,:exdeed: even. our. expreſions 
and Conceptians when they are at 
the higheſt? 

I God hath aalovidad, ſuck god 
things: for Mankind herebelow ,::in 
this World, whidh-w/ss not aftade for 
the place: of . ob: x logtpinels ; , but 


only 
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only to giveuse ranſvory glimpſe; 


* 


of his infinit wiſdom, power and 
goodneſs, and to draw our hearts 
after the Author of what we ce ; 
if he hath built this inferior World 
or City, which hath no foundations 
in compariſon of thoſe to come , 
with ſognuch wiſdom , power and 
bounty, and made f{uch glorious 
Heayens as ſhine it foxth to our ad- 
miration, and ename[ld it with 
ſuch variety of pleaſures , -as' even 
the beſt find it a matter of. difficulty; 
to part . therewith ; and yet; God 
never intended when he built it , 
that it ſhould continue long ; If there. 
| hath been ſamychcoft of accurate 
| contrivance, and mighty bounty; 
| hid out on that which was to laſt 
| but for a time, what think we, 
muſt he the riches, beauty and glory; 
| of that City , which he intended 
| | ſhould endure. to all eternity ? 
| Surely this World where we now, 
| live; is but as (me outhoules;, £0 
| tharHeavenly Mr AN Fpaviog, 
ITE | 3 as 
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as St. Paul faith, a work-houſe, a 
place'for Labour and Travel, before 
we come to our reſting place , that 
Bexbdrmigtoy, Or place of rewaras, as 
he calls Heaven: This 1s but a 
place to fit our ſelves in for the City 


above; a place it is wherein the 


eee part of its inhabitants, 
ave diſhonour'd their maker , and 
him that made the World , by 

referring its tranſitory pleaſures 

efore him ; diſofder'd themſelves, 
injured their brethren, and tttereby 
fitted themſelves for that y9aa51eoy, 
that Hell, or place of everla ng 
pumſhment. And if the moſt wiſe 
and holy God , who made this 
World , and knew when he made 
it, that it ___ , and would be 
{o abuſed, yet ſo beſpangled its roof 
with Stars, Sun and Planets, and 
laid its flowery foundation ſo plea- 


{antly , fragrantly ,” fruitfully and | 


uſefully ; certainly that City which 
he hath ereQed for 'none but his 
beloved Servants to live in to all 

| eternity, 
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eternity, muſt vaſtly ſurpaſs this 
in glory :: And becauſe we. can 
hardly conceive of inviſible future 
good things, . but by ſome relem- 
blance to preſent and viſible, and 
Men are of ſeveral tempers, appre- 
henſions and deſires ; the Scriptures 
condeſcend thereto , and ſtrive to 
expreſs the next lifes happineſs , in 
all the variety of ſeveral notions 
which either "By phanſy or reaſon 
- can defire. PELIITTD 
The voluptuous ſeek for pleaſure 
and mirth ; if they will have it, 
let them ſet their hearts and affeQti- 
ons on him that made them and 
redeemed them , that he -might 
ſanQtify them and bring them to 
theſe pe fon 24 they jr in him, 
they ſhall find when enter'd the 
City above, a feaſt of new refined 
Wines, a feaſt of Marrow and all 
delicacies, the joy of Harveſt , 
and of thoſe that divide. the ſpoil 
of their enemies. They ſhall find 
a celeſtial Paradice or Edez of God, 
| + 3 ' whereof 
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whereof that which was made for 
Adam and his poſterity, continuing 
innocent , was but a tranfitory 
imperfe&t Map. There is the hidden 
Manna , hidden here but revealed 
there ; a new Song always Sung, , 
a Garden of Lillies and Roſes which 
neverdie, and whoſe fragrant ſcent 
never decays. 
' The amibitious Mans heart is ſer 

on honour and ' glory , but if he 
will ſet his heart on God , and that 
honour which 'comes from him, 

in him he ſhall not fail to find a 
Kingdom of glory and immortality, 
z Crown of righteouſneſs, whoſe 
weight is exceeding and eternal ; 

for his baving preferred the God 
that made him, before the empty 
falſe hearted honours; which come 
to tempt him from his duty of hu- 
mility, goodneſs and holineſs,” * 

' The covetous Mans heart is ſer 
on riches ; but if he will ſer his 
heart on God, in him he ſhall find 
everlaſting. Treaſure ; ww 
that 
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that fail-nor;, able to-ſatisfig'the 
utmoſt'deſives of him thatipoſfeſſes' 
them, either for: duratiotrorabun- 
dance :- A''City: whoſe Walls:and 
Gates are full of all manner of ipre- 
cious ftones',; an Inheritance, as 
St. Perer deſcribes it ; incorviphible 
and nmiaefiled , that. fades nbt- away , 
r Pet. 1..4. What ever. we can rm- 
herit here is Subject to ſom©e,- nay 
all of theſe ; Corruption, defilemment,* 
and fading away, both we and'ir. 
:The ſubſtance 1s embaſed and ſoi- 
led, . by fome bad thing coming 
toit from without. All things in 
their. beft Eſtate, loſe their luſter, 
and fade away: One Mans inheri- 
tance corrupts , by another "Mans 
unthriftineſs, and is anctowryoter 
another, another's eſcheated o#'ton- 
filcated. ©. 47 40 TÞod 
- We are weary here and' then 
weReft, and are quickly as weary 
of our Reſt as of our -wearineſs. 
The Creatures fail and tire;- and 
diſappoint us, that we ſhould not 

| R 4 ſet 
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{et up/our Reſt in-them,, or.in any 
inhefitance 'here below, ' but be 
chaſed, and forced to ſeek oyr Reſt” 
in God ; with whom 'there 1s an 
inheritance laid up for us, 'in danger 
of nane of all theſe ; uncorrupt,that 
ſhall hald its being , and'none can 
difleize us of it ; undefiled; never 
embaſed by any mixture , .and we 
eurfeſves become undefiled, uncor- 
*rupt and unfading too , and what 
can' the covetous in his largeſt 
thoughts deſire more.  —_ » 
. We have, or may have a natu 
certainty, by light of reaſon, that 
there is another future State , a life 
of Reſt and joy , after labour and 
forrow-here.. ; The -Soul of Man 
which is a Spirit, whoſe operations 
are. nat 'only far above, what any 
body or matter is capable of, but 
can overrule and eontradift., what 
ever. the. body moſt vehemently 
inclines to-, embrace povertyi, re- 
proach.,, and death, with peace and 
JOY, LLC, HEIRS Af gt r 
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-*- Since for certain,” by light 6f rea- 
' fon, . there is a God ''that 'madle the 
World , and: governs the World;, 
and hath obliged Mankind 'by no- 
tions imprinted in his Soul, to-piety 
and righteouſneſs, charity and tem- 
—_ , and yet hath left him a 
iberty to chuſe or refuſe; that he 
may be rewarded for chufuig good , 
and puniſhed for the contrary : And 
ſince many chuſe the ways of fin, 
whoare not puniſhed inthis World; 
and many chuſe the ways of virtue, 
who are not rewarded in this life ; 
it follows by neceſſary conſequence 
of reaſon, from the juſtneſs'and 
holineſs and goodnefs of God, that 
there*mulſt be another futare life, 
wherein the proſperous wickedneſs 
of - ſinners ſhall be puniſhed ;/ the 
labours and ſufferings -of * godly , 
righteous, temperate, charitable per- 
{ons, abundantly rewarded. 
All this the very Heathensmany 
of them , have expreſly - owned , 
and fairly proved, by their general 
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acknowledgemt ,; ye *twere bet- 
all its, comforts ,. thanito live in the 
practice of hainous. vice ,- which 
cauld. nat be true, if| there were no 
other life after this: And ſurely the 
| Notions of good and eyil, being 
lo deeply. interwoven with - Mens 
' Souls, . that the conſciences of thoſe 
who chuſe, and a@ that which is 
evil ; : though never ſo ſecretly , 
and. fo; ſyccesfully;,. reproach them 
with: the = of it, and terrify 
them with the apprehenſions of 
turuxe puniſhment :. And the'con- 
iciences-of thoſe who chuſe and-att 
that which is good, though never 
ſo much reproached and. afflicted 
for ſo doing, cheers. and comforts 
them- with joyful hopes , and' ex- 
pettatipns of ſome future reward. 
The Souls. and Confciences of Men 
being ſo deeply ſtamped with this, 


by. him that made. them ,. that" no - 


evaſions., or arts_of hypocriſy, or 
Jubtile wickedaeſ; can blot it out: ; 
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it neceſſarily follows, as neceſſarily, 
afid as furely, a&thatthe reafon and 
conſcience'of Man wa$not made im 
vain, nor given him to" make him 
the moſt abuſed, deluded, miſerable 
Creature in the World; even in 
that, which is- the very dignity , 
and excellency of his nature 3 that 
there muſt be a life, 'whereinthefe 
notions and apprehenſioas, {o;riatu- 
ral and ſo general, muſt be verified. 
Thus far Reaſon by natural” light 
may enable, and-hath in effettiem- 
powred many to believe, thatthere 
15 a refting place for the: virtuous, 
not to be: found here bur hereafter ; 
Commorand# locum natura nobis; 201 
habitandi domiciltiuns dedit : No abi- 
ding City here, but one to:come : 
Heaven 1s the proper Country for 
Mans Soul, which came from thence 
inſpir'd' by God , Divina quedam 

irticula anre; and thither tends. 
_ *- But becauſe. this light is: obſcure 
and imperfeCt;,. compared with that 
of Revelation ; therefore the: main 
LALLY £ 1t- 
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irrefragable .evidence , both that 
there is another ſtate to' coine, and 
of its tranſcendent happineſs,bleſſed 
Reſt and tranquility, as to Soul and 
body ," is to be fetcht from the ho/ 

Oracles,and there we have it ed, 
as fully and as cleerly revealed, as 
this our Mortality is capable of ; 
proved by all the demonſtrations of 
the Spirit,, which attentive reaſon 
can deſire. 

_ ' For, there we have the Spn of 
God deſcending from Heaven , to 
take our Natare, and in that nature 
to teach and exemplify, the only 

way that leads thither, and purchaſe 
our admiſſion ta it, (to this Crown 
of life, to this reſting place, to this 
City tocome) by his death; thereby 
procurigg for us an inheritance in- 
comparably more worthy , than all 
our lbours and ſufferings here can 
come to. | This Reſt is not allotted 
for ſluggards, drowſy, ſlothful Per- 
ſons ,”- who ſquander away their 
precious hours 1n earthly trifles, and 
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think not this glorious eternal. City, 
.and Reſt there ,, which Chriſt hath 
bought with his own blood , worth 
their ſeeking , untill they have 
nothing elſe . to ſeek : Yea, when 
this eternal Reſt is offered; them, 
by Gods preventing grace, liave no 
heart to give him his price, when 
the price is-only to part with 'that 
which is vain and temporal; for 
that -which is ſatisfactory. and 
eternal. _ Y:Xroa bit 

\. The way to this Reſt, faith our 
Lord, is ſfrezght and zarrow, through 
temptations without ; and corrup- 
tions within , and therefore cannot 
be found butby thoſe that ſeek it, 
with attentive heed. - God indeed 
ſeeks us firft, ſhews us this' City 
where this happineſs and Reſt 1s. to 
be found, and the way to it, invites 
and enables us to obtain it, by.walk- 
ing in holineff, and: righteouſneff, 
which qualify: us for it. Even the 
things of this tranſitory. life: here 
below; its riches and honours: (fuck 
WEE ED as 
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12:54 The weary Traveller 
48-they- are) are [elddm attained 
'bat by diligent ſceking'; - and can 
we thigkthis heavenly inheritance, 
»ith all its joys, and riches , and 
Honours, ſhould be' attained with- 
6ut a conftant ftudious diligence ? 
And the.more we kTabour and ſuffer 
here”, the more ſweet and- pleaſant 
will be '0ur-Reſt when 1t comes. 
Grata'quies feffit , Reſt we know 15 
welcome to the weary Traveller : 
And now, Courteous Reader, I have 
by this time poſſibly wearied ; and 
tited thee out, inalong and tedious 
walk; but it was,only the better to 
fir and prepare thee for an happy, 
ſeaſonable and laſting Reſt, that I 
have thus carried thee through a 
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Faith, Hope; and Charity; Meekmeſs, 
Patience, Temperance , Humility ,, 
Chaſtity-and Obedience ; ) all which 
come”, -byt| as ſo many. faithful 
r_ ; ſafely to conduct thee to 
the gates of Heaven; and give 
thee even in this life, by. anticipa- 
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other , even of :that plates where 
Saints and' Arigels {ha}; be thy 
Companions: , and where:::thou 
ſhalt ſee God Face t9.:Kace , vwho 
is Wiſdom , Purity, Holineſs and 
all perfettions, TI cannot ltave 
thee better, than where thou 
haſt ſo near an"approach. tg, this 
lorious proſpect of. eternal Reft : 
nly one thing T have, at, parting, 
to remind thee of, viz. Go. ye 
curſed into everlaſting fire-, or 
Come" ye bleſſed inherit the Kyzng- 
dom; one of theſe two-muft be 
thy doom; and rhe yinal | DoaiooX 
of all fleſh : Let it therefore be 
thy. Wiſdom as well as: Duty , 
to chuſe that better part , which 
-can never be taken from thee ; 
to chuſe God and eternal life , 
before riches and honours --and 
pleaſures, and all that this World 
can give: And.to prefer an etCr- 
nal boundleſs good , before un- 
certain tranſitory vanities , ſure 
| ro 
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